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4T bas b^en Vpid tbat; no department ii) the whol^ 
ran^e of literary composition* iiivolves more variety 
^nd information ; or is more capable of being con« 
verted to purposes of general utility, than Piio* 
YiNciAL History. 

Much, indeed, of the information and general 
utility of such works, must naturally depend upon 
the nature of the materials, and the degree of 
interest which attaches to the scene of description. 
Yet it should seem that m tpwn, boHWver obscure, ^ 
Ac vicinity, hdwever uns^oticed, is m barren as ta 
ufford DO object of A|lt^llflriaB reseiurch, no aubject 
•THttt^ieia^loii. 



a rREPACl^ 

The History of Thirsk may not be suffieieiit t# 
excite the curiosity, it may foil to interest the 
^ittention of the stranger ; but it is presumed, that 
its natives will feel anxious to preserve every par- 
ticular relating to the destinies of the place. A» 
ether towns in the neighbourhood have had their 
Historians, its inhabitants, too, may wish to possess 
•ome information on those questions, which spon- 
taneously arise in an intelligent mind, with regard 
to the origin and progress of the town. 

, To some persons, tvhose curiosity never led 
tiieir enquiries beyond the bounds of their own 
habitations, the labour of tbe Compiler may indeed 
appear lost, operose nihil agendo: but to others^ 
whose attention is laudably directed to the con- 
sideration of men and manners, any attempt to 
develope the History of the past, will be candidly 
received, and attentively perused. 

For the authenticity of the narrative, 7ai;iattt 
authorities are frl^uently adduced; and on tl^e, 
ittbiects of local description, eye-witnesses are 
deemed sujGcient authority. . Tjbe sutotaociQi ci, 



PBEFACB. tli 

tlioae particulars which relate the siege of Thirsk 
Castle, is ancient, and was famished to tile Pub- 
lisher in manuscript. Some valuable infofmation 
respecting the genealogy and history of the aoble 
£unilj of Mowbray, was furnished by the kindness 
of a gentleman, after the former part of the wcirk 
had gone to press. It has, however, been inserted 
in the AppendU, 

The Publisher takes this opportunity of express^ 
ing his obligations, to those gentlemen who havfi 
kindly furnished him materials for compilation | 
and only regrets that a greater supply of infor« 
mation has not fallen into his hands, to render th# 
work more worthy of the public patronage. In 
such a work as this, errors and mistakes mus| 
naturally be expected, which the candid read^ 
will know how to excuse. 



To the natives, then, of the town of Thirsk ; to 
those who, like himself, are casual residents; to 
all, finally, whose interest is excited by the re- 
mains of Antiquity, whose attention is directed 
to subjects of History; the Compiler most m» 



till ^REFiies. 

Bptebtftlllj dejiicatksi ihe fbllowinf v]pages, av ail 
fssay tt)wtitdB the History of Thirak, and tbil 
yiriftity; leaving it to the industry of a mor^ 
e^teasivis %Bd mci^t lahh investigation^ to perfect 
and fiioikhi ithat is ndw first presented to ihk 
l^ublic. 

— w* si quid nOTisti rectlus istis, 
Candidus imperii ; si non, his nietB tnecum. 



J. B. JEFFERSOI*. 

Thirsk, 

Weh. 1821. 



..} 



tf ' 



tM 



HISTORY 



ov 



♦r H I R S K, &c. 



ThTRSK, tlie subject of the following pai^es, U 
an ancient Borough, by prescription, situated on 
a small river in the Wapentake of i^irdforth, in the 
North-ridiuT of Yorkshire, 220 miles distant from 
London, and 23 and a half N. W. of York* 

Thirsk rfo'-m^rly written Thru'^k* and Thtlrsk) 
in the termination of the name seems to present a 
iort of anomaly, as compared with the names of 
mvery other town in the kine^dom. It is not im* 

ly. .1 , . *. ...,. — . — — ■ " ■ " -• ■■• •'• ' " * *• » — ■ 

* Tkreskand Thrusk«'-''Camdea« 
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probable that it may have some l e fe ie iit e trr^m 
Saxon god ThoiTj which occurs in so many names 
of places in the Neighbourhood compounded wtth 
T/ior, Thur, and Thir. 

In the 10th centnry, it appears to have con- 
sisted of only a lew cottages, built by the vassals 
and retainers ot' the haughty Baron, whose for- 
midable castle first gave rise to the town. The 
earliest return of representatives to Parliament 
from this borough, was in the J^Srd Edward I., 
after which tiuie no return was made fill the last 
Parliament of King jKdwafd Vl., when the Sheriff 
of Yorkshire summoned Hejdon and Thirsk to 
elect two members for their representation. The 
right of election is at present vested in the burgage 
tenures, to the number of 50; of which 49 are now 
in the hands of one proprietor. 

By the brook Codbeck, the town is dmded into 
two parts, usually denominated the oUt and new 
town. The former contains the properties irhitJE. 
convey to their possessors the right of voting id tho 
elections of the borough : but the latter presents a 
more modern appearance, and is the princfpal port 
of the town ; occn'pyina: the ai^cient ??ite of^TWrsS: 
Caslle, from whose ruins it has nnrdonbtecTJy i^ijfett. 
}t is snid that no less than Eleven llxTNii^tV^ 
w..-- ^ , . ; .r y 

* 'tablet of Memory.— Rapin, r. I. p. 20h 



flHrtifiecl Castles w^re built in this countrj, between 
thejears 1140 and 11j4, and mure tiiaii a tiiousaad 
tvere standing in the reign of Heni;y ihe Second. 
Those times exhibited iiitie else than the disgust- 
ing scenes of intestine broils, discord, and rapine; 
the hateful concomitants of the feudal svstem : and 
the weakness of Stephen has justly- been censuied, 
in permitting the erection of so manj' Ibrtresses, 
the nurseries of tumult, and the sources ot couieu- 
"tiou between the Monarch and the barous^, 

Thirsk Cattle, however, was erected at a more 
distant period) and claims an antiquit^r of a hundred 
years before the Norman Conquest: and its desti* 
Oiiesareso int^mately connected with those oi tae 
Jtown, that the tiistorj of one uxuMi couij^rue Vm 
Ustorj of tue olhen 



SUE C4STLE. 



¥lie Ibnndations of Thirsk Castle, which lappiBars 
to havf U^eii \er^ consiaerable, were laid m ilie 
Jastjfaroi £dgar tiie l^eaceable, l^^th Kin&^ of all 
JEngland ; who ascended the throne A D. D5J>, wid 
as ^aid to hav« ISbu present oa the pccasioa. King 

a 2 
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Edgar died the Sth July, A. D. 975, having reigi9^«- 
ed oiilj l() years.^ The buildin«^ was finished at 
the time when Edward the Martyr, the son of the 
late Edgar, was murdered; which event took placf 
]u the vear 979. 

The Castle of Thirsk was built by the fiimilj of 
JVIowbra^, to whose Lurdship the whole neigh,* 
bourhoo-d was ancientlj subjected. . The first raenr 
tion of the name in history, is after the Conquest, 
when we find Kobert de Mowbrajr, a powerful 
ISoi man Baron, created Earl of Northumberland, 
in 1080, and afterwards joining in an unsuccessful 
tonspirac)^ to depo^se King* William Kufu«, and to 
set up bis elder brother, Kobert, Duke of Noi?- 
juandy, A. D. 1089* 

To atone for his rebellion, he afterwards signa- 
lised himself in opposing the progress of a Scotch 
invasion, wliich took place in the ^ear 1091 ; and 
proved fatal to Malcolm, King of Scotland, as alsc^ 
to Edward his son. 

Robert de Mowbray had done the King* signal 
J«erv!ce by his victory over the Scots ;««nd bekig 
puffed up with success, he imagined that no favours 



* iiapiu's England, by Tindakl, vol. 1, p. 1S3. 
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fould sufficiently reward so important a service. 
But the King expressed so little gratitude, that 
the Earl's haughty spirit led h*tii t# devise means 
to make the Monarch repent his disrespe(;tful 
treatment. Nothing less could satisfy his revenge, 
than the dethroning of William Rufiis, and setting 
the crown on ttie head of Stephen, Earl of Albe- 
marle^. grandson of William the Conqueror. He 
drew into this plot a great number of Lords, who 
also were dissatisfied with the harsh and scornful 
behaviour of the King. William besieged the 
Castle of Bamborough, where Mowbray was, who 
fled to Tynemouth, and there fell into the hands of 
bis enemies. The fortress was! then surrendered, 
and Robert de Mowbray was confined in Windsor 
Castle, where he remained a prisoner thirty years.* 
His estates were confiscated to the crown. 

Henry, younger brother of King William II. was 
crowned the 5th of August, 1100, under the title 
of Henry I., surnamed Beau-clerc. The estates 
which had been forfeited by Robert de Mow4)ray, 
Governor of Northumberlan**, and owner of Thirsk 
Castle, to the late King William Rufus, were now 
given to Nigel Albani,t who, being a Mowbray by 

' K ^ ; ; * 

* RapiD, by Tindal, vol. [. p. 186. IL * 

+ WiUiam de Mowbray, whose heir was Nigel AJ- 

|a^ni; fottttded a Ciiapei and Chantry in Thirsk, d«cU^ 



lijfi iBother's eide, directed his json Kog;er4oii86iim9 
Ihe title of Mowbray. This Roger de Moivbraf 
was the founder of .Byland Abbey* and other reli^ 
gious houses in Yorkshire, to the Dumb*?r of thirtj- 
five. 

^' The fapaily of these Mowbray s was as consi- 
derable as any for power, honour, and wealth: 
they possessed very great estates^ with the Castles 
of Sling€sbi/y Thresh^ and others, in these parts. 
The rise of this family was in short thus ^ — Roger 
de Mowbray Earl of Northumberland, and Jl. dc 
Crandebeofj being for disloyalty deprived of 4hek 
Estates, Kino^ Henry the first gave a great f»nt of 
thera to Nigell de Albenie (descended from the 
«ame family with the Albenies Earls €rf Arundellj ^ 
nrjn of very noble extraction among the Normaoi. 
He was Bow-bearer to Williara Rufus^And e«riclt* 
ed to that degree by him, that he had in England 
140 Knights' fees, aad in Normandy IgO. His son 
Boger was also commanded by him to take tJ^ 

cated to St.^ Nicholas, which had connexiens wkh the 
Abbey of Newburgh. Some »emains of a Chantry were 
supposed to be standing with an in^oviption opon them, 
fo lately as tbe year 1784, constituting V^ Farlour of 
the late Keeper ot the House of Correction. Chantries 
^ere dissolved in the 1st Rdward Vf. by Act of Parlia- 
meat, and 4;h&x endaw«ie«t» vested ia -tJie Crown,^ r-r 
Gent. Mag. April, 1782. 

* <* Belieland^ commanLy called .Klaad^'^^Caw* 
deo'sBrit 
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itime of MoTxiBrayf from wharot tte Mmihmyiit 
£arl8 of Nonmghattir, und the Dukes of ^orfelk^ 
ai^ descended!.*** 

Ill iheiMrijem of tliie^reigfi of Kb; StefAen,, 
-who was crowned dt WesimiBs^r, the S6th De- 
^inber, HX; Roger de Mowbray distiiigiiished 
Unvsdlf kvarbattie fbngit agarssl tke Seots, near 
NoriihaHertoay commoRl^ designated The BMie of 
tie Skmdardz and on Candlemts^diftj^ 1140^, wmi 
taken prboner bj Hfetilda, at the battle of Lin-*- 
CDln;t bffi when tbe Queen and her son Henrf 
were oUrjg^edto retire into Normandy^ the prisoners 
obtained their liberty. 

A. Dr IM7, Lewis the Young, King of France, 
led a body of troops ta the Holy Land. He .was 
attended, aiiong others, by Roger de Mowbray, 
who signalised himself in this expeditian.^ 

At the accession of Henry IL to the throne of 
England, the condition of the English Borouglis. 
was greatly imj^roved by the privileges granted, 
them during the struggle between their late KingSr 
and the Nobility. Henry perceived the good p^Iic/ 
of this circumstance, and still further exfended 

their privileges to such a degree, th^t if a bom^mait 

^ ^ . — ■ — — . 

♦ Caiyfrieifr'f^ Britaimift, by Gibson, 1695, C 757;* 

t Papin, vol. I, p 206. 

^ Rapin^voU I, p. 308, and note (15.) 
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or servant resided in any borough a jear and a A^f^ 
he was by such residence made a freeman- The 
Kina^ was resolved, however, to demolish the Cas* 
ties of those Barons, who had been the promoters 
of these conso!ncif^s which had disturbed the 
4L rei?ns of his nredec«ssors ; and had aimed at hit- 
ciwn dethronement. Ro^er de Mowbray was amon^^ 
the conspirators, who, in 1173, had opposed th# 
Kino:, and wished to place his son upon the throne. 
The Rebels were however defeated, and compelled 
to retire to their fortresses. The Castle of North- 
allerton* was besieged by the King, and ^obliged to 
capitulate, and the same fate, it appears, befel alse 
the Castle of Thirsk. 

This strong and warlike fortress, whose form!- 
dable walls overlooked the feiv houses which 
composed the town of Thirsk, was of immense 
magnitude, and inferior to few in the Kingdom, for 
the majrnificence of its external appearance, as well 
as the sumptuous grandeur of the interior. Its 
towers were high and numerous, and of such ex- 
cellent stone, that they at once displayed all the 
richness of gothic architecture, and all the dura* 
bility so necessary to preserve them from the rage 
and violence of the feudal times, to which thejr 
were subjected. 



♦ Rapin, vol. I, p. 238. 



^ fll^^q^ 4pmaif)$arthe Hawbr^9t;ivlH9h lajr 
Mfl4:tbQ.f9Q9(iof tlearjr*s8iicc^a^, M been e^poat 
•djta^ ^. fury; fiionai which^ it fir,a,s imppsstb^ 
to «MWdtl»^^.a,«yr Iff^gth of time. But ^.f^whc^ji 
WM 9iw^yfk Vi^U . provided with 8t(WQ8. for a siega^ 
•nd tbe fBftstordefJK dMciplinp w^kh oliAerired among 
kin tfmp§, whiGJi |i:efieraUjf amounted to 500 effective 
■ien« w.Ho were willing at any time to lay dowa 
^e\p liven for their valiant leader, ani would hav^ 
thonnrht them richly bestowed. The castle itself was 
a noble pile of biiildin<;, unitins; the ma-j^tiilcence of 
§ rpyal palace, with the strength and security of an 
imprefl^n^ble fortress. The soldiers were sprung 
from the differ^^ntdans of the Mowbrajs, and with 
thpir wqriike leader had often fought valiantly and 
^uccesis fully, and hat} defended with fidelity incor^ 
^uptible, the rights of their beloved commander. 
This castle of Thirsk, froin its enormous size, was a 
g^iiide to the North, from all rhe abbeys and small 
pasties which surrounded it. To the Eastward, from 
its lofty turrets, a romantic and diversified prospect 
:wa8 seen of the rus:ged steeps of Hambleton. Near 
.those rocks, was a hermitage on Hood Hill; con^ 
nectei with Whitby Abbey, and founded by the 
family of Mowbray. Beyoud Felixkirk, on Mount 
St John, stood a Preceptory of the Knights of St, 
John of Jerusalem, founded by William Percy, in 
tbe preceediug reign, and which was afterward* 
granted in exchange by Henry VIII, to the Arch- 
%bi>i? 9i Ywk, Morliuyards was the castle of Up* 



18 HTSTonr et^ 

sail, now also in ruins ; reported to have be#n irsi 
built on the spot where had been'discoiered a trei^ 
sure hidden in the ground, and Trom whoae niin^ the 
more modern mansion, New-building, seems to hart 
arisen Six miles East of LJpsall Castle, was the 
noble abbej of Kievalle, now Rivalx, near Helm- 
sley. This abbey was founded in the year IIS I, ill 
the rei^n of King Henry I., by Walter de Espee, a 
Baron of his^h rank and ample pofs^esrions : who 
introduced the' ('istercians into t^e North of Eng- 
land, by founding this abbey of Rievalle, which ha 
peopled with monks from Clarevalle. Ti.is waa 
the head of the surrounding abbeys of By land. 
Fountains, Hood Hill, St. Mary's, and Jervis; and 
was also the burial place of Walter de Espec. To 
the West from the turrets of Thirsk Castle, was 
seen a %vide \iew of the Western Hills, in a state 
of higher cultivation than those to the Eastward* 
jimonffst these hills was situated the town of 
!Ripon: farther onwards, the celebrated abbey of 
f'^ Fountains, which owed its origin to the separation 

of some monks from the Ben-^dictine Monastery of 
St. Mary's at York, who embraced the rue of 
Cistercians, and established thenselves in this 
bbbey, whose patron Saint was St. Bernard the 
Abbot of Clarevalle. It is observable, that in- the 
year 1526, William Thirhke,* B, D. was the Abbot 

* As it was not unusual for ecclesiastics to take their 
Barnes from the places of tbeir r •»♦'▼! ty. it ig highlj' 
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^ FomrtaiaB Abbej.* To the South were seen 
Ibe tbwers of the castle of Topcliffe, the seat of 

» I ■ ■■ ■ ' ' " ' " ■ ..I.I ' ■■ ^ 

probable that this celebrated character, Has a na- 
iire of oar boroa^h of Thirsk. fruth obliges us to 
make rather an aufavourible report respecting him, but 
we copy the words of Henry F^rcy, the Sixtli Karl of 
Northumberland : *' Thfe' Abb^ot of Founlains do'th not 
indeafoar himself lyk^a discrete father towards the 
•aid con?eut and the prot'et of the hous ; but haith^ 
against the same, as well solde and wastyd the grtat 
parte or all th yre Ktdre in cataili, as alsoo theyre 
Wooddis in dyrerse contries, &c., &e. 
-,. . .J M J Your's, assury'd, 

ThisxxTjdayofJttoe. „ NOaTUUMBERLAND.'^ 

<< To my bed-fellow Arondell." 

One of the fisitors repo ts of him thus : 

*< Please your worship to understand that the Abbot 
of Fountaus hath so greatly dilapidate his house^ 
Wasted ye woods, notoriously keeping six whores; and 
fix days bc^fore our comings he committed theft and 
sacrilege, confessing the same ; for at midnight he 
caused his chaplain to stole the keys of the sexton, and 
took out a jewel, a cross of gold wiih stones ; one 
Warren, a goldsmyth of the Chepe, was with him in his 
chamber at the hour ; and there they stole out a great 
emerode with a rubye. The said Warren made the 
Abbot belie?e the rubye was a garnet, aud so for that 
he paid nothing, for the emerode but ,£^ ;. He sold 
him also plate without weight or ounces. (Subscribed) 

Your'fl, &c. 
« From flichmont,. H. LAYTON. 

(in Com' Ebor') the 4Jth Jan." - 

This Abbot, as well as some others, was executed at I 

Tyburn on an accusation of being concerned in the ^ 

insurrtiCtion in Yorkshire. Some have been su^jposed 
to suflfer on false charges,' but Burnet says, ^^ it was 
believed that most of the great Abbots cherished it."— 
Vide Hisi. of Uipon, part t, p. 184. 

f Different grauti to the monks of Fonntains Abbejy | 
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Ear) Tetcy, a ufrdrg fortregg, nnd Mtrt fdi^ Of 
leiiLtiiiil plea<.ure c^r.iindti. 'Jo tie kit wab th» 
cas'leof Hinders! ill/near Sheriff Hutton^* ii^hich 
MJB Luilt tv the l!rrorrs cie (;re>ftiotkj at the tiutit 
Fountains Abbe)" i^as built, ano called hy souidj 
frcni the niiiiiber of springs siirrounding it, Hun* 
dred SKe!l.+ Far! !:er still was the castle of Craike^ 
iind still more flistant, the stupendous cathedral of 
York closed tl e view from the turrets of Thirs^ 
sublin^ed b\ the frrand outline of the liambletolk 
IMI'^ ; iiild in its bcldc^r features, but ^et abound/ 
ing with the <vlvaii t^cenery of the >aie of Mowbraj^ ^ 
beautifully v«riegated, and widely extended^ 

Ttie cftstle, With its ontworks, occupied four aci«t 
of ground ; but now scarce a sione remains upoa 
another^ to n>ark the scene cf all this buklle and 
confusion. The view, on passing the grand en* 
triiixt, was calculated lo bUii^e ltric.r iiito the 
];/t'hciLcr. 'ii»e |ji;iioeiou« iioii ^c^^tii iiii 4it;u ueci^ 
^il) on their hiu^es, "grating i>an>lii iLuuder." 
I'he courts were filled with the warriors of tb^ 
Mo\4 bra^s, who nightlj traversed the raujparts, to 
keep diligent watch over the inmates of the easily 
and to prevent a surprisal by lurking violence^ 

hy the fairily cf Mowbray, are recorded iii Hargrota^f _ 
Bist. of Kiiaresboiou^h. "" 

* " Bi^ilt by Beitiaud de Bulmer^^'-^Catodin* 
[ i Camden^ 



Vtie jfrefaf hall was of sjpacioi^s dimensions ; and its 
Itecorations were of exquisite workmanship ; hun^ 
'iith waving banners, the fruits of hard earned 
victorj^; it was the glory and delight of the as* 
•embled chieftains^ at the sumptuous banquet, to 
reoouht the da^s that were past, the battles where 
those bloody trophies had been won, and the valii 
lint achievements of their departed ancestors. The 
icene is finely described by the poet of antiquity, 
^ The night passed away in song: morning re* 
turned in joy. A thousand chiefs leaned forward 
from their seats, to hear the voice of the bard."* 
The grand stair-case was likewise of curious work* 
tnanship; its carved work displayed the hand of 
kn ingenious artist; and all tae other principal 
i^ooitis were proportionally superb; particularly 
thos^ of the South Wing; as became the owuer of 
fcuch large domains. 

In Roger de Mowbray, the unfortunate always 
fband a friend; one that not only pitied their mis- 
fortunes, but also used his endeavours to relieve • 
them: in battle he was valiant, and like a genuine 
Wro, spread slaughter and destruction around liim. 
Hewasoflofly stature; and his noble mien and 
condescending manners won him many friend* ; 
amongst them unfortunately was the son of hit 

• Ottiaiu 
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Sovereign : this Prince so insinuated bimself inl# 
the affect ions of Roger, as to be the occasion of hit 
greatest troubles, in attempting to raise the sou to 
the throne of his father.* 

; In the reign of King Henry 11; his son Heniy 
was assigned an equal share in the Government 
with himself, and afterwards rebelled against his 
father The said Roger de Mowbraj joined with > 
the party of the son in this attempt which proved 
unsuccessful. Sir Roger having escaped to Aln- 
wick, and fearing that his cast e of Tbirsk would bo 
attacked immediately by the King, instantly dis- 
patched a messenger to his Nephew, John de Mow- • 
bray, informing him that their plans had proved 
abortive, and of his fears respecting Thirsk ; but 
charged him on his salvation, not to surrender thQ 
castle, should King Henry's troops demand it: 
as he was raising some men amongst the degraded 
Barons, and doubted not, in the course of a short 



♦ '* Thresk, commonly Thkusk, had formerly a yety 
strong castle, where Hoger deMo\vbray began his rebeU 
lion, aiic; cailM in the King of Scots to the destructiod 
of his country ; King Henry the second having veiy un-* 
advisedly digged UI^ oun gkave, by taking his son iiit<l 
an equal share of the goyerum^nt and royalty. But this 
sedition was, at last as it were quemcht with blood, and 
the castle utterly demolished, so that f could see nothing 
of it there, besides ^he rampire/--«»«Caiiiden's Britaunia^ 
1695, 756. 
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tfme, to bring some soldiers to its relief; beinff de* 
H^rmined to withstand the utmost vengence his en- 
ffftged sovereign could inflict. 

John received with great regret the news of the 
Ihilure of these plans of his Uncle, and of the other 
gobies who were engaged with him in theenterprize. 
He was determined, at all events, however, not to 
give up the possession to an enemy, and to ^eli hit 
life at as dear a rate as possible, 

• In every part of the castle, all was now bustle and 
confusion, and in preparation for the assault which 
was shortly expected. Every entrance w&s well 
guarded, the most orderly discipline observed in the 
garrison, and scouts were dispatched in all direc- 
tions. 

• On fhci evening of the 8th of March, in the year 
jnZ5f a strolling party from the , castle suprised a 
King's messengper from the army, near TopciifFe 
Castle, who was on his route to Dunbar: when 
brought prisoner to Thirsk, hlB informed them that 
Lord de Valence was marching ai the bead of ten 
thousand men, to reduce all those rebellious castlet 
in the hands of private persons; suflering only 
those to stand, which were necessary for the de- 
fence of his Sovereign Lord's dominions ; and that 
the troops of Henry were expected to be at York 
•n the J 2th; the very day on which Roger d» 
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Mowbray expected to arrive at bU anees^Veai^i)^ 
of Thirsk, witb a confiidentbie reinforceipfnt Hoa{ 
dauntless was tbe determination of the man t With 
a han'iftil of troons, he hooe?! to conf|iier a host of 
fo^s ; thowflrh be could not but denpnr of « lon^ 
, resiAtiince to bis powerful enemy^ SH) Henry wai 
resolved to chastise tl;tf insolence of the Barons; 
and r^z^r them subjeet and submissive to hit 
•overeign will. . 

All passed on quietly at the castle till the nisrht 
ofrhe llth of March: they were eagerly expectmg 
the arrival of Sir Roger and his troops ; when tho 
(lentinel on duty at the highest turret espied the 
troops of Lord de Valence coming from Easing* 
wold, afier reducing Craike and Hinderskell Cas- 
ties, and peopling^ them with their own men: yet 
John was determined to resist King Henry's at* 
tacks " Undoubtedly/' aaid he, <* the lives of 
iny family are forfeited ; why then should 1 yield 
tamely to my fatp? Much better will it be that 
I shoitld bravely die, in defence of our rights and 
libertieK " He therefore retired for the night, after 
having seen the gate*^ secured, and the sej^tinelf 
posted on their respective stations* 

John arose in the morning, after patsiag a sle^pt 
less night, not at all benefitted by his rest : having 
buckled on his armour, he examined the respective 
Y\ ards; and found all in battle array. 11^^ ^^f 



illifid^d ttl« ^imdards of the lidu§8 i6 ^6 broiii^^H ; 
Md, -haviag prtanted them in the midii of tiie ^f<3itl 
tiall^ lie called a getieral asseinbly of thd kni^.ul 
And Hrdrriors, itho received him vvUu tamultii^^i^ 
i{>plailde as h^ thtt^ addrediadd them : 

^Watridrs to(^ Friends 1 I hav^e as^drriaidJ j^dj 
i[ere^ to ascertairi if you are ready to defeii d wiiH 
ine this fortress. I fully e±pect my Uncle thij 
(Say, with the troops he has promised td briil^ ; biii 
ihe King's arniy id now encamped on Felixkirri 
Moor ; and I Suppose they intend to attack tiii^ 
6^tle at sunsdt. Ij therefore, wish to knovV if yod 
trill remain tiriie 16 my standstrd ; if riot, you are ai 
full liberty to retir^ frortir the diitJes' Ulifth Will 
•therWis^ b^ iiiipdii^d u[^on j'ou.'^ 

iThey all declare^l, with on^ cdnsdnf, thdt ihey 
Iv'd'uM f\oi surrender the castfe, ivhile An^ drop of 
biool (towed in thdir v&Mz arid e^ch fetlr^d id 
hh statidrir; 

Shortly After, a herala a^Vieiirel at iUe ^a^e, anci 
iA^utrdittjs: a blast, demandied a parley, J6h\\ M 
WoWbrafy ascertded the bjittlenr^n^s of ih^. JoHy 
Ifiites, ai^d leaning over the parapet, lisf^ned 16 ihi 
Aprtsti^e comm!S«ri6fi of the Kind's itierfseno^^r, '^ lidrcl 
§e Valence,'* ne announced, " wa«res not \Hr ^}(H 
^ l^ei fieedaitaandB ithts casptld id m d^f^iHi 
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up to hinii or the ruin of it is inevitable ; yield im 
him the castle, and you may expect such mercj 
as obedience deser\ es ; but should yo\i and your 
people rashly dare to brave his anger, and disdaia 
the mild clemency of these terms, the chastisement 
of war will quickly ieaci. you the danger of an ob- 
stinate resistance: and an ignomii>iou8 death awaitt 
the traitorous offenders." '* Say to your comman- 
der," John firmly replied, " that I value not his 
threats, and that I will defend the castle to the la^t 
extremity. You have your answer." 

The herald quickly disnppeared; all now at- 
flumed the formidable aspect of a brave defence: 
and the most determined spirit of loyalty to their 
coT^mander seemed to prevail throughout tho 
eastle. 

No attempt was made on the eastle that night ; 
but at dawn of day the following morninff, a mes- 
seni^er arrived in breathless haste with the doleful 
tidirffs of the total defeat of Roger de Mowbray, 
near Northallerton, by the King's troops, who were 
inarching from Bernard Castle to meet the forces of 
Lord de Valence, and make one strong body to 
crush the sons of rebellion; but that Roger had 
escaped, favoured by the darkness of ni^ht, and had 
not been discovered by the enemy. This bad newt, 
iras a great damp to Joho^ as it was now impossibk 
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Ibr Um to defend the castle with success, those sup<- 
plies being cut off, andthearm^ otLord de Valence 
nearly at the gates. ^- 

At noon the rojal armies were in possession of 
fhe caistie, which m^s surrendered by the general 
consent of the garrison. John de Mowbray was 
conveyed prisoner to Craike Castle, and there con- 
fined ; but at t|;ie accession of Richard to the throne 
(iheeldest surviving son of Henry 11,) he was re* 
leased, and reinstated in those possessions which 
bad been forfeited by his Uncle, Sir Roger de 
Mowbray, 

After hts defeat at Northallerton, Roger de Mow- 
Way went a second time to the Holy Land ; where 
he remained during the remainder of Henry's reign. 
In the second year of Richard Coeur de Lion, oa 
the 12th day of July, A. D 1191, the city of St. John 
de Acre surrendered to the armies of the Crusaders, 
under the command of the King of England, *and 
Philip of France. No less than 300,000 Pilgrims 
are said to have perished in this expensive siege of 
two years ; among whom were very many Princes 
and noble personage^, whose armorial bearings still 
retain some badge of this Holy War, as Esculkp 
Shells, Starsj Crescents, and Crosses. The e%^ 
cutcheon now visible at the S. £. angle of the 
tower of Thirsk Church, and which is commonly 
ascribed to the family of Mowbray, bears to this 
D 2 



ftif; Honourable distini^tioD bestowed on tbeviUiMli- 
achie yement? pf gif Roger in the CDi^ide Pf JUifhni 

fhe arms nf Lprd I)af«a, tbe ^i^lof IiWmU^ 
tbc fannlies ot St. John, Min^bul, Tiinfj^M^^Vlliflll)^. 
-- <fec, ace riecorded pu the p^g^ ql Hu^tftjfjr* i^^Hb^M 
tinguished Uy thi^ Iftstmg iMeipori^l pt UifMf aiijgHf^ 
^91^' mistaken ^Iftj and ir^il^^^ l»Ww-! 

Pnlhe ISUi, Acre w^s ^ualljr dJY,i^ ll^ci^ 
the two Kings of £nglaad and France. X\i^ £^rlE 
and Barons who atteitded them in this e?;pedition|^- 

"f deFired that they also might be sharers in the g»!W«|^ 

as thoy h?id beeji ip thp l^iboiirs and dangers pf f^Jl 
drR*riTctive ^lege: but as they Received po sMj^x 
faction, (npst ^f them were CQinpelled to geljl ^fip 

'* rrnsand return homewards. jpro^)al>lj Rpg^i; de 

]Vtow!)ray might he among thct nuipber;^ for we 
find that he retired ^hprtly after tp the w)lilude oC 
l\>lanf1, for the repiainde^.<^f his days ; where, after 
9 8borl illrie?^, h? departed ^h^s life ; a^d^as buriec^ 
\o the ^bapt^i-hou^e pf iha^ abbey. 

Jii\e^ the lapse pf more thap (JW F^rfe Marti| 
8tapyIton+ Esq, discpvfred, from ancient MfeS.^ 

> iia^^iii by lindal, I, «5Q, ii®te (3.X 



%i 4^f«ct pboflt in Bjrlwci AbhojF^ whesm lajFtbn, 
boo^ of th^ illustriqjn^ Roger^ whiqh be cau^^i) ti|| 
1^ di^jinterr^di ^nfl convened theip in his. carriag;^ 
,09- (^ ijepq^ited at JV^^ytqii, ii^ \\^ month of 4ul7«, 
1819. fragment^ pf the coffin, ^nd sroali pieces oj^ 
|he 1^068) &C. were qbtaiiiea b^ different persons ^ 
9^dw9 now preserve^ bjr <^9|« pPi^^^iOP Y(i\h <be 

KiBf Henry II., who was at Northami^tQa wlieii, 
ihe castle of Tfairi^k was taken, macle use of tho. 
peaceable times- which succeeded, to demolish al| 
the fortified castles still remaining in private handSi, 
which had been so is^reat a check upon the power of 
tho Sovereign, Thir^k Castle was involved in the 
^lamitj; and the halls o/ feudal niagQiQcence w^rf. 
Revelled with the dust. 

^5 Hark ! the loud engines tear the trembling wallSi^ 
And from its bi^e the massure fabric falls, 

And all at once these ancient honours fade ; 
These lofty towers , and all these noble spoils 
Sink itito silence, 'midst intestine broils 

In prostrate mi^s lost^ and d^^rk obliYipn laid.*^ 

The onljr remaining^ vestiges yet i\etaiQ the apW. 
puliation of The Castle Yard ; and the subterraneai\ 

Sir Miles Stapylton, one of the original Knights of tha. 
(carter; and also from Beatqce^ flftm^l^ter of Jj^ilof 
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vaults having some yeart since giveii way, eads^A ' 
the earth to 8ub<»ide about four feet at the surface. 
IP the spot were explored, something curious might 
possibly be discovered, well worthy of the under- ' 
taking. 

The remaining rnins are so many memorials of 
the vanity of earthly grandeur, which, like man 
himself, is humbled and laid low in the tomb of 
oblivion, and frequently irrecoveribly io.st, even to 
the exertions of the most diligent security. Eiia/n^ 
ipsce periere ruinas. The very ruius are decayed 
and lost. 

With this period the History of Thirsk Castle 
closes forever; its later desiiiiies seem to be be- 
neath the notice of History; and to have escaped 
the search of the curious. Its venerable remains 
are well worthy the exa nination of the ani.quary : 
and the vestiges of deimrteu greatness canuot but 
excite a melancholy pleasure iu the breast of the 
visitor. 

If Thirsk and Upsal Castles in our own neigh- 
bourhood, and many others in the kingdom, no 
longer exhibit their warlike towers and stately 
walls in a posture of defence, we are thankful they 
are no longer needful. Now, w.e behold in the 
aspect of nobility, a philanthropy and benignity 
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diffusing real blessings, in the patrona^fe of every 
imtitiition^ which has for its object the ioetructioa 
of the ignor'int, the relief of suffering humanity^ 
and t1)e general amelioration of society. The be* 
nign influence of Christianity has produced tho 
pleasing change. 



Resuming the History of the family of Mowbray, 
we find William de Mowbray,* A D. Il99, suspect* 
e^ of favouring the claims of Arthur, Duke of Bret* 
agnf^, in opposition to those of King John, for tha 
throne of Rnsriand: but by the promise of restoring 
to them all th^ir rights, the hostile lords were pre- 
vailed on to take the oath of fealty to John. Tha 
name of William de Mowbray stands honourably 
recorded, as one of the nobility who demanded a 
eharter of that King. A. D. 1214.f 

Roger de Mowbray, who died in the fiftj-first 
year of Henry IIL, A. D. 1267, was interred in 
the priory of dominicans at Pontelract J 

* Rapin, I, 250, note (3.) 
-t Rapin, I, 275, note (2.) 
X Boothroyd'a History of Pontefraptj 34p» 



In the reifpi of Edward II., Mil ^ l^^nrMfcjPi 
Ooverapr of York, was orden*d t6 arcaj ftU tM 
feneible ndefi within the i^apeiltake of Stainorosgi 
ko attend the Kin^'d expedition to Scotland^ H« 
^^ one of th€ barond ¥rhi^ opposed the^ King% 
favourites, the Spencers ; but wad taken by th4 
i-oyal army, at the baitle 6f Borougfhbridge, A. IJ. 
13SI, and with two others, was etecuted at Yorl^ 
and hung in chains bj a Sentence past^ed^against 
ihetn by the King, at Pontefract Castle. Thel 
cause of this civil war^ which drenched the scaffoldl^ 
with nobl^ blood to such an extraordinary degree 
to has not since bedn witnessed, was the King's 
tybnoxious fondness for the tatourites, #ho wer# 
the objects of popular odium, on acooont cf their 
oppression^ and haughty demeanor. During tbr# 
i<«^^, in the neighbourhood df Thirsk i^ere f>ught 
against the Scots^ the battles of My toil dn tlie Swale^ 
ilorlthaHerton, Boroiighbridi7f^,Knaresboi^Qgh, an<i 
fttpM ; l^orthalleftofi and ^ipon were fkimotiied fef 
Edward f6r 1000 noarks each -^ bfit Knaa'esboroag^ 
teas totally bui*nt by the tietorioos Scd««. 

^ To BoftdfcG^BRYnGE, i>f ttiii Atid West he* ftMfit 
Amf home ag«yiie, with maoj' a prysonfer, 
Withdut hariiafe 6r Fette of his ^tea« 
With mykell good, hut io Mytoa meac(owe tietb 
To Swale water, laye then with great poiter 

4^ >,--■ •■Tr,yi^«-nrdr,rty^j8? t% ifii'ntfm^r-i,: 

* Robert &aclfi 
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"Walteii Wajjevn amjng the hay kockes buslifr!, 
.Upon the Byshop* socln^ly wi^h Sroffes y^sued." 

Hardy ug's? Chron. Kdnnrd [f. 
'' l^'ol. 172, col 'Z. 

A battle was fousfht near NorthaUerton in tha 
reiVn of Stephen, An??. 99, 1 138, and on other days 
of the same year, skirmishes have taken place near 
that town, 

John de Mowbray, at his death was found to hold 
the manor of Thirsk, in capite of the King, which by 
favour of King Edward III. was restored to his son 
John in the year 1327, who was afterwards present 
at the memorable battle of Crecy. At the coronar 
tion of Richard IX., A. Di I3t7, the title of Eari' of 
Nottingham was conferred upon the head ot th^ 
house of Mowbray, which descended to his brothet' 
Thomas in the 6th of the same King. Thomas was 
distinguished, A. D. 1378, by his opposition to an 
invasion of the Scots; but was afterwards blamed 
as an accessary to King Richard's design of mur- 
dering the Earls of Arundel and Warwick, and the 
good Duke of Gloucester. He was, however, in- 
duced by the King's haughty demeanour, to resign 
his command as Admiral of Ens^knd, together with 
4he Earl of Arundel,t A. D. 1S67, and was doomed 



* Xfcfihishop of YoFKi 
j- B^pin I, 463. 
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by the arbitrary Monarch to feel the effects of |)is 
resentnveiitj with Arundel, Gloucester, Warwick, 
ami l)erl)y» but the Parliament afterwards passed an 
act grumijii* a general pardon. During the reign 
of this Prince, John de Mowbray was also created 
Duke of Norfolk ; but the heirs male failing, Jii» 
^stHtes passed tothefemiljes of Berkley and Howard| 
^ whoiu the title descended by intermarriages,.* 

John de Mowbray, it appears, was present also 
pit the memorable battle of Agincourt, and the siege 
of Ha file ur. And faia successors ere frequently 
pientioned on the page of history, as filling variquf 
^tuatioQs and offices of hexiour and profit* 

IhtheyeairHCa, the Elirl of NoHhumberlafi* 
fa Mowliray) having: nec^fve^ sm be thought, sn itfk 
jfiry nndtiffrontfrom fhe tiew Kinfr, Heniy IV**, 
raided the standard of r^ireiH, aii^i*^ thi? arase tf 
Ae bloorfy battle of Shrewslairy. Ulicrraieftil ffir tlf^ 
li-Fe panjen he reamvei from Ihe Kni||:^(l^r t}iji^ 
tetcle, he a secosid time re^ieHed, ami Wf4h h&fi 
Aaril^lf raided Bim airmy i* Sgo4I»iu1 to ifivude &n§r 
Jiilid. Thiey entered Yorkshire) and set \ff i)|»jr 
.hostile 9t»nd»rd »t Thii^^ dfchring their gbjeet 40 
Aiefhe i^eMor^tim e( ¥4^mHJi Mca^ipftpt'i U^rl rf 
Mmtch, who, their tnaiiiffestb asaertfid^ hM ItMll 

* llapin 1,637, note (3.) 



ujgti^y *ttfti«d from the Ctoxirn. Sir tiicmiaS 
Jrtokeby, Sheriff of York, engaged the rebels with 
TVhae iroops he could raise for the emergency; find 
go succfcssfuHy, that Mowbray was slain oft tiie 
«W, and Lord flardblf *as capture i, ffosev.reiy 
•wounded, that he died in the cour-e of a iew days, 
•ifhi^ battle wa;8 fought near Haslewood, im liiiMui. 
ham Moof, Feb 19, l408. The Ai>bot of iiaie. 
being tftlien in arms, m* hniigea M York, wuH. 
niafly others of his party ; aftd tiiO toeaus oi tae two 
lords were sent to the King, and exluuitea u:,oft 
£ondon-bridge.» On account of the number of' 
Ecclesiastics robed in their Surplices, slaifi in thra" 
battle, it has usually been dehoaiiftated the fV/iite 

A. O. I4S9, an ihsurrectidn iir favour of the 
House of Lancaster brofte out in Yorksiuie, which' 
John Mowbra)-, Dake of iNoriulA, w-s suui oued 
liyKmg Edward I V^. toqueil. I'ae ro^ai army, 
ihiaei' the «ommana of the Earl ot FemiJioKe and' 
<ft;h<jr distinguished leaders, proved lindiljr unsuc- 
cessful itt the battld ot Haubury, d uW 2!ti, 14oi>.t 

« Adother flame of rebellion likewise broke out 
tere, in King Henry the Seventh's reign, A. D. 



* BApin f, 499. 

+ Rapin 1, 606, note (7 )" 
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1488. For the lawless rabble repinlnj most grie-^ 
vously at that time, that a small subsidj^ was laid 
on them bj the Parliament, drove away the col- 
lectors of it, and forthwit^h (as such madness, upon 
the least success, spurs on.' without end or aim) 
leil here" (at Thirsk) " upon Henry Perck. Earl * 
of Northumberland, who was Lieutenant of this 
County, and killed him: then, under the conduct 
of John Egremond^ their leader, took up arms 
against their King and Country. Yet it was not 
Jong before they were brought to such heavy pun- 
jfihrnents as were due to them."* John a Chambre^ 
of Thirsk, was a distinguished ring-leader in this 
insiTrrection. The rebels were reduced by the 
Earl of Surry ; and John was executed at York, 
vifh a score of his accomplices: but was gracecf 
by the honourable di«itioction of hanging twenty 
leet above the heads othis fellows. 

AhoMi the time thirsk Castle was built, there was 
erected a small watch toiler at Sowerby, another 
at lelixkirk, another nt Kirby-Wiske, and another 
nt PickhiM. From those towers the iofiy turrets 
of Thirsk Castle were discerned, and when an ene- 
my was near they could alarm the castle by their 
hiazfifg cressets, whose bright flame was seen for 
miles arouird, and soon discovered by the sentinels 

* Gibson's Caipden, 756* [ ' " 
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6n watcli at the castle. . The mounf ,. near Sowerbj, 
bn which this watch tower was erected, is still re* 
inaininor : though some have taken it fcr a sepul- 
chral tumiil us, raised. by the Danes after a battle, 
as human bones have been dug up at its foot. 

Such tumuli are frequently met with, both sepa- 
rately, and coiinected; sometimes extending in a 
long line placed at regular distances. The eripction 
of a sepulchral tumulus is finely pourtrayed by the 
Poet, who coloured from nature, and may be quoted 
as an authority : ^^ I took a stone from the stream, 
amidst the song of bards. The blood of I'ingars 
foes hung curdled in its ooze. Beneath, I placed^ 
at intervals, three bosses from the shields of foes^ 
as rose or fell the sound of Uilin's nightly song. 
Toscar laid a dagger in earth, a mail of sounding 
•teel. We raised the mould around the stone^ and 
hade it speak to other years.''* 

Closing the eventful History of the Town o^ 
Thirsk and its Castle, which are so intimately 
connected with the family of Mowbray, it is a 
melancholy reflection that the page of History, 
even that small portion of it which relates to a 
comparatively lobscure town, is none other than tho 
relation of crimes and bloodshed. It is recorded 
of our celebrated moralist, Dr. Samuel Johnson, 
that, being asked why he did n6i more frequently 

* Ossian* 
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read Ilistorj, he replied, "I do iidt Icte tO f6a4' 
theAiVNALs OF BLOOD." I'ho ' recoHing suagef 
may well ^ drop a tear/ when such subjeet» ar« 
j^resented to his pen : Happy would it be^ courd 
a thousand tears was^h away the crimes Which it is 
the bu8ific$s.^f (lie Historic Mu«e| teilhfUlly to 
transniit in impartial colours, to the eye ^S fd^' 
Itority ! 

** O'er Hi&tory 's leogtbeiiJOf . course 
The vein of pcrseveripg fury tvn^^ .' 
And be that reads its pages, Hghtly calU theui 
Records of Carnage, Chronicies of Blood," 



In a survey of the town, H\i wxtW appear^, the' 
jbraveller is naturally led tp be^in with 



THE MARKET W^Aefi: 

WkfcBrfe « ittge sq<fa«*e of ildM^ ^ro^vtsfoiis, attd 
tamfkiixig of many p^ hotl^s^ tMt Unfeyrf tMiate)/ 
ilfifignfed by soitoe biildtags^ M ^e 6ehM. - TIk^ 
toll^bo^tll^ of toirmhdH, tlie ^hsmV^^ amd ^veral 
fJtllferbtritdiiigr Occupy Che middle or (he iiiarket 
place^ on each side of the cross. 



. The CRdiss i« an ancient square column of \he 
Doric order, erected on on ascent of four step«. Ttuj 
staft isnine feet in height, bearing on the cornice 
of its capital, four dials, facin|°; the four cardinal 
points of the HorifBOit. Thotigti- fw from elegant, 
the cross is venerable as a relic of antiquitv. 

In the Toll Bootii, is transacted the business 
of tlie manor QfThirsk, hy the appointed officers, 
l^be KDunicip'al government of the town, is vesteif 
in a bailiff, \*ho U chosen by the burgage holders, 
and is sworn irt fey the steward of th* I.ord of the 
manor \ for w^bm ho ftoldd a c!outt*leet once in the 
year, «* Alichaelnias, Xb^ ppeswt Lwd pf ^e 
D^anor is John Bell^ Es^j^uiroi of Tfairsk, 

An extensive circle for the purpose of but! bait* 
ing, yet remain^, with the ring,-*-a nionument of 
barbaritjr which is now bupj^jly gb^U^hei 

frqta the n}ajrk§t place, 
lttu|^,*o a>rdtig^Kbriag*, ftlpoii, tmi ihwethf. 
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Leaving the town for York, the road passes 
through ^^ 



FINCLE STREET, 



[Vincle, Danish ; an angle or corner.] * i. e. a 
•treet near the corner of the town. In the towns 
of Stockton- upon-TeeSjKnaresborough, Hull, Rich- 
mond, Carlisle, Workington, and Portinscale, near 
Keswick, this ancient name is given to a street. 

Fincle Street leads to an elegant stone bridge of 
three arches, formerly very narrow, fill it was late- 
ly. considerably widened, and is now a strong and 
ornamental fabric, of sufficient magnitude to admit 
the violent floods, which are caused by the heavy 
rains, and melting snows of winter. The river 
which divides the old from thp new town, is named 
Cod-beck^ or Caudebeck^ from the Celtic, cod a forest^ 
and bee the embouchure of a river, denoting a river 
skirted with woodA There is a river in Normandy 
also spelled Caudebec* 

Were a stranger to travel over our bridges in 
the heat of summer, he might justly wonder at the 

_ r ^ 

* Hargrove's Knaresborough, 6th Ed. p. 59. 
+ Bullet, Celtic Diet. Hutchinson's Hist, of Cumberi^ 
land, vol. 2, p. 374. 
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«i«e and'iMimT^er of the arches across so >mali a 
stream. But let him com^ thi« wav'at thfe tiirte of 
a winter flood, and there will be abunddJit proof 
that thej are flot too lar^e for the overflowing tor- 
rent pouring from the higher hills. The lines des- 
criptive of another bridge and river, may be applied 
to the present subject : 

Ni l >habet musis vel carmine dignutrt, 

Prater magnifice structum sine flumine pontem J 

Qua-,. erat sir\e flumine puWere plena, 

Nunc habet immensum fluTium, et pro pulvcre lutum* 

Nov. 3d, 1754, Thirsk bridge was entii^ly gashed 
down by a tremendous inundation, unequalled in 
the memory of the oldest inhabitants. Greatdamage 
was^ustaiified by the inhabitants whose property was 
situated near the banks of the river. A sudden rise 
of tb^ river- Rye on the same day, happened at 
Helmsley, by which two houses were eutirely de- 
stroyed, and tjieir inmates, to the number of thirteen 
persons perished ; one woman who was ill in bed, 
only, escaping. She wsi^ conveyed safely in bed, by 
the violence of the' stream, balf'a mfle down the 
river, and at last washed onshore into a field where 
she was found the next morning. , Other bouses 
were. p^riously. injured, as was also the stone- 
bridge at theV entrance of the town. • Fourteen hay 
stacks irere driven awav by the waters, upon bna 
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the advantages, with which in this, and ftianjf 
other parts of Thirsk, the public are now accom* 
Biodated. 

Thia street constitutes a considerable part of the 
Old Town ; some houses now standing in it are 
of great antiquity : towards the Northern extre* 
niitj, stands the Work-house, which bears marks 
of an age, to which tew houses can pretend* . Two 
inhabitants of this street, died about the end of the 
year 1S19, who were opposite neighbours, and both 
of whom had attained the uncommon age (^f ninety- 
five ye2LTs; both named John UarrtsoQ, but not' 
anywise related. I'ookhouse La^£ l^ads oyit 
of Long IStreet into 



St. JAMES'S GREEN, 



a spacious and healthy area, which has. lately 
undergone -great improvements, incline way of 
levelling and covering with gravel. -.Xlpin.or near 
this square, stood an ancient Chantry dedicated tw 
&t. James, and founded by William de. Mowbray^ 
In the r<?ign of Henry I., iirom whjch this part of 
Old Tliirsk has been named. No vestige of thia 
.buU(iing now remains; but wit))ff\.tbe memory of 
many still living, there sitdod'^nUld house ia 
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St. Jamais Green, with an antique ponderous 
door, studded with lar^ nails, supposed to have 
been an old church door, which might possibij 
have once belonged to St. James's Chapel. Hu- 
man bones have been found in di/rging near th& 
Old Elm Tree, which seems to prove that there 
may have been a place of burial attached to ihm 
ancient chapel. 

Tillthe year 1818, a venerable Elm, which ha^ 
been planted near the porch, , was the wonder and 
ornament of the Green ; when on the night of. the 
5th of November, it being« nearly dead, was^luck-* 
lessly cpnsumed by the mischievous sport usual on 
that celebrated occasion. The ancient Elm Tree» 
being the property of John B^ll, .Esq. Lord of 
the Manor of Thirsk, supplied its owner, in some 
of its undecayed branches, with materials for two 
substantial smoking chairs, which have been made 
with a Legend, cut in relief on each, ' The Old 
Elm Tree, 1820/ 

. Monarcb. of Elms ! now prostrate on the ground ! 

Long had'st thou braved the fiercest wintry blast; 
, But when the flames thy aged roots surround. 

Thine ancient grandeur falls subduM at last. , 

. In vain had time and storms their pow'r essay'd, 
Thy hollow'd trunk to smite with deadly wound; 

^ yputh grown to age might in the grave be iaid^ 
Ere TegetaUe death thy branches found. 



^ 
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What varying, changes hiunaa life Iiai ieep|y 
Since fir«t thy planted root in eai;tb vas pla|;M ; 

Farewell I for now no more thy branebe* greei| 
W'ith spring's returning honours ^lijlU !>e gr^c'd.. 

Man falis like Thee! but roan again shall rise^ 
■ And flourish iu fair verdure in the skies, ' ' 

It should be observed, that beneath this^tree the 
elections of members for this borough were accus- 
tomed to be held. Some young trees have beed 
planted on the spot, to supply its place. Leaving^ 
St. Jaoies'ar Green, 
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leads over anotber stone bridge ofibr^e ardics into 
the market-place. There are also tbree uopden 
bridges over the river ; one of which, origiualljf 
constructed by an individual, is (^hed tolij/ Uridge^ 
but improperly, as it is a eoayenient structure. 
Many edifices have been bailed Follies. This ia 
Ancient; for the castle begun at tt^ fitigjestiea 
ef Hubert d^ Bui'go in Waiei;, in 1^88, was named 
fcj himself Stu/tUia JJuLerti, and ^proved to be so 
at last ^ Again, passing the market pbee,. the 
Great Nortli Read to £dinbni^ leads through 

<* • > j '<m . .p.... I ' ' ' ' I ■ ' i . 1. n L > I ii ■ . . 11 ■11 . 11 . » i^ 
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ThiJ trarelter dan scatfcely JTail to horfice an an- 
ient house in KiaMloatb, which bai son^etimeg 
attracted the att^tionoF the curious, the fix^nt of 
which is stuccoed, ahd ornamented with a varietj 
of figures of arabesque work, some of which are iq 
tolerable preservation.* 

This stre^^ as its name imports, leai^ti^ toward* 
IHE CHURCH, 

which is dedicated to St. Marj Magdalen, aii|| 
C|)pears,to be partly ahcient,.and partly of a modern 
date, 'the livipg is a perpetual curacy in the gift 
of Jiis Grace the Archbishop of York; Matthew 
Jpntterwick, Esq. of Thirsk) is the Laj Rector^ 

• A few years ago, acurtr>us remain of ancient carrinf 
was discaref^d in tfae pann^ls of a doQr of oak, lit % 
small tenement near tbe market' place. It consists of 
l#o carred personages iri ancient costume, with's^nArit 
ifaaped boards; well execvted, with the dtte f4l7 ; It 
excellent preserTation. They are now in the possessiqii 
ma gentteman, who has had ihem placfd ia the fao^t^ 
lebr ef ta ekgiihr new uUiirek 
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It is a handsome strqcture of the order of ardbit^e*^ 

turc, commonly termed Gothic^: though some emi* 

nent antiquaries have stated that the terra English 

should be substituted as more appropriate ; sinco 

there, is little doubt that the high-pointed arch 

struck from two centres, was first invented in^thi^ 

eountrjr.Tbe poet Masqn caiocides ia this opinions 

-. .f 

....... A Mansion rose 

In ANCIENT English grandeur—* 

Coeval with those rich Cathedral fanes, 

(Gothic ill named,)— *'* Eng. Gauuen* 

The view of the church which is gradually pre- 
sented to the traveller in passing through Kirkgate^ 
has been deservedly admired ; the appearance of 
this building is extremely fine in every point of 
view ; but from the .steps leading up to the altar^ 
the internal prospect is peculiarly grand, presenting 
to the eye a lofty and extended vista of Gothic 
krches, terminated by the organ, which corresponds 
in its decorations with that majestic order of archi- 
tecture. The internal length is 160 feet, and the 
len«:th of the cross aisle 60 feet. 
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The to^el*, which is about 80 feet in height, is a 
plain structure, surmounted by on open parapet 
of ornamental appearance, corresponding to this 
battlements which surround the whole roof of the 
ehurch. It is supported at the angles by hutires6ei^ 



rffvast solidity, presentin^a profile far ffom eTe- 
gtokt. Oa the West sid^ is preserved a niche^ 
Cdntainino; an imaii^e of the Blessed Vir<>:in and the 
nMent Jesus, doubtless more ancient th?in the tovrer, 
and probaUy'l>elonging to an older buildino^. •The 
Wftjr contains no more than four bells : the deep 
imIIov tone of the tenor is justljr deserving of 
i^miratioa. 

The large bell, which ti'adition reports to have 
come from Fountains Abbey, is the most ancient 
,of the four, and bears the following irtsdriptioii ia 
beautifo] Old English Capitals :<--- 

41 Anno S miileno S quater * cento * quoque | 
den * est « hec t camp * 

o , ana -^ lesus ** 

It was the practice of the Uomish Church ttot 
only to consecrate, but also to baptize bells for 
religious uses, appointing them both names and 
sponsors.* These consecrated bells were held to 
he sovereign antidotes against all magical conju- 
rations, apparitions, thunder-storms, ten>pe^ts^ &c* 
Their various uses are described in the following 
£ouplet:. 

♦ Stopford^S PagsjBO»Papismus, I46i 
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^1 Funera plango, fulgura frango, sabbafo fiBiigdp 
Excito lentos, dissipo ventos, paco cruentos.* 

The bell now under consideration, lykh fbe dM6 
1410^ bears the name of Je«os ; a& did th$ femiwwi 
bell rn Ltchfietd Cathedra), i^hich uras kisuKk^Aia 
pieces if) tli^ Civil Wilts, i» 1653, f^nd irhich tr«0 

inscribed, 

^' I api th« bell of J^sus, and ^dw^rd Js ear Ki^^^ 
Sir Thomas Hey wood first caused me tp ring."* 

The other bella in Thirsk Cfaurdi qre modern*, 
bearing the names of church- warden^, and thexfatet 
1 729, 1 ; 75, and 1805. The former is also inscribed 
Voco'-Veni—Precare. I 

" The ringing of the curfew bell, morning and 
evening, is still continued at Thirsk. This was 
first instituted in the city of Winfjhester, hy 
.William the Conqueror, to keep the subjugated 
English from meeting over their clips, and debating 
on their grievances. At the time of its evening 
sound all lights and fires were to be extinguished ; 
nor might they be rekindled till it announcled the 
morning." ' Hence its name couvre feu^ or covet 
Jire. This was done by raking the ashes of the 
wood-fires, which our ancestors used, over the 

Z^ '^ ' "• ,, , — '•'•""•^' " • : -^' 

* Harwood's History of Liciifield*j 
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ghwUxg J^^fffh^^ ^^^y }^y upon the hejyplh.'* 
The. Im Avas. re;3cinded by Henry 1. the Conque- 
ror's youngest son, though the custom isyetgeae- 
irally observed. 

Jhe steep and ityll)ri^6f pf.thenave, which is 
^covered, with lead in the ancient manner, to^et»er 
with iUe gothic t)ihtidcles ot the battieuieiit, givb 
the whole building a noble appearance, not onlike 
« fc^the4ral, If he interior of the " high embowed 
iroof. With antique pillars massy proof/' especially 
exhibits a euripus specimen of ancient workmanship^ 
which has been much admired* It is constructed 
of Irish Os^ky which is said to possess tbie property 
of fsecuring it from the spiders and their webs. 
The. same circumstance is mentioned by Pennant in 
iiift ^eeosiit e£ the curious roof of Westminster* 

AhQY0 the arch leading to.the chancel, are curious 
.antique paintings pfthe devices commonly attached 
ib thi^ tfireive tribes Qf Israel: and many of the 
tlrtrinpQws .appear to. have been formed of curiously 
igf^intfii glass^ bearing coats of arms, and other 
*damf» with inscriptions But they have been 
toviernd^to Ml into decay, and the numerous re- 
Vvhieh.thQj have undergone, have rendered 



!! fltttM^ ^^iaohesier' 1^ 1S9. 
G S 
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hem '^ worse for mendfaig;" and now exhibit to 
the- eye of the indignant aotiquarjr, the vemtAlm 
fragments only, of . « ^ 

> storied windows richtj d^ht ' 



Casting A dim religious light/^ 



- if 



These windows having constituted a part of a morb 

ancient church, from whose ashes or ruins the pre^ 

$ent structure has arisen, exhibit also' memorial 

qf a superstition, which, though the feentence biT 

ortliodox;^ may condemn it, did in a singtilai' degrAi 

foster in this country the fin.e, and' till latety IfH^ 

lost, art of painting in glass. In the window of itte 

Te§try,pn the North side of the North Aisk?, af# 

several figures in excellent preservation.* ' Tto 

principal personage bears the hOtoottraWe tttliB*^'^* 

teonardus; beJovr him are aieen twe fcmaJWi «.*e 

designated Elizabeth - - - j the other exhibkil^r^ 

in the hem gf her robe, the well known exhortatioa. 

Orate p boiio Statu, In the East Windoiir dT th*» 

same aisle is one figure of beautiful eatecBtida, 

wearing a dUcal coronet, prbbaWy of the 'AitAijf 

of Mowbray, some members of which bore the titfe 

of Duke of Norfolk. TnIio East Window of tte 

South Aisle is decorated with numerous arftbrial 

bearings ; one escutcheon is of frequent occurrenc^t 

' Sable, a fess gules, between three masses pa»i»a^ 

.argent. No less than three escutcheons bear'Aeje 

aubs;, with a mullet for distinctioii^ aiid.oM IVith % 
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'tre^oent. ' A fiMmslle iigiire in this window b^ars on 
iter 4Mpea6(: the. i»oyal arni^- of England quartered 
with France; the motto curiously spelt, in Old 
English characters, T)ietjt et raonn drbt. Beneath, 
two %ures are labelled Anaa* and Cteopas« 
i/i^ny other figure^ have once been^ paintted in 
4his betkuti&I window, which the ignorance of 
HiefiddrB, and the accidents to which so fragile 
« fabric is liable, have long ago reduced to a 
strange- medley of broken panes. Below this 
^^window is observed a curious specimen of antique 
carving ; a coat graven in relievo in oak, on es^ch 
^ide. o( a pew door; being, the scanty jceinnant^ 
<»bich have escaped dj^stiuction, and which wer^ 
.much more considerable in the recollection of manj 
J^efsons nawr Jgving in Thipsk. ^ This South Aislo 
appears ta hove been a chantry, from a pisQina 
wbit^i.iA found ia. the wall; and which was cua- 
tomarily placed not only at the high altar, but also 
in the aislea and chantry chapels, where there were 
side altars for private masses. The use of the 
^^piscina was, \t ig^well known, that if a fly or ot^r 
^jinsect should fafl into the chalice before consecra- 
tion^ it might be thrown, together with" the wine^ 



* It appears that there was formerly a chantry of St. 
.Ann, at Thksk, to which,' on the sappressbo of reli* 
,^gloli9 Wuses, was granted the priprj[ of C^rthnsouii 

near Richmond^ Chantries al80| were in tiieir to^m 

fpeedlly alMi^dv 
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into tbis receptacle r bat sfioUld tkis hli|)pen after- 
Ivards^ it was oi*dered to be burnt super piscinsu 

The Monuments, and sepulchral inscriptioni 
contained In Thirsk Church, are extremely few. 
The most ancient and worthy of observation is'* 
ilat stone at the East end of the Southj Aisle, (wbich 
we have supposed to be a chantry), inlaid .with 
bras^, which once bore two inscriptions ; but it m 
ever to be regretted that thf^ unceremonious 'feet 
of heedless passengers have nearly obliterated the 
whole. The only legible characterls. remaining ar^ 
^n a brass plate, near the top of the stone, in Old 
£nglish characters : . 

■Hic iacet Rcfbtuis - - - clerus nup Rector Ecdic. i, 

- . - - . - - • - obiit xvi 
'il. disibr. A, dm. m,cccc,xix. cui ppicietur Ds. Amen. 

On ^ brass platt lower down. 

Es testis - w • - iacet hie lapis iste 
jEcopus - -- -- - *»- 

^ - • - iu qui - • • - si* 
pfSTire ttmriJces^ti venie flpes; 

Ofh an elegant marble tablet on the North nUe 
ermt KHant^el, i^ the fc^lbi/i^ib^ inacripttoii, to the 
Balfflwy oif'a lady ;v-- ., 



Neir this plade tire' the rdmftibA 
Of the Honourable Amelia Frederica Wilhelmina 

Mele^iivar Sparry ; 
The only ireiq^mng child of Charley, Baron Sparre, 

By Elizabeth, Countess of Gyllenborg Sparre. 
Ilewa^ Aid de Qw^ tp Charles XII., Kin^ of 
S^«de%t - , 
4i^d with him in all his waj^s ^ . 
JL Major-general; and twenty years li^injuster fron| 
• Sweden 

To the Court jDf Great Britain. 
. if e'eiP sibarp sorrow from thine eye did flow, ^ ^ 
If e'er thy bosom felt another's woOj 
If e'er feir beauty's charms thine heart did prove^ 
If e'er the offspring of thy' virtuous love 
Bloom'd to thy wishes, to thy soul was dear, 
This plaintive stone does ash of thee a tear. 
For here alas too early snatch'd away, 
An honest faithful heart death made his prey, 
Obiitvi. Oct. M,DCC,LXX7III. 

Over this monument is placed a funeral hatchment ; 
bearing Azur6, a chevron ermine. Motto— Jifor« 
Januavitce* 

On a pd slone Gwr the. vauU :wfV 

'• * ' - ... 

The vault of the Hon. Miss Sparre. 

Doomed to receive all that 'my sbtil holds deu*,^ 
Give ber that rest her heart r^bs^ fa^r here^ 
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O screen her firom the pain the tender knoWy 
The train of sfbrrowsr that from passion, flaw. . 
And to her envied new-boro kiAie adjoin 
That heavenly bliss fit foi^ sdch hearts as thine* ' 

The hatchnient <^f the Ute Ralph Bell, Esq. Lord 
of the Manor of Thirsk, bears-r-Sable, a chevron 
between three church bells, argent. Motto—iVbii 
omnis motiat. 

Affixed to d. pillar in the nave is a Latin Epitaph, 
sculptured on white marble^ to the mem&rj c^ a 
clergyman:—^ 

M. S. 
Joseph! Midgley, A. M. 
Hirjus Ecclesis Pastoris; 
Qui 
Linguarum Peritift, 
. . Lectione Sacrft, . 
Moriim Integritata 
' Modesti&'Sunitnft, * * .^) 

Exornattts; -. T 

Gregem ad Pietatem, Unitatem^ 

Caeterasq. Virtutes, 

Non minore Facundift, cohcitaik : 

Donee, Fato, Ebeu! celeri nimis sublafui^ 

Nondum Quinquagenarius, 

i SKal.Jul. ITfl*. 

Cum aumno Suorum XfUCt«. 
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Decesstt. 

SaTam duxit, Johannis Pybfts Filiara, 

(Viri huic Muiiicipio olim, pernoti'perq, grati) 

Paitris dignissimi FiUatn baud DegeueretUi 

Quas 

Pia, Fida, Benigna, 

Deo, Marito, Pauper i bus. 

Tilii uaici, septem deind^ Filiarum 

Mater Cbarissima, 

Hie juxta Maritum 

Uiia cum tribus 6 Filiabus, 

Jam Quinquagenaria 

8 KhI. Aug! 1710, 

Placid^ recubuit. 

The tablet is surmounted by an escutcheon, 
Baity of.t^n, or and sable^ a chief erminois. 

No other monument has been erected in this 
church, with the exception of the following, inscrib- 
ed o<i a bfMiutiful marble, in the South Aisle : — 

^ Sacred 

To the memory of 

.» Ann Pybiis, Spinster^ 

A native of thi« parisbj^ 

Wherein she lived 

Seventy- five years. 

She died 

^ , *Sh» lM'«^ January ,^ 1778, in the 

H 



W irrsToiiY or 

SSd year of Ber age, 

Sincerelj lamented 

By all IV ho knew her. 

Or 

Had beajrdof hen 

When the best heart and purest manners joined 
To nianl^' sense, w hich dignifies the mind; . 
When humble worth, from youth to age i^pprcnred^. 
Alike by rich and poor, admired, beloved ; 
When merit, such as greater heaven neV gave» 
By heaven is sentenced to lb' oblivious grave : 
We mourn the loss, and gf ieve that such depart. 
With eyes overflow ing and with woeful heart. 
j\. loss like this, here calls your sorrow forth, 
3e8tow your tears and emulate her worth. 

This monument was erected by Jokti 'PybM, Ei% 
of GreenhiU Grove, in the county of Hertford ; t& 
rescue from speedy oblivion the memory of 4 
beloved Aunt, universally respected for the various 
good qualities which adorn the Woman and i\m 
Christian. 

Three flat stones in the m^ve bear inscriptions tcf 
the memory of different person^; .which do hjq^ 
require partiaalar mention. ... ,^ , 

^Here it may not be irrelevant to mention, that 
On the 18th of Feb. 1601, one John Pibush wa» 
executed at St. Tliomps's Wateritigi for diMStiai^iog 



1m functions ad a Catholic Priest; under a sentence, 
bj Lord Chief Justice Popham** Ue was a native 
af Thirsk, and not improbably an ancestor ot Ann 
Pjbus, spinster. This was one of tlie triumphs 
mSProUdant intolerance. '" How painful asuoject 
of regret is it, that Proteatante should have imitated 
the Shurch of Rome, in one of its wor^t fxractix^s. 
Could some people reason, they would perceive 
that'the same arguments which vindicate their own 
liberty, establish that of ali mankind." V 

<j ■ •■■'■,', 

To return to Thirsk Church.— On the North 
•ide of the chan<^el near the altar, a flight of twelve 
Steps leads downwards to a chapel, beneath the 
chancel, resembling the ancient crypts ; now used 
for the purpose of a Grammar School. It is to be 
^erved that tjiis is not a free school ; the master's 
iwlary arising only from his pupils. The patron is 
Ae Lay Rector, Matthew Butterwick, Esq. 

• • . . • \ 
e Near the altar, in the South Wall of the chancel, 
ttre to be observed thr«e stalls, under as many 
beautiful, subdivided, Gothic arches, supported by 
buttresses. Seats of this nature are to be met vrith 
«n several churches, and have furnished matter of 
conjecture and controversy to the antiquaries, 
^heir use appears to have been tor the priesb 



* ^VUrrf *' Menwurs of MigsiQAa*/ {>rie»t«,. ly 208. 
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deacorr, and rabdeacon, to sit on d^eriftg soiind^trii^ 
of the high or solemn mass;* and their exi«tefie^ 
in Thirfik Church, together with the pistwa^ pro\ es^ 
the antiquity of the chancel; while the abseaea 
of the stone bason and tbe Western do0r, seems t^* 
render probable the more modem erection of fikw^ 
of the nave. 

On a brass plate ip frqpt of the spunding kcmr^ 
of the Pulpit, which is esteemed a well ex^.^ute^ 
specimen of inlaid work, is engraven, 

^ George Cooper fecitj 
July ye 7, 1736/ 

At the West end of *the nave is situated the 
Font, of ancient octagonal form, the large oak 
cover ot which is richly carved in the figure ^f a 
florid Gothic Pyramid, and suspended firom 1^ 
gallery above. 

A list of benefactions contains the following^ 
articles : — '' Henry Davison by his will, u^te^ k^% 
gave 20s. per annum in lairds called Oiuby^. \V iU^W 
Wrightson by his wHl, dated 1(*4, ga>B ^'^* '^ -^ 
two rood of land called Wetland. Kicharil Wjdgb*- 
son b} his will, dated 1725, gave 2b. peririowui) to 
be given in white bread on Chrtstn. as-day i 'in k«lf 
an acre of land called Kill-hill. The KevereH^ 

^ ♦ Geot. Mag. Aag. 1787. . \ . >. ^ 



MK Mrdgley by his will, dated 10 Nor. 1692, 
gave tti« eum of ISs. yearlj, and charged the close 
called Bransby Croft with the payment thereof^ 
Due to the poor 10s. yearly from the Methodist 
Meeting House in. Old Thirsk, dat^d 25th August, 
1764 Henry Croe by his last will, dated 22 
September, 1657, gave four wands* of land lying 
in the North Ings, paying 168. yearly. Timothy 
Place, Esq. of London, but formerly of this town^ 
left by his will, bearing date June 1, ISiO, One 
Thousand Pounds, 3 per cent. Consolidated Fund, 
to th^ poor of this ps^rish, for ever ; a proportionate 
part of the interest and dividend of which to be 
laid out every week in the purchase of bread, and 
distributed among such poor people of Thirsk, not 
deceiving alms from the said parilsh; with this 
Express condition, viz. that such persona shall bQ 
regular in attendance on divine worship ia this 
church.— The above named Timothy Place left 
also, by hil& last will, Two Hundred Pounds, 3 per 
cent. Consolidated Fund^ towards building the 
Organ in this church.". 

* It ap|(>ears that these are only a part of the 
Ibene&ctions wUtb have at diflferent times beea 
inscribed on the tables; different items having beea 
expunged with the paiutiag brush: as in the case 



• Wand, a Yorkshire term for the synonymoiis 
'•are^'apQtot ' 
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«y William Wrighlson's leg»qF/ gave - - - 2 rood 
0f lai>d;* where si vacancy is visible. Forwbai 
purftoee these exptingementd may have been per-^ 
farmed, we do not presume to conjecture. We only 
i^tate the matter of fact, which is well knowu in this 
lio'rough* 

The Organ h situated at the West end of tbii 
church, and was * erected in the year i8l3; 
Rev.' J. Flolmes, Minister 
Messrs. J. Had^n and Joseph Dresser, ' 
Church- wardehd • 
Muir, Wood, and Co. Edinburgh, 
Makers.* 

This instruiiiieDt iswor a finger organ; butaaa 
bairel organ, mist be acknowledge to be credi* 
table to the builders. It contains six barrels, eacfe 
J>*^y»g ^•^ standard tunes; amoi^ whic^h, we need 
tec^reely mention, Luther's inimitable Huntlreath 
PMm ; and Handel's oeleiHPated 104tb. The stop* 
are twelve, of which the Sesquialtra, Primjipa^, ,an^ 
Double Diapason, for clearness of expression, and 
sweetness o£.tone,> are, not frequency exc^^eded. 
.The fine falUjatJS of the latter,, especially, cannql 
Lut.be remained.. It is further obsfervable, that the 
IJxuiIile Diapa$QO;is.pldc^.d in front qf, the Ofgaq^ 
whicb.not4>oly S4ipersedes.the customary deeoratioa 
,(>f.^ppc/en. pipes for gilding; but aflbrds a fi^eer 
play ibr the Jidble sound ot that most ^Muti^ JMi^^i 



One most singular circumstance must not be 
emitted, which is the>are position of many of 
the graves m the Church-yard, attached to this 
beautiful edifice. An invariable custom has- been 
transmitted from antiquity to the Church of Eng- 
land, of placing the head of the coffin towards the 
JVest and the feet pointing to the Eastj for this 
plain reason, that the face of .the rising dead niaj 
be turned towards the rising of the Sun, from which 
quarter the second advent is expected ;. with how 
great justice, each one must determine for himself. 
But in this cemetery many, graves are pof^ited 
North and f>oufk^ as well as East and West. The ' 
circumstance may have arisen from a scarcity of 
con^ecrftted ground, which induced the Settort to 
place the coffins as closely as possible; In the 
opinions of some* this accidental mtsplactfig may^ 
be deemed of vast importance, since, buta^ few 
years ago, His Grace the Archbishop of Cashe} de- 
dined consecrating a church erected in Irelaod, Sot 
no other reason than itsfthf^rration from the cardinal 
points of the Compass ! With due deference to the 
decision of the Arbhbishop, it has been said that 
that point of the Horizon, where the rising Sutt is 
first discovered on the festival of its Palron Shinty 
tt the canonical East for the dispositioft of any 
partfcttfat church, and may be regarded (Twrdon the 
solecism) as its tneridian line ! It is well known; 
Aat mflnjr churches, and amongst them ia thie 
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eounty, the churches of Rivialx and > Kirh^lall 
Abbeys, as well as some churches id London, do ** 
not point due £a8t and West, but even North and 
South. 

The Parish Register of Thirsk begins in the year 
1556, and contains the following insertion in the 
first page :— Sic incipit primus liber. Liber f9.etiia 
vige-simo Die Septebris A^ D5ini 15^, Anqp 
Regjnoru Philippi et .Marias terfio et 4^, But.ii^ 
the same page it seems to be suggested that there 
have been some previous documents, which were 90 
defaced that they could not be made out. In initio 

desunt quSda qiise obscurata legi non poterant. 

t 
The following are' the names of the MiAist^iSi 
of Thirsk, so far as can be ascertained from ths 
Register:— 

About the beginning of the year 
J f)00, Revd. Thomas Todd 

16:i2, T. Gilleys ... , 

Matthew Hill* ^ 

1704, . Joseph Midgley died V . ^ 

1746,. . Mr Williamsoadied . , ^ 

J^- ■■■ ' ; ^. ; > : n— 7— -•. .^ 

* In 1G62, Matthew .Hill, M. A, Minister of Thjrsk^ ; 
was ejet^tefl fron the church by the Act ofUn\f6mfitff 
Of f hi* Act Mr Locke say*, thit " Bftrt¥ol <nde wiBiqf 
was fatal to our church and religion, by thrQw}nii^.^pf^^ 
-Very great number of worthy, learned, pious. "an jf 
oiiTiioiJoi DiviHtt.**' .a 5:^:..* 



lj^,43ifiy^. 4- ^^^ "^^^ Curate (resigned 

^ about thej'ear 176g; 

^""17(5^ * b. Addkpa 
I78S, T. Barker 

"" ■ if98, " 'J Hoimies', tte present Ministen 

^^ ^'TThP Rl^ct^f};; pf Thjrsk was granted by Flenry 
VIII. to Robert, Archbishop of York, in an inden- 
ture bearing date the 6th day of February, in the 
S6th year of bis rei§pi ; having been parcel of the 
possessions or revenues of the late priory of New- 
burgh : together with the churches of Brafferton 
and Thirkieby. 

NOHBT, 



(i. e. Nortli-h^; a village North of the town) is the 

name given 16 that part of the town situated upon 

, "^ •- ■ ■ ■ '. ■ ■ ■ ■ ■..• - — ^t -^ 

Mr Hill wa9 of Magdalen College^ Cambridge, a man 

of considerable talenU and learning, particularly in the 

Hebrew lanffiiage, and a serious and lively preacher* 

After being 'deprived oftirscuracy at Thirsk, he went to 

London, where af;^er a variety of changes and trials, he 

lost his little all by afire, upon whicii he subscribed a Iet» 

ter thus; ^SYjaar bretiier, dine re j sine spe, tantnm non 

sine se, M. H.'^^ jle al^rwurds embarked fof tke West 

Jndies, with little bf^sides fif^w clothes^ ^ Bible, a Con- 

cordance, aud a sinalt parcal of MSS» tie fixed at Charles 

, County i|i Afjarylandi in ^lb69,.)vh^e, at first a bxight 

* scene 6t ' uSefufness and comfort began to open, biit 

iirftof Wftfis Aew triais esLercisedi hi» faiHi arid |Mitience. : 

* I 
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tfie Editibrirgfa tlbai), on the batikd of tlie ritir. 
It is' a fOiral situation, and forms a pretty entnm^ 
to Thirsk from the Ndrth, 

. In the marshy near the church, flonfs a spring 
of pure aitd excellent water, commonly called 
Ladv-Well; doubtless a name of no modern 
ascription. 



LADY-WELL. 



^ Fies nobilium iu quofue fontiumJ' 

Inspir'd by Greece's hallow'd springi 
Blandusia^s fount let Horace sing ; 
-Whilst favour'd by no muse, I tell 
How much 1 love s^ireet Lady Weli,. 

Afoidst the willow shades, obscure. 
From age to age her stream runs pure ; • 
Yet has no seer aris'o to tell 
The blii^s thai flows from Ladt Well. 

Save that, in those dark distant days, 
When superstitiou dimm'd truth's rays^ 
The monk promulged from his cell^ 
That virtue dwelt in Lady Well. 

The ancient heathens are knowii to have paid 
adoration to wells and fountains ; the Koman 
Catholic Church ako adopted thii {Hradice^ and 
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^^Bce^mmny veils are still termed IfoifV .^V bllSt • 
#|r]^taia tine, oame of .some saijQty to whom they 
were dedicated. No doubt this w^ll ^^s dedicated 
to ^ our Laiyy^ the Virgin Mary. 

THE NUNNERY. 



About two miles to the North of Thirsk, was 
tituated a Convent, commonly called Harden Nun- 
nery ; surrounded by the woods of Dowlands, and 
encompassed with a deep moat. Little is known of 
its history, but we may safely reckon it arnon^ the 
objects of Henry Vlll'i plunder. 

Let us however, not grieve at the abolition of 
such institations ; which at the best, could layclatin 
to no more than negative efficacy. They mights 
chain up the struggling passions, and hold them in 
bondage ; they might effect a specious external al« 
teration ; but they could never change the heart :* - 

** But, harkl the cloister doors unbar ! 
The imprison'd victims hurry forth. 
Lo ! - pale-eyed beauty, lettered worth, 
To heaven their raptures lift in gratefnl strife. 
And drink anew the gales of liberty and lite." 
. p ' " _ . '. — — * — • 

* Dr Johnson said to the Abbess of a conreat which 
lie visited in France, ^^ Madam, you are here, not for the 
&OVS of TiKXU% bttt for the rv A.a of vies.'' 
I 2 . 
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The end, liowever, does in no vrUe jiiitti 
means. The ftessinfp? which haW att^rridi^d tJi# 
iteformation in tfiis country, caiinot be ftllow^d tH' 
juvStify that irreligloU'^ rafiaeit/, tifiich conikcate^' 
the revenues of six hundred and tbrtj'-fi\e monastic 
institutions ; ninety colleges ; two thousand three 
hundred and seventy -four chantries and free cha«- 
pels ; and one hundred and ten hospitals ; ammmtw 
jpg to the- enormous mi ip of £,ld\fiOO aimusrijl^. 
The Ostensible reason for Hepry'^ zeal ^i^^i^ the^ 
irreguhirities and corruptions oi the mona^teiiea^ 
and convents; his secret moljves iet ppstefi^, 
judge— V ... . 

" Dicite, pontifices, in sacris quid facit aurum. 
* ' ' ' ' ' ' \ r • . ' -! '" " -^ 

The sUaof il^e convent is rasw etittpi^iil^ m 
coppi^e^ ^nd^overrun with tfm})^wood. ; The wWftv 
IB jet disltngtiitil^able, but is nesiflf e^ecgrowA 
with briars mid tboiiiis, Jhe $eM: ^ silence ^f^ 
desolatt^^. ; . » t i 

^* The* thvt^ ^l^^es there' ite loae^^ hrfid^ the 
B1068 whittles to the ^fnd. llie fox id(*fe out ; 
the rank grass of the wall waVes round. Bi§ liead. 
Pesolate ip the tiviettipg otl^&utjr : silettei te4u the 
Ibouse of Moina»*^ 
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. < ■' ANCIENt EI^CAMPMENT.- • 

. Th a riieado\v, near the bridgfe In Milljjjatfe, (the 
property of Miss Story) beariri«: E. N. E. of thfe 
churcb, <8 foundvin aincieht encampment, (^om- 
moiity iawcribed'tio'the invadiii*!^ Danes. It^ fosi 
and vattUm^ toucher mih an agger or tumulus at 
^« of the aiiii^)es« are well defined, but of very 
small dimeniiions ; (not more than ISO ieet square.) 
It 18, hoffever, an object of curiosity to the lover 
af antiquity, as having., probably been the «cene 
of aoubf attack on Thirsk Cast|e, or the vestiges 
of stm^earlier hostilities. 

¥hfe' Jfefrtnan Antiquities of the place are few 
ifadeed.' The Roman Military Rr>ad from DerTrn^ 
ifo, or Aldby on ttie Derwent, to Caiaraciomum 
l^^ssed throu|u:h tlie town to Northallerton, giving 
name to the village pi Thornton-le-Street. 

i^AtURAL CURIOSITIES. 



At a little distance out of the town, on the in^^at 
!North Road, rises a MiNViiAL Water or Spa> 
lecnveiriently provided with accommodations for 
bathing, as well as for drinking the water. Itik 
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rf>IIecfed wifliin two batbing housed) behind tlnii 
Spa Inn, and ^^ is a brisk, sparkling, cfaalylieati». 
water. It is also piirp^tive and diuretic, rvsemUti^ 
the Scarborough and Cheltetibam waters."* 

During the summer months the Spa is consid^^ 
ably resorted to by the inhabitants of Thirsk and 
the vicinity; it was analysed by Dr. Pearson of 
J^ondoii, and found to possess virtues of a lueuical 
liiiture, which are by no means contemptible. 

In the spacious Gravel-pit l)ehind the cbiircb^' 
from which materials for the public roads are pro- 
cured, ditfbrent impressions of Organic KcMAiNtf 
lire frequently met with, such as rbrntta rtm^feni^^ 
gryphileff, mussels of ditferent species, &c.+ Ooif- 
old poet, Drayton^ in his Poly-Olbioo, mentionf 
the serpent -stones among "the wonders- of th* 
North-Riding,"— 

^' And fiionps like ^erp^nts there, yet may yee more 

behold 
That in their nataral fifyres are ap together rol'd ; 
Stones of a ^pherick forme of sundry mickles fraro^d^ 
1'bat well they globes of stone or bullets nji^t benam^d^ 

* l)r John K1liot*s Mineral Waters, p. 271. 

+ SoiTTfv bf-antiful 5»p*^ciT«en8 of these -organ ip - reipfiint 
a-e in the poss^ession of the Rev. J. Jetterfon, of Thirsk^ 
\ b' iits also a ecllectiou of other fosHlf . shells ; BrttWhy 
iComan and other. antiquities ;= Roti»Ro, Saxon, Chinese^ 
JitdiaPi and other Cpins^ an^^lent and modera* j- 
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\Fi>f any ordfianee fit; which broke wtth IhtfMi^eir^s blower, 
Doe headless snakes of stone, ivitkhi their rounds eop* 
close.'' 

The existence of these marine relics^ found at 
luch ^jdisfance from these^y a circumstance noticed 
hyOvid, 

' ' • • • ' 

Ei procul n pelago conchas jacuere maririce^ 

and sometimes 100 fathoms below its levels 
at other times on the tops of mountains, hafs 
l>affled the investigation of philosophers. They 
seem to exhibit the evidence of some great con- 
.yttkion of nature. Some consider them as a proof 
#f the Universal Deluge, *^ These petrified bodies^'* 
says the Abbe Pluchi, ^' so seemingly useless, do 
spfiak demonsjbratioii to our senses, and are a Ian« 
guage whidi is understood by the most commoa 
. capacities, having been appointed by Providence, 
as so many standing monumentd of the most re* 
markable of all transactions, and are, with regard 
to the History of Moses respecting the Deluge, the 
same as medab to the Romap Histoiy. •' The proper 
study of nature 

Finds tongues in trees ; books in the running brooks; 
Se'raons in stones \ and good in ererj thing. 

If we should men^bn the large detached mass 
ofOramte^ formerly lying in tiie bed of thertver^ 



near the chureb, but no^ repio^ed ts^ t^f Ji^n^ 
jof the Ripoa Road, as j| cppiosUjr, peyrbap« fSOftiif 
of our readers might be inclined to $jg»j|Ie. Such 
masses are not unrrequentlj met with, rounded and 
worn away as by the action of currents. As there 
are no rocks of ^ranit^e within a hundred miles at 
this part of the kingdom, how are we to account fof 
such distribution of such masses of primitivje.rock? 
Geoloofists refer us to the awful era, when " all the 
fountains of the preat deep 9i«ere brolMK up^"r^|)|^ 
4he primitive rocks .were torn from ^tlieb baaeii, aii|i 
in many instances broken into fragjqfi^ntS; ^Ofl 
tossed abput in the shoreless ocean^ 

We are informed by naturah'sts that thig M^^ii« 
gale doe^ not visit our Northern counties, liiid ^drife 
writer affirms that it doed' na*, in g^^^ral, ^^rtmi 
its flififht more t% n abouc tSO miles ki^iKfe^eilt 
'direc*t1f)ns fl*om 0.i>ver, over the various parts ^f 
Engfend:* It is asserted, however, that the ni»t^ 
of this bird, '^ mosrt musical, most meiamjidly,^ mi^ 
be heard in the season in Birkhain-w6od, tle^r 
Knaresbrough;t In the remariiably fine and vira!th^ 
Glimmer of 16JS, it was notked in the pufblic news* 
papers, as a very unusual circumstance, that (lie 
nightingale.was he;r>rd in the .coui\tie8 rf Nqrtjhumf 
berland and purham, and even n^^f ]^%^hjlM^ 

'* ^ .,- ' j". ' ..fn » .^. « 

* **o»thlyMag. jAiJy,4gM^ .' - - •' - ' /f il. 



flooflaiull Many- person^t in the nelflfhboarhood 
^ fhmk ww-e alao gratified with the n»ctiiriial 
iieven^ of this- ram avis iti Cotcliffe-wood, near 
HoivowfajF* 

All n\%ht 
^ercVd on the bough, shp plaiatife sinss, and fillg 
The wide^xtend^d woods with melaacholy strains. 

I/i as it is said, glonr-worms constitute the food 
of ni^htinsfalesi^ it is certain the vale of IVf owbray 
ftuoplies abundance of these little luminous crea^* 
iuxei^ to invite thp visits of this, sweet songstress. 

Amonier the crooked lanes, on evVj hedge, 
« 9tie g!ow*worm lights her gem, and, thro* the dark^ . 
» A moving radiance ti^iakles, ^ 

An^ng t|ie iiatij^al curiosities a# Thirsk, maji^ 
1^ 9ientioA^4 the flocks pf living Geese^ traversing^ 
i^nd ^ometino^ %>nS9 in ^be market-place and 
•treets. * To a native of the tawn^ this may no| 
appear remarkable; but to a traveller from the 
Sbuthern part of the kingdom^ who has been accus* 
tomed to consider cackling geese as an^ong << rural 
Sights and rural sounds," it appears somewhat 
fti^gqlar. Tp l>e «ttife, Ithese animals niay plead 
ihe precedent of some^of their species having saved 
ancient Rome,' when by their cackling they awoke 
Manlius so opportunely, to drive uw^y the invading 
Gaulf. W# aiippose the inelosttre of the com* 

K 
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mons* may occasion^ these creatures to Undfood 
^8 thejM^m in our streets, ^nd vi^e indulge theiA 
to ih^ liberty, as the. inhabitants, we suppose,* 
find them useful birds enough--- at Mtdiaelmas 
and Christmas I 

Resides the Established Church, there arc in th^ 
town, DisiiENTiNG Chapels belonging to the 
•Independents,. Methodists, and Quakers, The 
Friends'* Meeting House, with a burial . ground 
attached, is situated in Kirkgate, aiid is a spacious 
feuilding of modern erection^ The Methodist 
Chapel, a large and elegant edifice, situated ia 
St. Janies'sGreen^. waa hujlton an.old site, in the 
yealp 1-816. The Independent Place of Worship 
stands in the lane nearest t)ie Sowerby flatsyon 
the road to Boroughbridge. It was erected in the 
year 1803. The nearest' Catholic Chapefisat 
North KHvitigton, about 1| mile distant. The 
Society ot Friends have another burial pl^ce in 
thttt part of Old Thirsk called Barbeck. 



* The following little jeu d 'esprit Was written Oil 
the imiosure of tJiecoHnnons:— 

The fault is great \n man or womap, > 

"Who steals a goose from off a commob; 
But who can plead that man's excuse, ' 
Who steaU the common (rom tli» i^o^i <* -' ; 



BCfiOOL FOR THE SONS OF THE 
CLERGY. 



There was formerly an acadenij of seme note io 
^hir^k, at which were seldom less than 150 joum^ 
|;entlemen from different parts of the kinfdom,p 
under the tuition of the late Rev. D. Addison. 
The Society for the Education of Clergymen's 
Orphan Children, were accastomed to place all 
their boys at this school, which has tor som§^ years 
been given up. • In the school-house, a charity 
fichdol is at present established, for the ejuciition 
of girls. 

There are two Benefit Clues for Men, and 
^bne for Women, in Thirsk. These are excellent 
"nstrtutions when they, are properly conducted, as 
'« providing against U time of sickness, and for a de- 
scent funeral.* 



* It is to be laoQented, that any of the Societies 

should be held at Pablic Houses, as m is a matter of 

'fsifilv that nany persoos from being called periodically 

.toaPvblic ttoase, to look after the adiirs of thsir 

Clubs, have thereby contracted an habit of drloking. 

It has been compated that itWr ORe million of His 

Majesty's Sabjects belong to such • Societies, and tbat, 

> to thn circvaistance of their being held at Publip 

I Houses, may Jbe* traced much. of tha iccime and misery 

(hot prevail in the kingdom. The evidence ef tke 

K 8 
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The present Members in PbrKament for tli0 
borough of Thirsk, are Robert Franklaiid| Ea^ 
and RdberrGr^enhill Ru§s^c^l, £sq. 

Business is transacted for Messrs. Backhousci 
& Co. Bankers, Darlington, bj Mr Storey, in the * 
inarket-pkcfe; for Messrs. Bi^itaiti & Co. dfto^on, 
by Mr Hansell, in Millg&tfe; '^hd for iMes^fs. *lla- 
•per, Swanii, & Co. York, *bjr ^Mr Arnltt, In •th* 
juarket-piUiJe. . > i .. •>, . 

The principal Innsare the l^hr(Bel'uris,'Empsbiijf 
tod iThe Golden Fleece, Blythe; posting hbuses. 

IVfarkets are on Sfondaj : Fairs, ShiT)ve-S[onSayi 
and April 4 and 5 ; for horses, horned cattle, sh^ep, 
leather, &c*, Eastbr- Monday 'and Whit- Monday; 
-for Woollen elotfa, toys, &c.,'Aug. 4 and«5, Oct. 28 
^and ^j for sheep, horned catfle, arid leather ; 'fttfd 
first Tuesday after December 'H, foir horned eatile, 
leather, &c. The leather fairs of this toitfn -ane 
among the largest in England. 



Rer. J. W.'CUnninglraA), Vicar of Harrow,, before *a 
Committee of the House 6f Commons i6ine<tiirt)e.'fi|[0^ 
abundantly prated the truthof these 'l-ciwrrks. lliat 
Gentl^nan has established « Sodety at'» FrivitefHoma 
in his Parish, and has ^itseiised iiSip>6d'tfkit^4n 
the industry = and morals *of its memhers. ($ee ^n 
Benefit Clubs. '^&e« lPhU«AthJri)pic 6«stetto. Dec 4IS» 
mo. ..'.... ,r V.ii- 



!Tli# jpofHilation df the town, recording to ihe 
«i99Ufl io iSH? is as follows :<— 

9S8 inhabited housei 
51) families 
]^ fariners, &;e. 
282 traders 

139 not included in the iwd former daSees 
1002 males 
1156 'females 
Total 2158 

It is ihoaght the number has greatly increased 
vidce that time. 

In the winter of 1819-20, the town of Thirsk 
was furnished with lamps, by subscription, which 
have proved a great convenience to the inhabitants. 



As the faeetious Bamahj/^ in his ^^ Four Joumejs 
to the North of England,*' has honoured the town 
of Thirsk with his notice, the reader will not be 
displeased to have his i^hjmes . recorded in this 
History,' particularly as they supply us with a 
ieamed etymology of the name of the town, hitherto 
a deiideiriUum in our work, and inform us that the 
place, was two centuries ago .fiunous for fomsnf 
paiiageyBBdbmtlockil * 






i. TO aisroAY or 

** Thence to *Thyrihb, rich TjnrRSi3* casket 

V Where fair PuYLLis fills her haakjst 

With choice flowers, but these be vain thiog^ 
I esteem io flowers, nor swalolings; 
In Bacchus \ard, fiekl, booth, or cottage^ 
I love nought like his cold pottage." 
. An^ again, estmieniting the ^^ Northern Fairs,** 
^^ Thence to Thyrsk, where bullocks grazed^ 
Are for sale ith* market placed." 

- ^'he town of Thirsk was formerly not^d for th©- 
tanning 'bmines^^ and the manulaettiry of' saddkr/ 
goods, particuiarlj? bridles, a considerable <}uaiitily 
ofwbich were engaged for tbe army. These trades 
liave. declined of late years, particularly since tb# 
peace. 

TTie situation of Thirsk Is remarkable for its 
Salubrious air, and tbe fertility of its soil. vTh^ 
)>ea(ity of the sorrounding country, comprising all 
the extent of the vale of Mowbray, can scarcely 
be surpassed. And the traveller, who is ^ in search 
f»f the picturesque,'* will feel disposed to exclaim, om 
beholding so enchanting a prospect,— 

^ Had Pope this Valley ever seen, 
• Bis Windsor Forest ne'er had been.' . . 



, *.'' ^ere Thyrsis fed his lambkius on the plain; 

So Tuyuske from Thyrsis took her ancient iiam«« 
- Hei^p TfTTKUS atid PhVi^lis made them bAwersi- 

Of tender Osiers, s weet-breatti'd Syc^nii^ttini \*{ . ^ , 
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Villages^ ^c. 



. T»B yinages in the Neigbbouthodd, whtcli ar« 
the most worthy of mentioi]^ are (be falloW.iiig: 



SOWERBY, 



(Scufy bogfgj land, and bi^ village^) about a quarter 
of a mile Soiith of Tbirsk, is a large and respectable 
yilla^, whicb> for beautj and fertilitj, is not ^en 
exceeded* 

Camden speaks of * Soureby and BrakenbaJcy 
belonging to the truely ancient and honourable 
&mily of Lascelles.'* Bj an indenture of assign- 
nent, bearing date the first day of October, in the 
42nd year of the reign of her late Majesty, Queen 
Elizabeth, the leasehold premises in the township 
of Sowerbyvwere assigned by Sir Thomas Laseelles, 
Knt^ -and William Lascelles, his son and heir ap- 
parent, (to the family of Meynell, now of Yarm,^ 
Jbr the term of 2000 years, subject to a small annual 
r^Dt, or acknowledgement^ paid in money and hena 
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at the feast pf Saint Michael the Bishop, in winter^ 
The respective owners now pay 6d. in lieu of each 
hen. 

One of the members of this family of Lascelles 
was executed at York, about the year 1643^ fi>r 
the crime of popery. He was the eldest son of 
Christopher Lockwood, Esq. of Sowerby, by N» 
Lascelfe^, his wife. He was apprehended at> 
Wood-end, at the house of one Mrs. Catenby, a 
widow, by some pursuivants from Thirsk, whose 
leader was Cuthbert Lang^d^le, a man whose name 
is handed to posterity with deserved infamy^ 
Many circumstances of cruelty are related of his ap- 
prehension and conveyance to York Caistle^ wherein 
be was condemned and ejiectited April 1^ 1649.% 
The^heriff^ who attended the execution, warn. 8A^ 
Richard Hutton, of Goldsbrough, Knt. : ^ 

Sbwerby is m pmii ftf Tbirsk Pax*is]i^ th» Uyipf 
is in the gift of bi» Grcice the AfcUwhpp ^f Yoirk jt 
the church is of vei^erable sind ancieat ^ppeaira^;^^ 
but apparentljr builit since the fi^f^BA9iti<H^, Xb^ 
porch conceals from pui^licity a fiuviQu^ <lmi>-tya3r^ 
of carved work, which, from the shape of theas^ 
^nd the grole»qiii0icaipilals of the p»U8W,.9{^peai»'tii» 
have been eiiec^ited in at veiry dJstsint; 9g^ prfj^^bljH 
Saxon, but ^^rtaivJy not m^r^ mf^iismXim tfe^^ 
(he Normans. 

♦ Ckalloner's Missioaary Pne«t»j 2, 106. ^ 
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•> 8AND-HUTTON, 

18 1. pleasant village, about three miles W. of Thirsk, 
Wiiig a Chapel under Thirsk ; from which Mr. 
Dnnkinson was ejected by the Act of Uniformity in 
1,6^3^ Afaput h»lf-way between Thirsk aad Sand- 
Hntton^.iiGross the fields, stands an ancient rude 
StQAi&> Pillar^ placed in a maitsy pedestal, called 
Stind'HuiUm Ctobs. It is not known for what 
puvpode it was erected. Perhaps it may have been 
intewled. foe a boundary stone^ as the division of 
the parishes is near it. In ancient litres, the boun- 
4Krie8 of landk wtve nmrked out by erosse?* as 
•Bidng the ancieiit Romans they were by the figure 
of their g<Vd Tttn^inus^ A siinilar cross is seeh 
at Borrowby, the boundary of Allertonshire and 
JBirdfilrth Wapentakes; and at Graven- Cross, in 
tiie West- Ridings, one of the boundaries of Knafes- 
broiigh Potest < 

|*ive miles South of Thursk, stands 

• JOPCLIFFE. 

^\ Topcliffe (rora lop oSdiffs first took her name^ 
And her cliff-moimteil seat oonftrms the same; 
L 
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Where streaina, with curled windings effefSmnt^ 

Bestow a native beauty on the town/' r 

'J 
A romantic little town on the road to Boroagh«» 

brid«[ey which Leiand designates ^^ an nplandisj^ 

town; whose pretty manor-place stands onahilk' 

'about half a mile front the town, almost on the ripe 

of the Swale." Marianas calls it ^Ta den cliff, 

and sayff that, in the year 949, the States of 

Northumberland took, at this place, the oath of 

allegiance to Eadred, the West Saxon King of 

England. But Ingulphus, who is in this case a 

preferable witness, says that the business wai 

dispatched by Chancellor Turketute/at Yorl.* 

William the Conqueror granted this manoi; wit^ 
many others, to William de Percy : it was tbret 
. miles in length, and of an equal breadth, tfndeoof 
tained 96 carucatesf of land, which were taxable^ 
S5 villans ; and 14 borderers ; with a wood, half a 
•mile square. . This maxior, containing nine square 
miles at the least, was chargeable with a yemly 
rent of five pounds* 

In the fourth year of Henry VII., a subsidy wai 
granted by Parliament, for carrying on the war in 

♦ Camden, by Gibson, p. 768. 

+ This ancient measure appears to hare been of "ntfioii* 
dimensions : it may perhaps be stated at from 90 to I2Q 
acres. Vide Young's Whitby, I, 270. ' ' " 



ArftSgiie; which was so oppressive, that the coun* 
tiy was roused to indignation agaiii^t the exiictors 
of so odious a tax, Polj'dore Virgil says it was a 
j^llA^x—Tribido in singula capita imposito — But 
«icc6rding to Stow, every man was taxed to pay 
Ihe tenth part of all lands and g-oods. It was, at 
all events^ as large a subsidy as had ever been 
S^nted to any former King upon any occasion.* 
AH the counties, except Yorkshire and the bishopric 
of Durham, tidily paid the tax ; but in these parts 
whef6 the^Yorkists were very numerous, it was 
sot so ea^y collected. Henry Percy, the fourth 
JBarl of Northumberland, then Lord jLieutenant for 
Vorkshire, informed the King of the ferment which 
liad been excited, and begged the King's direction 
4M to hid future pi^oceedings. The King answ^red^ 
iJiat not one penny should be remitted, lest other 
couati)^ should be encouraged to desire the like 
jnitigation; Upon this answer, the Earl assembled 
the principal men of the county, and declared to 
ihem the royal pleasure. The annunciation of this 
liarsh sentence inflamed the populace, who rose and 
assaulted the house of the Earl, at Topclifie, forced 
It ppen^and murdered him with many of his ser- 
tantsy A. D. 1489. The following lines were 
written on the occasion, by Skelton, poet laureate 
toHeniyVIII.:— 



# Bapia^ l, 662. 
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■ ^-^ 
. ^' Tru6tii}g« in noblemi^ that n^et with bjm fb^^ 

Bot all they fled from h)m for falsfiode or fej^j^ J ,^ 

He was eiiTyropde aboute on cverjj syd(^) c ' 

Withe his enemys that were stark mad and wode ; 

. Yet whils he stode he gaye tbem woundes wyde, 

Alas, for routhe ! what thouche his mynde werje goode^ 

His courage manly ; yet ther he shed his bloode," 

All left aloue, alas! he fawte inTayne; 

For cruelly amoiige them ther hef^iMli^slayne." "^ 

'^ 

This Earl was qne of King Richard's^naina^c}^ 

in the fatal battle of Jio8worlh-tield.V Q»^ Qf^ 
jiiorning of the engagement, the Duke oT N.op1q% 
found these verses writte.a on the tentr^or 9^ Jfi^ff^ 
Percy:— ' j '\ 

^•' Jack of Noifelijls, be npt too bpld^ ^ . 
For Dickon thy master is bought B.ni soli}.^' 

The King was slain, and his general, Northu^itpi^^ 
land, was received into- the conqueror^s favour ( 
* Put not your trust in Princes.' 

This Nobleman married the daughteifof the Ear| 
of Pembroke, w ho, with her Lord, has ^ mpnuiiieni 
in Beverley Minster.* :;*...•• 

* The following extract from the Northumberland 
ITousehold Book, may serve as a specimen of theTare 
of a Nobleman's family, at his castle^ in Xorkshi^ej^-ia 
the year 1612 ;— ' ^ • . . • 



Tboqiafi Percj, the succeeding Early took ujp 
VQis against Que^n Elizabeth, and narrowly es-^ 
^ped being taken at his ..house here; but was 
afterirards decapitated at York, 1573. 

I King James 1, in coming to take possession of 
the Grown of England, stopped with his retinue 
a night at Topcliffe. 

In the yerf 1646, the Scotch Army was quartered 
in this vicinity ; and the commissioners from the Par- 
Ufpn^nt d^reed with the Scots, that upon payment 
of jg400,000,* the army should retire into Scotland^ 
^nd the King should be delivered up into the hand^ 
of his enemies. Upon the arrival of half this sum 



Braikfastis of flesch*days dayly, 
Braikfastis for my Lorde and my Lady ; 
Furst, a loof of brede, in trenchors, jj manchetts. j quart 
of bere, a quart of wyne, half a chyne of muttoo, or ellt 
a Cfayne of beef boiled*— j 

Braikfastis for the Nurcy, 
For my I^dy Margaret and Mr Yngram Percy ; 
Item, a manchett, j quarte of bere, and iij mufon bonys 
|>oiled. 

Swannys, Hearonsewys, See Gulls, and Pacokes are 
among the provisions ordered for table by this Nobleinan. 
It is the remark of Hume, the historian, that nothing 
canb^ more erroneous, than the magnificent ideas of the 
moderns a|}out the " Roast Beef of Old England," as if 
A; were the noble fare of antiquily ; nothing like it ap- 
peal^ in the cookery of the Northumberland Household 
Book, where such a variety of provisions are specified. 
* Raping 11^ fiSd. 
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at Topcliffe, the conditions of the treaty were't<» 
fe performed. On the llth of May, 1646, the 
Kins; passed through the town, with the Scotch' 
Army, in their route from Newark to Newcastle. 
His Majesty dined here, and bade adieu to one 
of his most faithful servants, Sir Henry Slingsby; 
and on the ^Othof January following, was delivered 
to the Parliament's Commissioners. It has be^i' 
o^aerved, that Mhis seems to have been the only 
market in England for the sale of Kings^'* 

The mansion of the very ancient and no|)le family 
of Percy, stood at the distance of half a mile froni 
Topcliffe ; the vestiges which remain are noW 
known by the name of Maiden BoWeb. ^ 

THE CHURCH. 

The Swale, which passes Topcliffe and joins the 
Ure at My ton, was held sacred by the Saxons, and 
fermed the Jor(/a« of England, on account of the 
wonderful baptism in that river, of ten thousand 
men in one day, lliis great feat was performed at 
Helperby by Paulinus, the Roman Missionary, in 
the year 6^7. The same exploit is related of St 
Austin; and both the rivers are called Swal^ 
though the one runs into the Thames, the other 



* iluttoo's Trip to Co»tliam, p. 19^. 
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into the Ure. It may sefem incredible that so many 
shoald be taught and baptized by Paulinus in one 
day; but the diflSculty respecting Austin is solved 
hy an ancient fragment, quoted by Camden.* 
" TThe Archbishop, after he had consecrated the 
yiver Swalcy commanded, by the cryers and prin- 
cipal men, that they should with faith go in two 
by two, and in the Name of the Holy Trinity, 
baptize each other. Thus were they all regenerate, 
by as great a miracle, as once the people of Israel 
|iassed over the divided Sea, and Jordan, when 
'twas turned back. A strange miracle this was : 
bull^hat is yet a greater, the riyer cures all dis- 
eases and inflrniities. Whoever steps in faint and 
disordered, comes out sound and whole.'' Thus, 
says the fragment, ^ upon one single Christitias-day , 
(to the eternal honour of the English Nation), 
Austin baptized above ten thousand men, besides 
mn infinite number of women and children."f 

This we may suppose to have been the introduc- 
tion of Christianity to Topclifie. The present 
Church bears evident marks of antiquity, and is a 
vicarage, dedicated to St. Columbus. It was 
granted by William de Percy, in 1226, to the cathe- 
dral of York, and is at present under the patronage 
of the Dean and Chapter, 

♦ Rapin, 1, 70, note (10.) Gibson^s Caindeta, In- 
froduction, cxxxi. 

* + Mr Button, (Trip to Coatham) calls this a proof sf 
the prior anti^iti^'of ADTOT baptism 1 
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Kinsr Edward VI, by his leUers pateitt, in tftft 
second year of his reign, granted to M fts^btuilt 
Curate fo the •church of Topcliffe, and hi3«ucee«^ 
iors for ever, the sum of £5 per annirai ; whidb 
was cottfirmed by ^ueen Elizabeth, 155S. 

On a flat stone in the North Aisle, the foliowing 
inscription, in rude charactdrs, merits the notice 
f[ the visitor, 

Mr. Francis 4 

Norton was 
Buried May 
30, 1649. 

Another stone of greater antkjnity, and of nor» 
polished workmanship, may be a stiH greater object 
of curiosity. It is inlaid with braes,, and contains 
the full length figures of Thomas de Topcliflfe and 
his Lady ; their hands clasped ; the feet of the 
man resting on a lion ; those of the lady aip# covered 
Ivith her long robes, whose hem is fanlasticklljf 
decorated with the efUgy of a monkey. A saperB 
canopy of florid goihic, i^ ertgraven over thei^ 
bead^^ and round the whole runs the fthowlnl 
»pltAph, in Old English characters :— ' ' 

♦ hie . lacet , venefafailis , . . . i*opiiyff 

• qui . obyt ; an . . . . jb . ccc • IxJv . qtibrB . 
Mme ••.;....,..., quondam . uior . &\k 

. qiie . obyf . anno . domini , m • <hh5 . aa* 4) 
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;qAorG ame . propicietur • deus. -h The arms 
occur twice in the course of the inscription, but do 
not admit of blazaninc:, from their present imper- 

• Action. Part of the epitaph is also defaced, but 
enough remains to shew the antiquity «nd value 
of the tomb, which is trampled under foot by every 
passenger, and bids fair to be totallj despoiled in 
the course of a few years. 

The &mily of Topcliffe was connected with that 
of Percy; and was anciently distinguished in the 
an^Hkof the Yorkshire Church. John Topclifie 
wa^ector of St. Mary's, Castlegate, York, 130^2. 
Another John TopcliSe was Rector of Allsaints' 
Church, in that city, 1466: and a third John * 
Topclifiej alias Hexham, a native of Topcliffe, was 
Canon of the priory of Hexham, and Abbot of 
Whitby Abbey. Amidst the troubles preceding 
the dissolution of the monastery, he resigned his 
office in IS38.* 

Above this ancient tablet, a large and elegant 
monument has been erected to Sir Metcalfe Robin* 
Son, Bart, who died the 6th of February, 1688, set, 
$9. A marble bust of the deceased is supported 
by warlike instruments, as cannon, standards, &c. 
Above is suspended his helmet in martial pomp; 



♦ Voiini's flistwy of Whitby, I, %Q^. 
M 
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his shield, bearing his amiorial ^isttlkctioilly Mt 
down a few j^ears since^ and was barbarously des* ' 
trt.yed. The sword and gauntlets, on one side^ and 
spurs, on the other, have as yet with the helm^ 
escaped destruction. The arms are yert, on ji 
chevron between three stags at gaze; or, an ines* 
cutcheon argent, bearing a sinister hand couped^ 
gules, 

Clos^ by the above lies interred the body of Sir 
William Rolltnsbn,* who was High Sheriff for the 
county in 1689, and Lord Mayor erf York in llOO. 
He was many years M. P. for Northallertoiy[|jand 
returned in eight successive f^arliaments tAr the 
city of York. Died 29 December, 1736, at. 8ft; 
Arms — Robinson, impaled with gates, three li^ 
zenges in fess, argent, betwedi three lions' hea'dS 
erased y or. 

On the South side of tlie chancel, are de|)osite(} 
the remains of Sir William Robinson, Bart, eldest 



* THg foHowing fciitious Letter, from the Speciator, 
No. 3^8^ may amuse, sotoe .of our readers. H wjblb 
faithf ally taken from the origiDal^ written hya^ort« 
shire Gentleman of a gddd estate, addressed to Sir 
Williaiii Robiason ; the form and spelling are fezactl^ 

copied : — ... .., . . ;►»:*;;( I 

f^ For Sir William to go to loiidoh at wesimfsler ]^» 

member a partement. 

Sir 

^ lly illiam, i hope that you are well, i write to let yoti 
^^ ^< kuoir that! att la troi^el idioUt'a lad^ f^ 



fgk ^ Sir James Aobinson, ^art. of Newbj; who 
departed tliis Ufe 4 March, 1770. Arms — Im^ 
paled; Dexter, quarterlji first and fourth, Robia* 
aon, second and third, azure, a manche, ermine; 
inescutcheoa, argent, bearing a sinister hand couped, 



** nease ; and I do desire that yoa if HI be my frend ; 
^' for when i did pom to see her at yojuu* hall, i was 
'^ mighty Abuesed. i would fain a see you at topeClMfi 
•* and they would not let me goto you; but i desire 
^^that yoa will be burfrends, for it i^no dishonojr 
^^ neither fpr yoa nor she, for God did make us all. i 
** wish that i might see you, for they say that you are a 
^ go^d man ; and many doth wonder at it, but madam 
^^' noiton is abaesed and ceated two i beleive. i might a 
^^ had many a lady, but i cou have none but her with a 
^^ good consons, for there is a God that know our harts. 
^' if yoa and madam norton will come to York, there i 
^^ shall meet yon if God be willing and if you pleasied. 
^^ so be not angterie till you know the trutes of things. 

^ I gi?e my to me lady, and to Mr. 

Geohqe Nillson* Aysenby, and to madam norton. 

^ • * March the 19th, 170(3." 

. The above is aecom panied by two other letters of a 
similar kind, written bjf tue same Gentleman, addressed 
th Madam Mary herself, of which we shall only gire 
the sapeirsoriptions':— * 

<< This is for madam mary norton disforth Lady she weot 

to York,"- 
^^ This is for madam mary norton to go to london for a 

lady that belongs to dishforth." 
, The original paper^of the Spectator, which contains 
these letters, was written by Steele, but withdrawn in 
later editions, and another written by Addison, sabsti* 
tatedforit. We were favoured with the loan of the 
•ligioal folio edition by a .Gentlematu of Xhirsk. 
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gules r Sinister, argent, fire bar^i, gules; aehief tff* 
the first. A. hatchment bearing' these arms has tl^e 
motto, Amore nimoe. :...-. 

Other monuments and sepulchral tablets ai^* 
met with in Topdiffe Church, too numerous^ for* 
specification* * 

The East Window presents a potle appedrance^ ^ 
being large ^nd lofty; but has been stripped of ite- 
painted glass. Much do we regret the misguided 
zeal which prevailed during the commotions and 
civil war of the 17th century^ and which is juatly 
char«^eable with the destruction of the antieni 
< religious lights,' which were the ornament and» 
pride of each venerable church. Nor do we per- ' 
ceive the necessity of breaking these ^storied 
windows,' by the ejection of the.. Prayer Bo^j 
since, as a Writer remarks, the same hole might 
liave served, through which the Mass Book bad 
formerly been hurled. But very scanty remnants 
are now seen in Topcliffe; in the JSorth Aisle 
one pane, defended by the large nmllions of the 
window, has escaped, and exhibits the Percy Arms. 

The Chancel contains the three stalls so fire- 
quenjtly met with in old churches, aad the piscina^ > 
clear proofs, if all ol hers were wanting, of an 
antiquity prior to the Ueformation, ^^ 



A degree of peculiarity attaebes to this buildings 
ftoni the dfcumstance of its having a North Aisle, 
cbeval with the rest of the church, but ndver having 
had any South Aisle. North Aisles of this des- ' 
caption, are frequently met with in the Cornish* 
Ckorches,- but are seldom found elsewhere. They - 
are conceived to have been chantry chapels, founded ' 
tjy perfions of substance residing in the parish, who 
endowed them with houses and lands, for the main- 
tenance of one or more priests to sing masses at the 
altar of some favourite saint, for the soul of the 
foun4er. They were also burial places for the, 
f[>unders of the families ; which after the Refor- 
mation, were appropriated to public use, and fur- 
nished with pews as the rest of the church.f In 
the present instance, the Percy Family may have 
founded this Chantry or North Transept, their arms 
Appearing to this day in one of the windows. Or, 
Thomas de Topcliffe, who is buried in this aisle, 
and was connected with the Percys, might have 
Ibeen the cause of its consecration. 

One circumstance is greatly to be lamented*"— the 
North Walls of the whole building, but particularly 
towards their Eastern extremity, exhibit symptoms 
of approaching dissolution, having diveiyed from 



♦ Gent* Mag. July 1781. 
t Gent. Mag. April 178^ 
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t)ie perpeindieular in so ,«l9ir|iii«g n pPgfU^j ^ to 
have occasi^Mied the erection af.two eaoroiQiis bgt* 
tre$s?& ia the church jr^rd, and the aid of two Bul^- 
ftlantial {>rops in the chpirch itself. We shoul^ 
much rfgret Hhe Ipiil of thisieclifice ; jft the i^ifpearn 
omre is at. present not a little alarming. 'T^ iot^T^ 
naVkpgth is 115 feet, jand breadth. S I . 

In 166^, in the reign of Charles II., Mr Janiea 
Calvert was ejected froia the church of TopcliflTe, 
l)v the Act of -Uniformity. He was a graduate d# 
t -lare Hall, Cambridge. About 1675, ^be became 
Chaplain to Sir William Strickland, of Boynton, 
»»d afterwards to Sir W. Middleton, Northura- 
|]^cr1and. Me was a man of great learning and 
piety, and died in 169S. He was the author ,of a 
ifiork entitled, " Napihali ; seu CoHuctatio Th^olo^ 
gka de Reditu 10 Tribuum, Converrione Judceorumy 
it JUensum EzekicUs:' Lond. 4to, 1672 ♦ 

^Ani^ng ^he Ge^tlopa^n of the county of Ypr^, 
«ho compounded 6f€ their est^t^s, during t^eCiy|l 
War in the reign of Charles I., was William Armi- 
tage,ofX«pcliire-...the,fum £fcOO.+ 

. kV* Free-&bool ,y»& io»iMkd. in i549j for-^the iow» 
#f 4 opcUfie :^the pr^sen^^Maet^r,' Mr^Bovill, is paid 

bj'the^faijflfees. 



* Falnier^s NoiicoiiforinUtf«iMe^a4AjU 
f Yorkshire Gazetteer. . 



TopdMfS» sttfl ^etaiAfi its Cross, tfrongh it faab 
long 'dUeontmued its n^arkets. Large' fair^ am 
lield on Julj It and 18, for sheep, horaed cattlf% 
ind hOrsi^, Whieh are larger then eoold possibtjr 
%e ^tp^cted fNfM the presb&i rtdnced magnitad*^ 



S'ESSlV, 

ItM seat of the Hon. and Ref. W. H. Dawney, 
is a pleasant village in Allertonshirej fbrmefly the 
property oJT the Darells, but nbw of Yiseoufft 
Downe, five miles from Thirsk. 

The Parish Church appears to hare been onee 
bn Ancient building; but the improxementsj whicli 
nave of late years taken place, have almost obliter- 
itted the vestiges of antiquity. 

The Porch, ^(^hich is in a modern stile of archi- 
tecture, was added in the year 1713 ; at /whieh time^ 
probably, the brick lower aiid the Ionic column Oft 
kkdk side the altar were also erected. 

in spite of the sash windows, some remnants 
iriT antique j^ainted glass are yet among the chiei' 
treasured— odd pane bears the common initials^ but 
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in an uncommon form— IHC^ whidh is confiidefed^ 
an abbreviation of the old Greek IHCOYC, rather 
than of the Latin, Jesus Hominum Salvator. 
Another, fragment is ornamented with a crfest or 
device, which is met with on an ancient monument 
in the chancel; an agnus Dei^ bearing the motto. 
As God will. 

A large flat stone in the floor bears a brass figure 
and inscription. A full length ecclesiastic in 
pontificalibus^ with hands clasped, wears on his 
breast in Roman Capitals, lESVS; a label from 
Jiis hands is inscribed, Jesu fili dei niiserere mei. 
Beneath all, in the ancient English character, ^ Here 
lyethe master Thomas magnus^t Archideacon of 

* Gent. Mag. 1796, p. 641.. 

t There is a common tradition, which we giye as 
such, that Thomas Magnus, Archdeacon, &c. was found 
an infant in a basket on the morning of St. 'I'homas^s 
Day, aud brought up joiptlj amongst the inhabitants. 
As he was found on St. Thomas's Day, he was called 
^ Thomas,' and as he was kept by the inhabitants, was 
called ' Tbomas.am&og us,' (among us). Being a steady 
youth, he. was noticed by th^ respectable family who 
•then owned the village, and was engaged as a servant to 
one of the young Gentlemen ; which afforded him w 
opportunity of obtaining some learning. He improved 
his abilities to the best advantage, and rose to high pre- 
ferment in the Church, .lie .dignified his former name 
* Thon)a» amang us,' by the more rtjspectable otic of 
Thomars Magnus, tbat is, * Thomas the Great,* ^nd U 
^aid to have been a pious maa* There is a St. M^UIJUI 
in the Iloman Calendar, 



Ihest Rjdyng in the metrepolitan cli^rche of YoAe, 

and pton of this chyrche, whiche djed the xxviii 

day of August. A^. Dni. IM®. ccccc®, 1. whose soule 

God pdon.* Armorial bearings — Bendy of five, 

argent and sanguine^ on a fess of the first, a lion 

passant gardant, between two cinquefoils, proper. 

On the chief of the shield, is placed the motto, A9 

rtGod mlL . The corners of the large stone are 

tdeoeraited with two inlaid brazen columbines and 

^t«SR<i8 dei's. 

On the North side of the chancel, a neat marble 
monument is greeted to the memory of the Rev. 
Richard Kitchingman^ M. A. late Fellow of Sidney 
Coll. Cuimbridge, and Rector of Sessay : who died 
Jan. 18th, 1777, aged 58 ; and Dorothy his wife, 
who died March 29, 1808, aet. 89. At the E. end, 
another monument commemorates Sarah, wife of 
Rev. H. Kitchingnian,' PrebeAdary of York, young- 
est daughter of the Rev. W. Knowler, L. L. D. 
At the E. end of what niay be termed the 8 aisle, a 
Targe elevated tomb has been stripped of itsf brazen 
ornaments and inscriptions, and retains no i-nteliigi« 
ble marks, save in rude characters, I D sculptured 
<»n the edge of the fiat stone which covers the tomb« 
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BIJIDFORTH, 



■" • .^ t fi 



ii small VlHai?e five miles S. E. oPThii^kidii Iftte. 
York Rf^d, 18 remarkabte as ^ivinjBf namie M tftft- 
Wapentake^ tliott^h it is at pr^seiii aA tabtscoiv 
hamlet. The Church does not appear Tet^'anpien^ 
and oontahis not one article worthy of notice, saviiif 
Hi Btnne in ihe North Wall of this ChiaWel, fusfefib^a 
*1iiel^htotdch&hiet§r&t, 15SS f 

I T 

\ A ■ \^ ' 

'tietween these letters, in the eehlr^, aVi ^scttfchedft 
bears a bend charged with three roses^^aiid a mullet 
for distinction ; impaled ^ith three lions rampant ' 
on a fess dancette. The Indiscriminating daub ^ 
which has white-washed the stone, renders it im« ' 
possible to discern the colouns of the sevenilbear» 
ings* 

A few years since, a considerable quantity of small 
silver coins was found in widening Birdiorth-lieck.^ 
The treasure has been dfspersedf-and not a piece 
now remains in Birdforth. The place where thej 
were found heing^ near the Roman Road, renders it 
not improbable that tbey might be Roman Coias^ 



TTader the head of Birdforth, it may not be im- 
proper to meatioa the origin of the name Wapen« 
take, at this place. In Saxon times was held the 
^moiCj or assembly of the jieopJe of this Wapen- 
take, for the transacting of all public concerns, 
relative to the district; and where, by the laws 
4i( King Bdgar, every freeman in such dif^trict^ was 
^Migfid to attiBHd. the custom of the fTeofpild me^^ 
ifig to receive the Governor of the Wapentake, is 
ilistinctly mentioned in the laws of Edward the 
Oonfessdr. ' The person appointed repaired to the ' 
usual place of meeting, for that purpose, and was' 
there met by the principal persons in that district ;* 
after he had quitied his horse^ and placed himself 
•mt some dievation, he held up his spear; each 
{>ersoa then approached him, and touched his spear 
with Ihemrs; which ceremony of touching of armour, 
WBLS looked upon to confirm thatcommunity in one 
common interest ; and hence the term tceapontouck, 
er meapontack^ The Hundred, or Wapentake 
C)ourtS| were, by statute of the 14th fidward 111.^ 
1S40, dispontinuedf and ike busiaeiis removed to^ 
le^^nt^ Gi>art«i. 
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COXWOLD 



is a small town in the wapentake of Birdfert% 
situated 9 miles S. E. of Tbirsk. This was onofe 
the residence of Ldurence Sterne, the author of" 
Tristrair. Shandy; a Sentimental Journejin France,' 
€$€.; works which rjeflect no honour on the, (^r^e* 
ter and office of the writer as a Clergyman; and 
which are as remarkable for their plagiarisms^ aft 
fsv their affected and indecent SetUimenUJUg^ 
Some of his Letters are dated frpm Coxwoid; aofi 
ii is said that he wrote eome of bis pi^es.at Thirsk^ 
at the Golden Fleece Inn, He held. the jiyiug 
4>f SuttoU) and afterwards obtained the r^toiy 
. of Stiliii^gtof), bpth in the cqunt^ of \vfk. Ue 
was a Irequent vit»itor at I>iew burgh. . . , 

'^ It is a curious fact, which is not generally 
known, that the bodj of the celebrated Laurence 
Sterne, which was interred in the church )^ard of 
St. George, Hanover-square, London, was taken 
up shortly after his burial,, and devoted to the 
purpose of the surgical profession." This is said 
to be a fact ; we give it on the authority of a peri- 
odical Journal, published April, 1818. « Alas I 
poorYorickr* 



Here is a Free School^ bearing date 1662, en- 
dowed by Sir John Hart, Knt. citizen and grocer 
of the city of London, who was elected Lord Mayor 
tif that city, in the year 1589. Ihe Chancel of the 
jChurch contains several monuments for the noble 
family of Belasyee, and one peculiariiy elegant, for 
the Right Honourabk Thomas^ Lord Fauconbergj 
who died Dec. 31, 1700.* i .' . 

. A more ancient monument to the memory of Sir 
iVilliara Belasyse, Knt. who died 14th April, J 60S, 
exhibits the workman's name in the following curi- 
ous legend, * Jx)hn Brown Did Carve this Tome» 
Himself alone, of ^Hasle wood Stone.' But a still 
more ancient and curious stone in the nave, must 
not be omitted. A brass plate contains the Ibllow- 
itig inscription,— Orate pro, alabus, Jonis manston^ 
urmig. qui obiit vi die mensis Octobris anno dnt 
M • €ecc • Ixiiii. £t Elizabeth . uicoris els qu> 
obiit . . die mensis . . ., A. D. . M . cccc. . . 
quor. aiabus ppicietur Ds. am. The reader will 
jierceive a slight deficiency in the copy, occasioned 
by the erasure of the original. 

A small Barrel Organ is a principal ornament in 
Ibis church, wbich was ihe scene of Sterne's curacy. 
The patron is! T. E. .W. Bellasyse, Esq. 
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KBWBURGH, 



ti^ut 7 mil^s S. E. of Thirsk, and 5 miles N. E. o|^ 
j^asingvold^ lithe seat of Thomas ^dward WinJ| 
Bellasjset Esq. 

This was one of the estate^ finfeited by Robert 
de Mowbray, first Earl of Northumberland, in ihS 
year 1095; (see p. 14), and which were afterwards 
given to Nig^l de Albani, whose son Roger a^um* 
fd the title i^ Mowbray. ^ . ^ 

In the year 1145, Ro^erde Mowbray feaadeA 
here a priory of canons regular of the order of Saini 
Augustine, which bad the bftniQiir of pe^fes^ag iiK 
^ae Qf its^ i|iember% the iaipops Hi^tpriap, WiUia^l 
9f N^|¥biirgb. : Hi» History tiegins.f^t t^ Cpnqopsfn 
and coj|cli)de8 with the ;ear 1197. tie. w^ % 
Tioleat persecutor of Geoffrey of Monmouth; aa^ 
V 90ftP99e4 to have written better t^atin tbtil^ 
Matthew Paris, and fuUj equal tp JgaMia^ ai|4 
Malmsbury.* 

It was surrendered by the last Prior 93 Jaii^ 
1539, and mai\y of the properties and rfveimen 
l^nted by the King to the Archbishop of Yorlc^ 

^■ -^ ■ nr-n ' Ti l i i, '"v;r; • ;"un"'ai • ■ . ■■ . !>■• 
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%ia 9ikKi^g Mt^ was the r^ctorj at Thihik. Its 
iiiioual rfei^eiiUes ii^ere r&ted at ^967 IAl Ad.-^% 
•CkMden briefly notices'' Newhurroiti to which w» 
jOwe JViHiam of Newbutrow^ an English Histu^ian, 
Jeamed and dtligBnt; now it is the seflt of th^ 
^moufi family de Bdlasise, who are origtoally ftom 
the bishopric of Darham/ 

No ruios remain of this abbey— •nU is buried ii 
Aedust. 

^ All has Us date below ; tbeiiltal hoor 
Was tegister'd in heaven ere time began. 
iVe turn to dust, and all our mightiest worktf 
lile to6: the deep foundations that we lay, 
^iiiie pldughs^ them op, and liot a trace reinafiis J 
We bttlld with what ire deem eteriiil rodi, 
'Jk dhisL\it age asks where the febric stood 'i' 
'. $^nd in tifb dtist, sifted and s^ar^h^d in tain, 
%H ilndiscoferabie i^ctet il^eps^'* 



BYLAND ABBEY, 



tTi fiii Ot ■ 1 nirSMj ftfiu ¥Mt9^ lOIIDClecl DT tuG WHIWH 

.Roger de Mowbray* 



;IQI XtSTORY OW 

' \ GeftdSi* the Abbot of Furness, fled with iw^lre 
jdodIcs to' York, h&ving^ been distarbed 1^ the irt- 
'cursiorisof the Scotch Artny, about the midcf^e 
of tlie iSth century, They were afterwards 
'graciously received by Roger de Mowbray at his 
tastle of Thirsk, by wliora they were presented 
with the church and town of Byland. About the 
year 1177, the abbey of Hode was removed, to 
Byland, where the present monastery was erected 
with the cathedral attached tp it. Thus was trans- 
mitted to posterity the noble edifice called Byland 
Abbey, which flourished till the rapacious barbarity 
of the Eighth Henry plundered the retreats of 
^ cloisterM piety,' and confiscated to his own emo- 
lument, their extensive domains* In the year 1540, 
the last Abbot and SI monks surrendered their 
abbey to the royal heretic, and with it their trea- 
sures, consisting of 7 bells, 100 fodders of lead, 516 
ounces of plate, and best of all, a yearly revenue 
of jgS38. 9s. 4d. Sir William Pickering was grant- 
ed the site, which subsequently came into the pos^ 
•ession of the family of StapyUon« 

To the calm retirement of Byland Abbey, did the 
unhappy Mowbray retreat, when wearied with the 
&tigues of a useless crusade, and robbed of his 
paternal mansion by the vengeance of the King. 

• Yorkshire Gazetteer* 
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Here did he spefUdkis last momenta, und here did 
he lay hig bones, when the cold hand of d^th 
cofidigned him to the grave, ' 

In the year 1S19, the owner of the ruined abbey 
lAUsed to be disinterred this ancient hero : hi$ re* 
mains, which had for 600 ybars slept iti oblivious 
iilence, were again brought to the light of day ; ^nd 
bis bones were transported to Myton, where they 
were a second time coctimitted to the dust,* 
i» 

At ByTand Abbey was also bnried Wismond, 
Bishop of the Isle of Mail, an ecclesiastical warriov 
in the time of King Stephen. Being^ at length 
taken prisoner by the Scots, he suffered the loss 
of his eyes, and retired in the reign of Henry IL 
to this abbey, to lament the imprudence which 
liad involved him in the calamities of war, ahd 
rendered him destitute and helpless. But Byland 
Abbey is no more: it has long ceased to afford 
refuge to the distressed : itself has long been i|i« 
yolved in worse desolations than the desiplatioa 
of war. 

.' ** I do love these ancient mfns*?* 

We never tread upon them, bat we »Bt 
' Oar feet ^pon some veverend history; 
• And, qaostionless, here, ia the opeii court, 
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.Which now lies n9.1(e4 ta the ijljuriat * f\ [ ' ^ • » ' 
Of stofmy wealhefj some ipeii lie internsdy j 
'LoTed the church so weU^ and ^letqlU-fgelj Ui>% ; 
They thought it should have canopied their bouea 
Till domesday; but all tWngSvhair^ their fDdj • ^ ■ i 
C|)urchesand cities^ (^hich haye diseases like ta meiij|]^ 
Must have like death that we have." 

. King Edward 1 1., ia the month of Juljjr, 139!^, ka'd 
penetrated! the kingdoni of Scotland^ as fer as thef 
capital, but was compelled to retreat in September^ 
by the ravages of famine. He tpok Byland Abbej 
iniihe way of his flight,* and was there surprised 
by the wrmy of the Scots, who pursued him*. Sot 
sudden was the alarm, that in the Jiurry of flighti^ 
he left his plate, money, privy-seal^, and ptheji^ 
treasures, a valuable prey to the invaders; and 
hardly escaped by Burlington to York. The Scots 
burnt ^he monastery of Ripon in their progress^ 
and ravaged the abbey of Beverley^. t . 

The remaining ruins of this venerable edifice 
are well worthy of a visit. The West end of the 
Church is yet in a state of hiarh conservation,, 
exhibit insf a rich specimen: of beautiful arc1>ite^turiB^. 
(which 18, however, hut a ipedleyof English and. 
Saxon,) and giving rise to ideas most melancholj. 
and tnost pleasing. To enter the door-way whiQli 
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kwlM»ii paMd ^m&smahiiy by the noble Moivrbray s, 
% a long list of ecde^iastics of nirioas rasnks, and 
t^^bldSeednd £dvrard hims^if, in ag^et^ lon^ lost ia 
the «iile4>f time ; is indeed a sin^uhf ^rratification. 
Other pattft of thc/bailding are fri tolerable preser- 
Miion, bat destruction and desolation are supreuM 
Sn their ravages. 

^ ^ Spnrious doeament respecting Byland Abbe/ 
%6ii toth^ to biir hands; and as it may be t^orthy 
of piMerf^tion, as a spebimen of ancient superslK 
tion ;. of legal verbosity scarcely to be exce^deH 
even in the present day; and of ** words that are 
stricken in years^ and grown so aged that they have 
ontHved their employment/' we subjoin it in the 
Appendix^ No. II. 



THIRKLEBY, 



II, small vHlage, 4 miles S» E. of Thirsk, is Ihe'seat 
jjjf Sir ThpjQas Prapklapd, Bart, who ia descended 
of an ancient family, supposed to have been seated 
ad Yorkshire ever since the Conquest. This family 
InU' beeii allied to several distinguished houses in 
iha iMpgdom, as \s ell as to the Protectorate House 
efCroffiweUL Sir Thomas ^FraoUandi -eldest son 
O 2 



of Sir H%iir]rv the fin(t Barotiet, f$iriMt:BgdMi 
daughter of the Lord Proteetoir, aiid mete-^f L^ndl 
FaQeonberg;. The present irenenlMe andynuyrl^r 
Saronet is the second son of the late Sir Ttoaiai ; 
was bom in 17dO ; and receivdd his edaeattaa'^ at 
Merton College, Oxford^* * ' .^ * - 

Tbirklebj Church, a heat modern structtire, was 

jf^built hy the late Sir Thomas FranUan4,>i|7)i3; 

and contains several laoRum^nts to ihor n)epo|}f 

of various branches of the &Diilj« On a flat 4t9B« 

in the aisle c— * 

\ Anna AscoucjH 

Vidua mcestissima, in'memorlam . 

GuLIELMI ASCOUGH, ArMIGERI^ 

mariti charissimi, viri ingchio poUentis, 

animo invictissimi, mortbus amsnissimi^ 

filii natu maxinii Gulielml 

AscouGH, MiLiTis, adhud 

supers! itis, hoc rooDuraei|tum posuit* 

Obiit 18^ die Novembris, 

Ano. Dni. 1676. 

"■■ A similar stone bears the arms' and' name St 
Burgoyne. Oh k tablet fixed againiit the Sbutli 



^ History of the Baronet Family of Fraaklaai), ia,|hp 
Rev. Mark Noble's Memoirs of the Protectorate Jlouse 
of Cromwell, and of Families allied to the Prote^tbi'J^ 
V9U 11, Ho. XX.X1V. .' '^ .-..'.•O ^ ^ 



WttU near tl^ door, h inscribed «a^~epi|F»p^>ta 
the roemory of Arabelbi, wife of Sir WtUiam 
Fraokla^, ahd daughter of the Hon. Heitf jf 
Oelasyser who died S6 Feb. ]687, «t. 50., . ^imi^ 
thU^ the monument of iSir William himself, :^J»cr^ 
died August 2^ 1697; aet. 69, bearing th^ Frauklaad 
arms, azure, a dolphin naiant embowed, or, on a 
chiefof the second, two saltires coupt gules: im^^ 
palad with argent, a chevron, gules, between thre» 
fleurs de lis, azure. 'On the N. side— 

Near this place 

lies the body of Sir Thomas Frankland, Bartv . 

(sec6nd son of Henry FfanUand, 

Gbverbolr of iFort Williarti in Bengal) 

Admiral of the White : 

vho represented the Borough of Thirsk in gis 

Parliaments. 

He died at Batb) on the SIst November, 1784^ ' 

aged 66. 
" He married Sarah, daughter of Win^ Rhett, £i^ 
iDf South Carolina; by whom he left seyep sons al^ 
three datightera. > . 

Near the above, a siirJlar monument in laenoorf 
of Capt. Robert Frankland, who died. 86th. Deceni* 
ber, 1T57, atTBombay^ while Commander of H. ^ 
& the Yarmouth* 



On the South side of the Chaneel, an elegant 
osonument was erected in the year 1803, by 8ir 
T. Frankland, Bart, and Dorothy, his wife, to the 
Aiemory of Four Children; three of whom are 
there interred, the fourth in the Island of Madeira. 
A beautiful groupe of sculpture represents the 
parents weeping over the urns of their deceased 
offspring; and an inscription in gold letters sur* 
mounts the whole, «< Thy WilIi be done." 

^ One object of curiosity in this church must not be 
overlooked — on the altar is placed a large brqiss 
charger or sacramental plate of apparent antiquityi 
curiously embossed, and representing in relievo, 
Abraham^s sacrifice of his son Isaac. The youth 
kneels before a blazing altar; the sacrificial knife 
is already lifted for the fatal blow ; but an Angel 
appears in the clouds, and the substituted ram is 
already detained in a thicket. The countenances 
of the patriarch apd his son are worw ^way i ))u^ 
the general design is preserved. 

*The Church, which is a Vicarage in the gift 
4of Hift Grace the Archbishop of York, forms an 
agreeable object . fitttn the beautiful mansion of the 
worthy Baronet, which is seated in a park of con- 
aiderable extent, adorned with .venerable trees of 
ifoble appearance. ^ ' ' 
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fiAGBY 



is situated on a rising ground, about 3 miles S..E. 
ofThirsk, and was, in the 1 2th century, a consider^ 
able place under the Mowbrays, having an exten-^ 
sive Hospital for the sick and /poor, which was 
founded about the year 1200. 

A guard of soldiers were, it is said, stationed in 
the town, for the defence of the inhabitants from the 
Banditti who infested the mountains of Sutton undei' 
Whitestoneclifl; and spread their ravages into all 
the neighbouring villages and hamlets : till tjiej, 
were dispersed by command of Henry II., who 
dispatched SOO men to extirpate this band of out- 
laws. Hood Hill near Sutton was the scene of the' 
engagement, in which the robbers were finally 
defeated. 

Bagby (anciently Pagby) is a chapel of ease , 
under Kirby-Knowle, the parish church being lo] 
miles distant. The tower was rebuilt in the year^ 
1751; and the chapel has lately been fcecwfjfed bjT; 
whitewashing and painting; the latter in a. verj. 
curious stile. A Piscina^ near the altar, seems to^ 
firove antiquity J but from the architectural oriteriat, 
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the visitor will be unalile to ascertain whether 
it was built by the Saxons or the Greeks; or 
whether it ^as not afi imitation of the first cathe-^ 
dral erected at York, which we are told consisted 
«f boards. 

About 3 miles from the town of Helmslej, and 
iO from Thirsh, stand the fip^ ruins of 



RIEVALX ABBEY, 



upon the grounds of Charles Duncombl^, Etq. 

This extensive Priory was founded abofit tli^ 
year 113') ^^i amply endowed by Sir. WaKfir 
L'Espec, a wealthy Baron, who was also (he 
founder of Kirkham Piriory, in Yorkshire, and ol^ 
Wardon Abbey, in Qedfordshire ; and was interred 
in this aK)ey, at Rievalx. Sir Walter,^ving lost' 
his son by a fall from a horse, devoted a consider- 
able part of hjs estate to pious uses. The abb^y' 
of Rievalx, dedicated to St. Mary, was endowed 
with landed property to the amount of fifty caru^ 
cates, of which 9 were given by the founder, 12 bjr.. 
the crown, 12 by Roger de Mowbray, and 6 by'the*^ 
Bishops of Durham. There was a}so an extensive^ 
pasturage for upwards of 4000 sheep and cattle, in' 
the neighbourhood, with free watren and othe'r 
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\pA^I/9lt^i hkt it is siDgttlaf that not one donation 
<if adharch or chapel occurs^ so that their spiritual 
iwcidllie Kmst Imve been verj small. Their whole 
MfOftHe is rated by Dagdaie at £378: 10s. 2d.; 
hy Speed at £35^^ I4ki. 6d. ; ahd with so small aa 
iMNfbfto, -there ^«re at the surrender, S3 monks and 
4k^ Abbot. There were no less tiian 31 successive 
kVbots of Rievftlx. William, the first, died in 
l!l6 ; Aelred, the third Abbot, wrote a chronicle, 
fce^ihh^^' with the creation, and ending ilrith 
tfmfy L; htewfote also the Life of Dtivid, King 
trf^lScOtltttrd) and some other pieces: he died iil 
1167. The Abbot at the dissolution was Rowland 
BiyUkk. 

3tf Bernard, Abbot of Clareval, despatched some 
monks into England^ who were honourably receivr 
^d by L'Espec, and allotted the grqund of thig 
abbey; this is. said to have been one of the first 
institutions of the Cistercians* in this kingdom. 

* me family of Roos were patrons of the abbey, in 
US3. 

The abbeys of Rievalx and Old Byland, were 
situated so pear, each other, that they each could 
^ear the sound of tbc^ bells of the other abbey. 



* So called from Cistercium, or Citeaax, in the 
diocese of Chalons. They were first settled in Waverley 
Abbey, iii Sliciiky ; and i^ HM, tkem wer)» 500 |nqoa- 
•teries of that order. 

^ P 
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The most ancient part^ which has bemooeval 
with the first erection, appears in the transept^ 
•where the small Norman Windows bear unques^* 
tionable testimony to the period of their erectioD. 
The rest of the building bespeaks itself ikiore 
modern. It is a singular circumstance, that jdi6 
church, instead of standing East and West,* ap« 
proaches more to the direction of North and 
South ; so that the choir is at the South end, and 
the North Aisle is on the East. ^ This anomaly 
• was produced by the rebuilding of the'chUrch, and 
making the body of tbe old serve as the transept of 
;the nei^. The ruins of the cloisteF itieastire above 
100 feet each way ; and the refectory extendi to the 
length of 100 feet, and in breadth between 90 and 
40. Parallel to this, is ''another extensive ruins 
several feet longer, and about tlie same breadth^ 
answering to the description of a dormitory. The 
Infirmary, Aims-House, Abbot's Chamber and 
offices, are also distinguishable among the general 
wreck; and the remains of the whole are more 
entire, and more interesting, than any in the dis« 
trict.t 

The local situation of this romantic abbey may 
serve to explain a proverbial expression peculiar to 



♦ Sec p. 64. 

+ Vide Young's History of WWtby, 1, 447* 
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|his {»rl 4)if Yorksliire. When a person canoot 
999117 reach a plaee, without a circuitous n>ute, or 
fi>ir. want of a {iroper term, is compelled to make uao. 
of ftcircamlooution, it is a common sajing, that ^f ha 
is going round about iZievo/j; to seek old BjIand^'V 
l^his adage is undoubtedly, taken from the abbey, to 
which the road is almost circular ; first down a verjr 
•teep and craggy mountain, by many serpentine 
windings; then rising again much in the same 
manner pn the opposite side ; seeming sometimes to 
go direct to the place, and anon directly from it; 
sometimes on one side of it, and sometimes ou 
another. This circumstance appears to be the' 
jbmidation of the proverb.* 

The abbey is situated near the angles of three 
different vales, with each a rivulet running through 
them ; that passing by where the abbey was built 
l^eing called Ricy whence the vale took its naqie, 
and this religious house was thence called the 
Abbey of Rieval. 

The site of the ruin was granted in 1538, to 
Thomas, Earljof Autland ; it afterwards became the 
property of George Villars, Duke of Buckingham ; 
bis son sold it to Sir Charles Duncombe, Kt. whose 
grafi^-iiephew, Thomas Duncombe, Esq. erected 
one of the finest terraces in England, upon the hill 



* Gwtlemaa'8 Mag. Juae, 1754, 
P 2 



■ V 



IIS ^BnTom<v^ #v 

whkli overlooks the abbey ;* Ae< Kobae ftrftfifilmlif 
ed Mfiih paiating^ execiitedhj fiuinQ(ia&^ a«: Jt^km 
artist, who waa long emflfu^eih^i^jaM^ dbiififi 
ibr thid puipose. The sakgects aM. aalBefeBdi from. 
AeatheB ff^ythology. * ; . ... 

A visit to this majestic ruin will amplj tepajtlii^^ 
traveller ; the modern elegance of the nf^ighbour- 
ing seat of Charles S. Duncombe, Ej^q. ; the ancient^ 
but ruined splendour of the venerable monastery ; 
and the perennial beauties of the surrounding sce- 
nery ; unite to gratify the ta,8te of the artist, tha^ 
antiquary, and the lover of a fine prospect. 

<^ Here hills with vales, here^wiwdi mth. water vie. j^ 
Here art with nature strives to feast the eye ; 
r Bere Erne's totiering fabris, clad: with grttn. 
And monltiBh grandeur, deconut^the sfiene ; ^ ; 
Here architects eiigrate th' [<iii>ic scroll^ 
And famed Bunvice'S pencil erimas the whalai'** 
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^Q called, to diatinguifb i|t. Oma a do^pev^ 0h^ 
$nUop$ in tbe counjty, i^ a bao^let of the gpiialf 
of Felixnirk, irom which it is distant about one and 

. y — ^ , ■ ; ■ ■» '* 

♦ Gazetteer of Yorkshire. " 



% baJff mil6^ .^ ^^ considerable vUl^e^ siti^ti^ a^ 
^s naijf^e imf>prts^ beneath. s| iQftj jji^eqigUous. ppii}.t 
^ tbe IlapibletQa Hills. It b^s up (;]iapeIof <;a^y 

greeted by tbe geaerosity ot tbe 1^1^ S^f. $%u^};^2 (^ 
Oagoodby. 

At Hooi(Hode) was a/i lierrpHage bi longing to 
Whitby Abbey, wh^r^ Robert de AInetto, a monk 
of Whitby, lived for some tinae j but, in 1 i38, lloger 
de Mowbray, ai^d.Giindreda, bis mother, purcha^efj 
the place from the monks, and founded tbei'e ^ 
Cistertian Abbey, which was afterwards removed to 
Byland. The Church at Hoo4 wii« dedicated to 
§it. Mary and St. William. Robert de Aloetto, ^bi? 
ylF^» nviis^r of tbe hospital at Spital-^rigg:, ai|i4 
founder of the hermitage,, pr cell, at IiQod,^waa;^ 
Gorman of noble bijrth,^ being brother to G,undre4^ 
Moifcbi^ay, uad^r whp^e {iJltronag;^ be settled i^ 
llood. When that pla^ was, made an abbeyj, if^ 
1138^ through the bounty of tbs^l Lady and, 1^ 
soa ttoger^ he still continued la it undeiT C^R^ 
the first Abbot; ai^d p^i^b^bly ^bod^d there U4|^ 

An ancient Stone Font, of curious 'workmanship, 
was, some years since^ dug up at Hood ; and is now 
preserved in the possession of John Bell, £sq, of 
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ll'hirsk. The stone, which is square at the has^' 
is supported at the angles by four grotesqiio 
figures resembling those fabulous monsters wfaicfar 
the Heralds term Sea Lions.. Two opposite sides 
are decorated with as many indescribable beings ; 
one apparently human, though mutilated, holding a 
book and a two-edfi^ed sword; the other supporting 
on a kind of shield an Agnus Dei, with its usual 
emblems, a staff, cross, and banner. The upper 
part being circular forms the bason, which is now 
ludden under a sun-dial. The whole forms an 
object well worthy of preservation. 

A Stone Coffin, which was found in digging the 
ground for the erection of a thrashing machine, is* 
placed in an upright position in the wall of a barn, 
by the unaccountable fancy of the discoverer. A 
similar curiosity is to foe seen, buried in the wall of 
the farm house in the vicinity. The superior parts 
of two Gothic windows, are also remaining in a^ . 
similar situation. The bones pf several bumau 
bodies have been dehumated, the teeth of which . 
were very perfect, and are preserved at the farm 
house, whose tbick stone walls and antique win* 
dlow^ testify its antiquity, 

GORMIllE, 

Where smooth, unruffl'd by the northern blast| 
Ths chryital lake^ in alpine recks enshrin'd^ 
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' Reflects the rerdant scene, and geatly bathes^ 
With silver waves around the grass grown feet 
Of woody hills. There to his cackling dames, 
On blooming heaths and secret lawns dispersM, 
The GoE*cock calls, the sultan of the grove ! 

The above lines from a work on Natural Plislorjr, 
may perhaps suggest an etymology of the name of, 
this beautiful Mere, or Lake, which they so exactlj 
describe, where the Gorr ( or Moor- ) Cock, a wild 
fowl, peculiar to the North of England and Waks^ 
nay have frequented. 

It is a fine lake of a mile in circumference, well 
worthy the attention of the curious. Its singular 
situation, elevated on a lofty conical eminence^ and 
smrrounded by romantic hills ; its beautiful appear* 
apce ; and the popular traditions respecting its 
origin ; render it an object of intere9t and pleasure* ' 
The lake is the property of Sir George Wombwell, 
9art. of Newton ; and it is a singular circumstance, 
that, the lake only belongs to Sir George, « without 
any of the adjoining land. 

, .The TiUage ^;randaroes relate that tiiis awful 
abyss was produced by a tremendous earthquake^ ^ 
which ingulphed ap€»pulous town and its se^re 
inhabitants, in a moment of unexpected calamities 
leaving behind it a body of winters, ' un&themabl|| 
and bottomless. From the same respectable aii^ 
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thority, it is asserted lliat tlie tops cTf ti'duses aiwi 
the desolate cliimneys are sometimes visible to tlie 
astonisbecl eyes of the stranger, iirheffi emharked 
upon these mysterious waters. 

* Si qua domus roansit, potuitq : resistere tanto 
** Indejecta mal6 ; culmen tafnen altior'kujm 

'* tJnda tegitj pressseq : labant sub gurgite turteu 

* . i . - . - cymha sedei alter adunca, 
' Et diidt r^mos illic, ubi nup^r ararat. 

• **lne ^iipra seget^S, tot merice cutmina tntfctf 
^Navigat: ' Ovid. ^ 

in bayes's « Yorkshire,'' it is obsei-ved that this 

* curious poolof water is round as a bason, and* 
has all the appearance of the crater of a volcano.** ^ 

Without the embellishment of fiction, the natoraf 
beauties of this lake are sufficient to repay thcl? 
labour of the visitor, its lofty situation command- 
fog an unbounded prospect of tHe beautiftih valii 
AlrMoWtft^y. 

Whitestonecliff, or White Mare Crags.- IVfarch 
f5, IT55, itia!^ persons in tfaeneigfabourbood heard 
m toad ^se, which "seamed to proceed frbnt ttin 
^iff; and wbieh ine^ased on the S6th. About f 
#'dock<M &ke tflWfliti^ 6f the STth, Edwiu'd MAmi 
ireaver, and Adam Bosomvrbrth, bleaohel', bkStA 
fPSiftton^ rifing beneatli th6 8cc^e tif these sti^hgft 
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•noiBes/ beard a treiB€aidttaB roaring^, which they 
.compared to the explosion of ttmny canoons, prp- 
^c^dtng from the cliff. Shortly after thej witnessed 
the disruption of a fragment of the roch, four or five 
jards broad; which split and flew off from the top 
of the crag. Between ten and eleven in the fore« 
n(Hm^ a part of > the same rock^ .fifteen yards in 
tliicknasB, thirty high, and ficom sixty to seventy in 
)i>readtb, was torn off and hurled into the .valley) 
^ith a report like the eruption of a volcano. The 
eause of this alarming phenomenon, which was n^^ 
turally enough mistaken for an earthquake, w|ts the 
lodgecpent of a large quantity of snow a:nd, rain in 
H^cayitjc pf 4;h9 rock» whi«h rent in pieces the solid 
stone, and produced those frightful conyulsions, to 
the no small terror of the viUagers* Traces of this 
awful avalapche reniain in the fissures of the earth, 
which .cpvere the foot of the Whitestonecliff; in, 
tbe^despjation which reigns on its rocky sides ; and 
t]||e huge firagments which were . hurled into th» 
fields and woods of the vicinity. 



JF£LISKIRK, oTHSRwisB caUiBD 
JFELIXKIRK, 



itaamall village, 3 miles N. E. of Thirsk; half « 
mile from which, at Mount St. John, WiUiaai 

Q 
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Percy, in the reign of Henry I., founded 4 IWdcfN 
lory of the Knigbis of St. John of Jenmleoiy 
which vas granted by Henry VIII. in exchangie^ t# 
the Archbishop of York. At its dissolutioA it ww 
valued at £102. I3s. lOd, per annnjd. 

The Chtirch, a Vicarage in the gift of His €fraeil 
the Archbishop of York, is an ancient structum 
of considerable interest ; containing all efigy eS 
a Knight Templar, and another of a I^dy^ 
in excellent preservation, and well execute^ 
in stone. The Knight is habited In complete 
N4>rman> Hng*mail, bearing sword and shield^ 
his legs being crdssed to deaote the order of 
kaigfathood. 

*^ There long hath lain behind that iron rail, 

The sculptur'd Knight, in curious marble mall ;1 

IVith hands upliTt, and clasped, and graT*d beneath 

His linkage and achieTements— fame's last wreath*** 

The rustic mind incurious io his 6ime, 

The age that knew him, or his titled name ; 

Or if mortality he ever wore, 

Or only liv'd in legendary lore I 

Or if in chifalry's ^dreut'rous ap^ 

He lur'd the Turk *t S^f m tot Qogage ; 

And ere the holy Syrian vales he left, 

From many a Paynim's arm the crescent reft } 

Or worn at Tourney when hit Kiag was thcs^f. 

The envied favours of th^ fii^est fair* 



5? 
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, Sntbia 111 fliQtokei'tWftiaiioJoys impart, 
; Tjic bf raid's blaaoii, and th^^sculptort art, , 
\. Be parftefi of their beauty aud intent, ; 

What now they mean— or what thej erer meant'' 

t - ■ - ^ 

^ The Kntglita Templars were a military order, 
which began about the year 1118, at Jerusalem, 
^he institution was commenced by nine crusaders, 
%ho resolved to defend the pilgrims from the 
cruelty, of the infidels, and to keep the passes 
free for such as visited the Holy Land. From so 
•mall a beginning they increased to such a degree, 
that they are said to have been at length poreessed 
irf iiiiie thousand houses or convents, besides othw 
great i^eatth. TKeir prosperity is aaid to have 
made them so insolent, and so abominably viciOus^ 
that even & Pope saw reason to suppress them: 
though some have thought their richer excited 
jealousy. In 1S12, at the general council of ^len- 
ia, the order was abolished ; next year the grand 
toaster was burned alive, and severalothiefs were 
executed. Much of their property was afterwards 
given to the Knights Hospitallers, who stHl subsist 
AS Knights <>f Malta." 

St* Min's Mount introduces to the reader 
UH^ber victim of Protestant persecution, ia the 
barbarous execulioa of Wiiiiam Harrington, a 
aative of this place, who was, on the 18tb of 
^et^ruar^i i59i, hsmf ed, dra«f Ui and <]^uartered,^ at 
Q S 



Tj^bum. He was cut dour n alivd^ and put to deatb 
uqder cironmstances of peculiar atrocity. Thfe 
inartjrrdom is attested by Stow's ChiDnidei and 
the Douay Di&ry and Catalogues.* . 

One mile to the North of Thirsb, upon th« 
JBtoc&ton and Sunderland Road, is 



SOUTH KILVINGtON, 



ii neat village, pleasantly situated, and commanding 
a fine view of Thirsk. Nothing worthy of notice 
occur*, excepting, the Church, dedicated to l^t* 
Wilfred, which is indeed an object worthy of the 
traveller's . attention. Its appearance is indicative 
of considerable antiquity, and contains both the 
Stone Rason and the Piscina, (the former near the 
South Door) but . does not exhibit any trace of a 
Western Door. The antique Gothic Arch between 
the nave and the chancel, springing , from solid 
abutments of unnecessary magnitude, curiously 
separates these two divisions of the little church* 
The East Window contains the arms of Scrope,' in 
ancient coloured glass, and mifi^ht at - one - period 
contilin a much greater quantity.- But the most 

*€balioneT*9 Memeirs of Missiouary Priests, I^ 164* 
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ttsrioHs object in KJlvtni^oii Ckuf^id tic foiif, 
whiehhDs«nga^ed the attentio'.i of rthe Honourable 
Society of Antrquaries. Dr. Waddilove, Dealt 
of Ripon, in a communication to the Society, pab^ 
Ushed in the I6th Volume of Arch«eologia, givesan 
elaborate heraldic investigfitipn of the arms which 
this f6nt bears, and which are the insignia of % 
very ancient and noble fainily. It has been .th» 
constant tradition of the neighbourhood, that it ^as 
removed to its present situation from the chapel 
of Upsal Castle s certain it is that Upsal Ca^Ie 
did descend to Sir Geoffrey Scropo, who ^as Chief 
Justice of England in the reigns of JEdward II* and 
III. ; and to their heirs, till the extinction of' th^ 
family in the reign of Edward IV. "The font 
appears to have been made about this time,^ and 
probably by Thomas, the sod of Lord John Scrope* 
Treasurer of England ; for the' arms of Chaworth^ 
his mother^ are engraven on it/' -.It is, th6&,;aQ 
octagonal stone vessel of large dimensions, hav^ 
ing on its sides nine escutcheons^ bearing, asnve 
have said, the arms of Scrope. Round the foof^ 
are eight several tabletd/in relief, inscribed si 
follows: 

/jBnsl ICtomaal |lc| l^tro;^ 



|et| |rtt?atettl Ittjotl ictHsi. 



. On 0kie octagonal form of this font/ it deserve* 
lo be romarked, that the octagon had a nijstical 
meaning in the ancient 'Christian Church ; on which 
•eeount they eons^ueted their fonts for baptism in 
tint forni* In Grtder's Inscriptions, p. 1 166, are 
I ^SL Ambrose^ upon the font of St. Theda. 



Octagonus fons est munere dignus eo. 

Hoc numero decuit sacri baptismatis aulani 

Surgere, qilP populo vera salus rediit. 

ft was a common observation, that as six was the 
inimber of Antichrbt, so eighty of true Christianity* 
An octagon was represented on ^ome aneient ceim 
. i)f Christian Plrinces.* 

^ It majr be added, that the font much eesemUet 
in shape and sculpture, but of abetter design^the 
fcnt at Bolton, of which a representation is given 
it p. 106, of Dr. Whitaker's History of Craven." 

A Grave Stone in the church yard cannot but be 
f^dmired for its beautiful simplicity, and the absence 
[pf that fulsome panegyric, whidi too often disgusti^ 
the passenger* Its inscription is this^ 

JONE& 



$he Aectory k in Ae gift of Sidney Coll; Canih. 

fm \\i . . « Ml pi n I I I M i|i^ I r i T ■ ' i m ii t . - .ii O |<i ^ > ^ 

£ GsDideii^CvXcU 



\ 



fHiRtvi &xk Mr 

t 
UPSAL^ r 



fUpy ^tp, Sal, hall) is a small hamlet, in the pariiJl 
of Soath Ktlvington, 4 miles N. E. of Thirsk^ in an 
elevated situation upoii the Hambleton Hills. The 
Scrope Family had a Castle here, whi^h was thef 
residence of die Lords .Scrope, of CTpsal. 
• • . ■ • ^ 

. It . appears exceedinglj probable that Upisal[ 
XTastle; was built by the family of Mowbray, 89[ 
celebrated in the annals of Thirsk, and thatfirom th^ 
following considerations : " The family of Scrope 
irst appeared in Yorkshire in the reign of Kingf 
John ; here, it is well known, they flourished foij 
many descents at Bolton Castle, in Wenslejfdiale^ 
till the time of John Lord Scrope, of Bolton, who 
married a daughier of that third Roger de Mowbratf^ 
irho died in 11^9'. This John Lord Srope had two 
fons ; the eldest possessed of Bolton ; tl^e seoonc^ 
Sfar Geoffrey, became/ Lord Scropet)fUpsal', inrigkt 
pf his mother, and wad Chief Justice of England iii 
the reigns of Edward 1 1, and 1 1 1."'*' In this ftmily 
the title and castle of Upsal descended to Thoma* 
Xord Scrope of Upsal, who was born 1461, withi^ 
whom the male line closecu He left 9 d^iig^ti^t 

J- - '■ ■ ■ " . . ^ .. . -. -.. — -r — ."''..; ^i ^ 
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named Ali^e, xiho intermarried with her relation^ 
Henry Lord Scrope of Bolton, but left no issue. 
The estate of Upsal Iben reverted to Elizabeth^ 
the sister of the said Thomas Lord Scrope, wh» 
ikiarried Sir Ralph Fitzrandolph, who then beeaiM^ 
possessed of ifpsal Castle. 

As Lord Scrope became possessed of Upsal hf 
right, of his wife, the daughter of the third Ri^er 
de Mowbray, it appears that it was previoufily ia 
the &milv of Mowbray.* 

From a MS. in the British Museum (Harl. MSS. 
542, fol. 34) .it appears that ' the Lord Scrope 
0f Yposall,' as well as * the Lord Scrope of Bolton,* 
was among the nobility who ' came to Kynge Rich- 
IM:d' at the battle of Bosworth Field. It is not 
improbable that he fell, as he is not included in the 
met of attainder passed by the Conqueror. 



* The Compiler is here under the necessity of advert** 
ing to a mistake, induced by a similarity in the names, 
which has crept into HargroTe*s Gazetteer of Yorkshire^ 
p. 316, ^nd ed* art. Upsakx, which is thus notii^^ 
^^ Wapentake of Birdforth, {kc. The Fercy family had 
formerly a castle here, where Lord William, of Upsall,' 
resided, about the year 1270 ; and gave ceitain lands, iir 
this place, ' to the nuns of the priory of Baredale, neav 
Stokesly." The wrijter was.here misled— William de 
Percy of Kildale, did indeed grant to the nunnery of 
JBaredale ^^ two ox^angs of land in the town of Upsall,** 
4pc.,* but it was Vpsal in the wapentake of Xaoi^argtl^ 
j^r Guisbrouicb. 

• y WJg'i flistoiy of Whitbr, p. 276. 
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. Cbnsiderable Testi^jes are remaininj^ to attest the 
^ot^ where-stood the residence of the noble Tdtnilf 
of Scrope. The ruins have been converted into 
ttfi^rni heuse^ and the barn walls exhibit a corioua 
^peetmeu of ancient architecture. 

• • . . • Their bordering plains, 
No more with piles of slaughter'd warriors heap^d^ 
Invaders and invaded, nor illumed 
By midnight gleams from hamlets wak*d by shoat 
Of dire incarsion spreading flames and death. 
Smile gratefttl. Moaidering on its craggy base, 
- Years of alarm, of conflict, and of vroe,^ 
The castellated mansten scarce records. * 

The situation is one of the finest imaginable.—* 
Elevated on a gentle declivity, the distant tower« 
of York Cathedral are distinctly visible— and of the 
nearer prospect, though from another point of view^ 
^r. Gilpin observes, <^ Here nature hath wrought 
with her broadest pencil ; the parts are ample ; the 
composition perfectly correct ; 1 scarce remember) 
anyt^here, an extensive view, so full of beauties 
and so free from faults. The vale, of which this 
▼law is composed) hath not yet entirely lost its 
ancient name. The vale of lifoiabray. . This vale 
extends from York, almost to the confines of Dur- 
ham; is adorned by the Swale and the Ure; and 
isy certainly, one of the noblest Xxk(^ of country, of 
4^y fciftdy iti £ngliu|d/' 

R 
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The following liAes, from Gisborne's " Walks ia 
'k Forest/* may apply to our Walks in the Vale 



*< God clothes hrs ivorks with beauty. What the' here 

He has not wrapp'd in clouds the mottntata^s head 

Slagnificent, nor pil'd the fractur'd rock ; 

Nor delved the stony c^Teru stretching wide 

Its unsupported roof > nor down the steep 

Four'd the loud cataract ; nor bid the lake 

Expand its lucid mirror to the sun; 

]Var ocean's billowy surges wash the base 

Of promontories, whose white cliffs with fowl 

Swarmitfg of every sea-born tribf^resaund 

"With countless wings^ and never wearied cries 'i 

Yet has his hand the intermingling charms 

Of hill and valley, lawn, and winding dell, 

In rich exuberance ftpread; yet has his hand 

Htkng these wild banks with syfvan majesty.'*^ 

In the fariii-^ard at Dpsal lies a massy firagmentf 
of granite, similar to that at Thirsk. We shoulc^ 
t^ish to inscribe Dpon it the following; Hexameter': 

'^ Si non^ vis jacere hUBC lapidem, permitte jacere/* 

Fpsal 'Village and Cafltle are now Ihe propertjr 
^f Edmund Turtoh, Esq. 

About Balfway bettredn Thirsk and Upsal st'andif 
a house, which has long been known by the name' 
•f Nevison-Hally said to have been tke oeeasiooal* 
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fea^deiiee of a man^ aboot a century and a Iialf ago^ 
nrho was very celebrated in^Jjiis way. Though 
WiUiam Nevififoii was bor4 at Poatefract, we 
fcaanot call him an ^< Honest Yorkshireman." Ha 
was^ in &ct, the most notorious robber and high- 
Waj-m%n qf th9 age in which he lived. Hijs various 
exploits have been recorded in the calendars o( 
different gaols in the kingdom. A pamphlet 
printed at York a few. years ago, records his life 
and adventures, till they were terminated by the 
due reward of his deeds — on the gallows at York. 

Near the village of Upsal, in the parish of Kirby 
Knowle, New Building, the seat of Mrs Smyth, is 
to stiled, from its having been built from the ruins 
of a former mansion, or the, neighbouring castle. 
To the stranger, such an appellation may seem to sa- 
Tour ofihe old Roman term lucus^ a non lucendo : but 
considered in reference to its ancient circumstances^ 
Its propriety will be perceived. New Building is, 
then, a mansion of venerable age, said to have been, 
rebuilt on the site of a former mansion destroyed in 
the Civil Wavs along wjth UpscUL Castle, by Si^ 
James Danby ; from whose family it passed tct.thos^ 
f)f Rokeby and Buxton, from.. v;.hom it came to th^ 
&mily qf the present poss^ ss^or. I ts architecture is of ^ 
tj^e Old flnglish stil^, Theisituation is ex;ceeclingljr 
fomantiq, Ueipg surrounded by ^oods^ oq tl\e de-«. 
^ivity of a beautiful UiU, yet cotnmanding aq^^ 
l^t^iJ^^Cj prqspeict m front qf tl^e Qountor fj^njs^ 



ISoA to I^ortlidlertoti. Il fertm a fiii6 ^h^iM 
t^e fieighboiirhood of Thirsk ; its lo^jr battiementii 
being disiinctlf seen in a circuit 6f iiiatiy-mille6« 
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m gmaM village^ 5 mites K E.^f Tbirsh, tlie.iiaiiie 
implying its situation, a church^village in the Icnollsy 
wUUsv It stands in a low but romantic sHvaHony 
being ^arrounded by m ampbitbeati^e of hill^ 
ftmong Hhich New Building ap|>^ars conspiciious, a 
fine and towering object It se^fHiB. there are four" 
teen other Kirby's in the county^ ^hicb need not 
imrprise iw, when it is recollected that Yorkshire 
js larger than any two counties is)^ the kingdom ; 
aiid, in extent/ excdeds all the ^evbn United Pro?- 
vtnces of Holland, connected. 

- i 

'- *Ihe Church i^ said to ba 6lle ^ fhie oldieiit in th4 
Jkingdbm, though at present it (Exhibits but feir 
evidence^ of antiquity, i^itcept lite fine ]peinted arck 
supported by massive abutmeitts, which separatei 
the chaiicel frcm the nave:; and a part of one ofthi 
i^outhern Windows. The chancel was refcuflt 4 
few }ears ago. There is tiot a tragnieirt of pafaited 
glas83 nor a single ^eietige of Boinish jiuperetitipii^ 



.ttor any monainefit of aoy 8g«v to be met with ia 
the church. ' Modern improvemeiift^ :bave vn^pt 
them «11 away. There are ei$h^i8i»aU braiB plates^ 
aix of which are <ietadied from the "ftow where thery 
were once fixed, on which ure in$^criptkMis to the 
memory of different branches of the lainilies of the 
l)dnhy\ Rokeby\ and Buxton'?, who Ibrmerly 
were the possessors of New Building. ^ None of 
Hkem are very ancient.. Tb^ ^dimensions of the 
church are very small, being about 66 feet ia 
length, and 12 feet in breadth. 

In the <^hurch yard are two lancient rude stone 
pillars on pedestals, a few feet from each* other, 
which doabtless were a sort of crosses, which are 
met with in some church yards^ of better execution. 

The Itving is in the gift of Sir Thomas Fran^- 
land, Bart. JBagby i« a .chapelry under Kirbf 
Kiiowle« 



LEAKE^ 



l^ifitlea^/E.of Thii^k, itt An^rtmsbire, eMendu 
jtsfM«pohial tlominion^Qver Knayton and Borrow- 
^y> thcftt^h n^W iBdoced i^ ti aolitaiy fiirm-htuie* . 
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The Church. is apcient ; the nave and tcwer bein^ 
Norman, or perhaps eyen Saxon Architecture ; th^ 
aisles and phaQcel, earlj Gothic. The tpver coij- 
tains three bells, one of which is reported to hayp 
Jfeen brought from RievaU Ahbej. They bear tl^P 
following inscriptions, the first, in autique £nglis}i 
capitals, 

fo * pater : aelrede : grendale : miseri J misery 

2, Jesus be our speed 1618. 
SjFily dei miserere mei 1618.* 

The tower of Leake Church appears to be Of 
the same date as the nave, and may be regarded 
as a beautifiil specimen of the later Saxon stile 
of church architecture. Bells were applied to sacred 
purposes ip th^ monastic societies of Northumbria 
to early as the 7th century; and Kinseiis, Arch- 
bishop of York in the §th cejitjiry, provided that 
the churches i^ h^s dipcese should be furnished 
with bells. 

Aelred is evidently a Saxon name; but the 
form of the letters denotes a period subsequent tp 

the Norman Conquest. 

___ ■ ■■■- 

♦ For tlie information of the English Reader w*^ 
.translate the aboFp carioi^s li^Bcriptipns. ^* O Fath^ 
Jiaye mercy on the miserable Aelred Grendale." "O 
'Son of God, haye mercy upon me.** Misera seems t^ 
|a Ike imperatiT^ af the old v«rb miH^ro f9r vifS^qri^ 



^he character ccrmmonly known by the name of 
bid Engmh first took place in England, about the 
hiiddie of the i4th century. The inscription oh 
Thirsk bell is of this sort : but Leake bell is evident-^ 
ly much older. The letters approach more to 
ihe mixed Saxon^ which was used in the O^th, lOth^ 
and beginnihg of the 11th 6eftturi6s^ oi* perhaps id 
ihe tiombardic or Norman^ introduced by the Con-* 
queror.* If this is correcf, the bell may b6 TOtf 
y^rs old. For any thing which appears to the 
contrary, it may probably have come from 
Rievalx Abbey, and may have been the gift of 
Aelred, the third Abbot^ aiithor of the chronicle^ 
who died In fl67.+ 

A cnrious specimen of ancient carving in ih^ 
South Aisle, bears the date m, d, 19, with thrf 
fi<rure of a saint in fine preservation, and an in« 
i^criptibli now hidtlett by a modern improvement. 

A bi^ass plate, On a flat stoWe in the nave^ H 
ihscribed in Old English characters i 

Of yor. charite p. fof ye soules of John watsoa 
sutyme Auditor to ye lord Scrope of upsall and". 
Alice his wife ^ th three childnf whes soules Jesii' 
pdon. 



♦ ehambcrt's Diet; ATt. Writinj^' + See p.' lli^ 



ISS RUTORT or 

Several sfon^ coffins have been, at different 
fimesf, rfasf up in Lealie Church Yard,»which thif 
Jnhabttaiits ascribe tolhe Danes. 



MOITNTGRACE ABBEY. 



About 10 miles from Thirsk, and 7 from North- 
illerton, was situated Mountgrace Abbej. 

Thomas Hcjland, DuHe of Surrj and Earl of 
Kent, founded a Carthusian Priory here, and de^ 
dicated it to the Blessed Virgin and St. Nicholas, 
about the year 1396: he was one of the nobles, 
who, in 1398, conspired against Henry IV. ta 
restore Richard II.; but being defeated in Glou* 
cestershire, by the men of Cirencester, he wag. 
beheaded with the Earls of Fluntington, Salisbury, 
and Gloucester : this fatal event delayed the pro* 
gress of the building, till Henry VI. confirmed the 
grants in 1449 ; after which it flourished till the 
genera} dissolution ; when its revenues were valu* 
^d at £882, 5s. lOd. per annum. The site was: 
gnmted in 1540 to James Strangeways. 

In the 9th of Henry III. an Act of Parliament 
was made, to restrain people from giving lands to 
tfaa religious* NeTertbelegSi in this long reign 
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of 56 yeaw, there was founded at Moulton, near 
Richmond, Begar, a priory of Carthusians, made 
an alien cell to the Abbey of that name in Bretagne; 
which, upon the suppression of foreign houses, was 
first granted to the chantrj of St. Ann at Thirsh, 
then to Eton College ; afterward to the Carthusian 
IRriory at Mountgrace, nearOsmotherly; and las tr 
fcr 4q JEtom GoU^ge ag^in.^ 

The iruins pf this ^bbej still retain the Mm- 
Mance of grandeur, though in a state of gradual 
4ecaj. The church walls stand uncovered, and 
ei^osed to the fury of every tempest; the tower 
still lifjt^ its head, and braves the lapse of ages. 
The I^Uchen and other apartments are paved with 
flag stones, and severally declare their formei^ 
^estij^VMoifs. The cemetery is on an elevated situ« 
, ation ; and the whole remains are venerable and 
worthy of notice. The property is at present iii 
\h& ancien); family of Mauleverer. A view of the 
^bhey is ^engraved ^t p. 5S3 of Spencer's Complete 
J2^i9h Tf^vellpr^ foiio, 1773. 

At AfTicRffe^ in this neighbourhood, was born thd 
fiev. Davi J Simpsdn^ M. A. Minister of Christ- 
Church, 'Maccleisfield, In Cheshire, author of */ A 
Plea for Religion, and the Sacred Writings," and 
(yther valuable works. He was of St. John's Col- 
lie, Camfbridge, and died in 1709. 
-■■ • ■ * ■■ ' ' ■ ' ■ ' ■ ' ■ ' ■»>• 
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THORNTON-LE-STREET, 



It small village ih Allettonshire^ the property e^ 
Samuel Crompton, Esq. M. P.^ is situated upoil 
thQ great Roraan Road from Eboracum to the Norths 
and upon the present great Edinboro' Road* 

, All the Roman Roads, being firmlj paved witli 
fttone, were called streets^ as Watling-street, &c^ 
Stratum, is the word made use of by venerable Bede, 
jquite through, his work, to denote a Roman Road, 

The Church, a Vicairage in the gift of Christ 
Church, Oxford, is a very ancient structure, princi- 
pally consisting of the Norman order of architecture, 
having no transept, and originally no totver, and 
being of a plain oblong shape, probably erected 
prior to the invention or introduction of the high 
pointed arch into this country. The fine venerable 
round arch, and its carved work, are sufficient evi« 
dence of the antiquity of the South Door; and the 
irregular capitals of the pillars which support the 
arch leading to the chancel) are decidedly Norman» 
The windows are of a minute and laneet-shape des« 
cription, the usual concomitants of those churchea 
which were erected before the eUdof tbe IStli €«B« 



fury. A piscina is yet remaining near the altar, and 
a stone bason for holy water, appears to hav« 
left a vacancy in the wall near the S. Door. 

Three Latin inscriptions on brass appear in the 
Cancel, to the memory of Roger Talbpt, Esq., a 
Captain in the pay of King Chiarles I.^ who died 
Oct.Sd, 1680— of Bridget Pudsey, who died 24th, 
April, 1684— and of Elizabeth Pudsey, who died 1st 
Dte. 1694 ; all ancestors of the present fsimily of 
Crompton, of Wood-end. An elegant marble nionu-' 
ment on the N. side of the chancel has been erected 
to the memory of Roger Talbot, of Wood-end, and 
Sarah his wife. He died 7 March, 1777, set. 64. 
She, the 87 JJJoY. 1792, «t. 88. 

» 
Several batcbments, beariijg the arms of this 

femily, attest the plain truth, that wealth <»nnot 
confer an exemption from the common lot qC morr 
tality. The more recent ones bear— 1, Argent> 
three lipn^ rampant, sable ; on an inescutcheon, 
assure, a cross flory, or. 8* The same coat impaled 
Hfith azure, a dolphiq naiant embowed, anJ a chief, 
or, *bjBaring iy^q s^altij-es couped, gules. Motto; 
Tou^jour&Ji(kl€» 

In this neighbourhpod staijds Wood-end, the sm% 
,4>f Samuel Crompton, Esq. 5^. P. for ftetfard.j 

- . : Si 
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Is-in the Wapentake of GlWfflg' Eittt; ^ ^ilfe W;- 
by N. of Thirsfc. Th6 name itapAffts ili^ <^Mfc&- 
r>illage, upon <Ae i^^/er, ^w*>i or Jf^yigCy a ftHtlsIt 
term, signiff ing z^ater or n'wr.' I'B^ livmg id^ #e^ 
tory,inthe diocese of CBester, m tli^ gJfto^Hifi? 
Grace the Duke of Nor&uitfWfrl«ndi 

This village is chiefly remarkable for being the^ 
birth-place of Roger AgcHAM^a eelebrated litera*" 
ry character of the 16th, century. Hi$ father, Jobtt 
Ascham, was house-steward in the faitiilj ofScroop. 

Heti^as born in 1515, aitd educa^^d at St. Jdhii's 
College, Caitibridge^ where te o6f ained a fellow- 
ship, and wars appointed teacher 6f Greek. In 1544^ 
Henry VIIL, settled a pension of £!&. a y6att' 
upon him ; and in 1548, he iva& appointed classical 
tutor W Lady Elizabeth, with H^hl>m be rcfald ihosif 
of Cicero's works, the orations 6f Isoterale^,- the phrytf 
€>f Sophocles, and other anient iiutttbrs. After* h^ ' 
ing thus honourably employed twoyearis, hereturA* 
ed to Cambridge, where he filled the office of publjc 
orator with great reputation^ and was. hoAoufed 
with a pension b^ King Ed^ard^YJ* Ja 1550^ h^ 
attended Sir Richard Morysine, in his embassy tpi 
Cfaarjes Y,^ and remained in Germacj' three yea tf 



During tbis time he was afppoiWtedf Laf ^ Secr^tarjr 
to the King, bat on^thedeatfrof iliaf P^itFce, he Jost- 
bis plitce arid p^nsipii. Asotiarh^ bad^ tht stnjpilar 
g^d fortune, though known t^be ar Protectant, to* 
escape the ang6r ofQaeien Mar/, atat e^^ enjoyed 
the favour of the Princess, m ho appointed Mm Wr 
secretarj. On the accession of Elizabeth, he wa» 
<5ontiAued ih his MceAfOSH tiltmi- rtadfe W p^i^ate 
tutor in the lear^d IWiifirti^^^ ^hfen dhe heard 
of his deiith, that ef^6)i(»inicaf Priticess exclaimed,, 
that she Mi'ould rafffer hc^v^ lo^tf teh Cho'ixsaikl pounds.' 
The only prefetuiieM fre eveir 6btjitned was a pre- 
liend in the cathedral -^t York. His niost esteemed 
Work is entitled, " The Sthobftnaifer*' : his Latiri 
Epistles have b6eh frequenfly jWiMed, and ar^ 
admired b^ all good jutfges^ of elegant composition. 
His taleiits were ^o blbtided wttfr a'ctivity, that he 
wrote for Mary, in the ilpa<^e df^S dstys, J^tteies to^ 
47 Princes, the mean^t 6f wfabiU was a Cardinal.- 
tie died at London, SOth Dec. 1568. His attach- 
ment to dice arid cock-figMg kept Mm miserabN^ 
pobr.^ Tfhe ceiebr^<^d ButhdMafr feiiieAted hiff Afifllf 
ifl the following lines :— "^ 

Aschamnm extinctum patriae, Graiaeq ; Camoenae, 

Et Lati» Yita. eiAh ^etate M^t^ 
' Frifiioiiribas tixit caras, jiibigdus ami^is, , . , 

Be modic^, lik iBbfe» di<3ere fana ne^ait. 
._ Epigr. Lib. If 

tifci > — : — " I "^ii 

# Adaatt'rGM^t Biitaiii. Bioflr^ Bri^* 



Ut aiiMORr ojK, 

Anthony Ascham, probably of the saoie family^* 
was horn at Burniston^ in this neighbourhood ; and 
vaspresentedto that living by Edward Vl. Ho' 
published several tracts on astrology, and a book 
entitled « Alyttel lierbalgf the properties of Herbs;^ 

At Newskam^ in this parish, was horn in 164!^ 
the learned Dr, George Hiches. He descended from 
the Hickes's of Nunnington, in Yorkshire, formerly 
a, considerable fitmily; went, to the grammar 
fichool at Northallerton, under Mr Thomas Smelt, 
(when Mr Thomas Rymer, Historiographer Royal^ 
and author of" Foedera," &c, was his school-feUbwJ 
whence he removed to St. John's College, Oxford, 
In 1683 he was made Dean of Worcester, ^f which 
he was deprived at the Revolution for refusing the. 
oaths. King James had made him suQragan Bi^^hop 
pf Thetford : He wrote several theological treatises 
and sermons, close and argumentative, and fuU 
of excellent learning yifM applied; but his chief 
works are, ^^ Lingutarum vet^rum Septentrionalium 
Thesausus, fol;^' and *^ Gramnatica Anglo- iSa^« 
#nica, et Mceso-Gothica," 4to. He died in 1715.t 

John Hicke^j brother of the above, educated 
at Trinity College, Dublin, was first Minister of 
Stoke Damarel, Devonshire ; which living being in < 

^ ■ ^'«ti . '' I ■ I I I ■'■ ■ III! n i l ! 

♦ Biog. Dist. . t Bipg. P|€tt ...I 



ihe gift of th* croWh, he was obliged to qtiit at 
the Restoration ^ t^hen he removed to Saltash, ill 
Cornwall, where he was ejected by the Act of 
tJnifdrmity, in 1662. He was a leafned and piotti 
hiaii, bat wanting in discretion. This may account 
for his. unhappily being drawn in to join the Dtik^ 
bf Monmouth's Army^ in 1685, which brdught him 
to a tragical end. With a multitude of others^ he 
suffered death at the Bloody Assizes in Judg;^ 
Jefferies's ^^ campaign'' in the West, as the King 
Was pleased to call it. He published a pamphlet^ 
^entitled, '^ A sad Narrative of the Oppression of 
many honest People in Devon, &c." and "A 
Discourse of the Excellency of the heavenly Sub* 
stance." He drew up an interesting narrative df 
bis whole conduct respecting the affair which prov* 
ed so fetal to him ; which, with a speech which h^ 
delivered at the time of his execution, may be seen 
at length in Turner's <^ History of Remarkable 
Providences," ch. 143»* • 

The Church of Kirby Wiske and its dependent 
chapels, wefe granted by William de Kirby, to the 
priory of Guisborough ; but were afterwards given 
up for some lands at Alesby, in Lincolnshire.f 
The church is ancient and handsome, but possesses 
|io very remarkable objects of attention, sav^ .9 



♦ Noncoiif. Mem. 

♦ Towig'if Wkitby, 
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MoVh (hthk O^iQfy w the Nortb WaH ef^lhf 
^fjhj^ci^i 4>v^r % ^omb wUbout effigy c«r ipscriptioii* 
A IW^^W ^9^ ^^^ ^ta^8.gtacej^le opposite side. 
«TJ^ i^mf pf ^ bfiildiiig was remw^d io the yj^xt 
j^lJ, iffl^^p SOice new windows were inserted io the 
^putfi Aif^h' The iast/ofihe architect lowered the 
fypi jf^iodow, fk^d takiog off ihie mullipr^s and tho 
«Pi9tMii ^fieh, left it a strange s.qijwe hole rajtXcr 
^ati A window. There are yet some escutcheont 
^ paintedgjass in, thi.s 

^ Wji^ wyadowe ywrpvghjt ywrUt^B fjpj thijtj^j 
Shynea with ehap^en shal^es to shewen aboute/* 

4*he elock is reported to have come from the castte 
of fiir&<^^nburgfa. ThjS North Dooi* is a venerable 
temain of antjique avcbitecture ; apparently mor^ 
Ancient |ban the door of either Sowerby or Tfaoni'ii 
ton<<la-iStceet ^Ghiirohes, which we have be^re no« 
ticed. The shafts of the coliimns.haye b^en remoTed^ 
but their capitals remain, with the curiously carved 
mrcb, in ^tbe Saxon stile. 

* Different antiquities have sometimes been dis<d 
covered in ^he neighbpiirhood .of K^rby. Soip^ 
labour^ip cutting a drain throyg;h some embank* 
ments, resembling the foundations of an extensivO 
b uil di ng) or a iloman - Encampment, laid bare a 
pavement 6f some sort] w|^/oji hj^i ^M since J^^ 
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^kitroyedy and of which /the villa^'erd can give no 
iiiteUif ible account. A silver handled weapon, w ith 
vome^ineiaBt coins, were also discovered. 

The. Rev. William Leapor, M. A., rector of Kirby 
Wiskei published a sermon, " On the Licentious- 
ness of the Tongue," in 1764. 

JftaACKCNBURGH, ou the opposite bank of the 
Wiske, was anciently a castle belonging to the 
fiimily of Lascelles. Camden notices it as ^^ Bra* 
kenbak', belonging to the truly ancient and famous . 
ikmily of Z/OJTce/fe^. 

Roger de. Lascelles was summoned to parliament 
amongst the barons, in the 22 Edward L and 
following year. 

The castle has disappeared. Till the erection 
of the present farm hofise, which occupies its site, a 
good room yet remained ; but which modern im" 
provemenis have destroyed. Thus, in the words of 
Sir Thomas Browne, ^^ Time antiquates antiquities, 
and hath an art to make dust of all things." 

SioN-HiLL is in this parish. 

Haifa mile to the W. of Kirby Wiske, stands 
Dannoty Hall, formerly the residence of a man of 
that name, who is said to have been a counterfeiter 
of the current coin of the realm. He' is said to have 
had apartments in this house, fitted up in a yerjf 

X 



US mir^nr 6* 

secret manner, which enabled him to cariry ptk t^ 
unlawful trade to a great ejfctent. A man of th^ 
name ofBudby, who married his daughter, was eon^ 
cerned with him in the above ptactices^ A dispute 
arising between them, as it is thought about tlieif 
Concerns, and Busby being desirous of carrying 
on the whole of the trade by himself^ murdered 
his father-inJaw j for which he was tried^ and 
condemned, and hung in chains, near Carlton^ and 
the place is called Busbt/ Stoop to this day. 

It must have occtirfed to the thotrght of mnnf 
of our readers, that our History has' exhibited 
several instances of persons in different ranks of 
society, whose lives were terminated in a tragical 
ma Lner— nobles and plebeians, ecclesmstics and 
laymen. The last of these instances has been the 
worst. Our researches seem to hatd " Mien upon 
evil days." It is seme consolation, however, to 
recollect, that these are Che- records of centuries and 
times long since past and gone. We are not asooAg' 
those, who think that the pr)^ent tinles are worse 
than the past. While there is still occasion enougb 
for improvement in the state of public morals, w^ 
believe that a great amelioration has taken pliaee. 
The cessation of civil war, the religious toleration 
introduced into' our laws, and particularly the 
influence of religious instruction among the lower 
y,ank8 of life, may be considered as some of th# 
means of prodaeing sueb beneficial effeets# 
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LEEUING LANE, 



,4he aniSientRomftn Military Road, 4talled Fia 
MidetUBj passes about 7|inile8 to the W. of Thirsk. 
Dr. Stukelj supposes this road to have received 
its latest repairs from the Empress Helena, while 
she remaiped in Britain as her son's substitute, and 
that it thus derived its name, ViaMeleneanay since 
eorrupted into Leeming Lane. The Dr. further 
observes, that this was part of the Herman-Street^ 
leading to Inverness, in Scotlabd. 

* 
Mr Drake, the historian of York, published an 
account of all the Roman Roads in Yorkshire, 

The public roads of the Romans, like most of 
their works, were eonstructedon a g^and scale* We 
may suppose the roads they made in Britain, were 
similar to those constructed in Italy. The Via 
Appia was. a wonderAil winrk. It is computed to 
have been 350 miles in length. Bishop Burnet,* 
who had travelled upon a part of it» between Rome 
und Naples, says in his Iietters, that <^ it is twelve 
feet broad; idl made of huge stones, most of 
them blue ; and they are generally a foot and a half 

■» i n .1 11 " I I I ' " i ■ I J i .L 1, 1 . ,1 ■■ > » 

* 6lirne^ Let* IV* Kennett's Roia* Anti^. p. 59, 
T % 
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large on all sides: that though it has lasted above 
ISOO years, yet in most places, it is for several milesr 
together a^ entire as when it was first made." 

Here, we close our ext^ursions, as the Roman 
Poet and Traveller closed the first part of his 
Descriptive Tour^ and on this celebrated RomaA 
Koad:— - 

Hoc ITER ignayi dlvisimus, altius ac'nos 
' iPnecinctis, unum : ninus est gravis Ami. tardi^. 




APPENDIX, 

No. I. ' 



FROM a record' now in the possession of Joha 
Bell, Esq. Lord of the Manor of Thirsk. 



An account of such who have been, severally, 
owners of je Manors or Lordships, and demolished 
Castles of Thirske, and Kirbj Malzert in Com. 
Ebor. since ye Conquest. 

These Lordships were as may be presumed 
given by the Conquerour to Gilbert Bishopp of 
Constance, who for his service done to the Con* 
querour in that signal battaiU against Harold was 
afterwards allso made Earle of Northumberland ; 
but ye same Earle dying about ye beginning of 
Willm. Kufus reigne ; his possessions together with 
his title were by the same King, conferred upon 
Robert de Molbrav, Sonn of Roger de Molbray 
who came in with the Conquerour, which Robert in 
bis rebellion against King Willm.' in endeavouring 
to adf ance his Aun4:'s 8onn ye Earle of Albemarle 
to ye Crowne forfeited all his lands and dignity to 
je King, which remained in the Crowne, untill 
about ye beginning of Hen. I, who gave the same 
toNigole de Albinij younger brother of Wm. d% 



t^Q APPENDIX. 

Albini £arle Arundell and Cossoo (Cousiii) by hUi 
Mother to yee said Earle Molbraj as beiog 8ona 
of Molbraj, who was Sister of Uoger de Molbrajr 
fiatber of ye said Robert de Molbray. 

To which said Kigole Albini succeeded Roger 
bis Eldest Sonn, to his flhtber's lands and dig- 
nities and bj K* H. speciall cominaud, for the rea- 
sons aforesaid did assume th^ name of Moubray. 
This Roger about ye 20th of H. S. sided with tb^ 
Prince to set him up King in his father's life time| 
butt having his Castles of Oxholme and Malli^ard 
besieged and taken by tbe Bpp. of |jincoln (ye 
King's base Soon) he hasted to ye King then at 
^Northampton and surrendered bis bastie of Thirs^ 
und thereupon had his pardon granti^d^ which saia 
Castles of Thirsk and Kirby MabMSard ye Ki^ 
voone after caused tp be demolished. This Roger 
nbout 1143 founded ye Abbey of Ryland. and in 
114d the Priory of Newbrougn, iu Com. Cbor. und 
gave to the Abbey of (Tountaios all firt^mley and 
r^etherdale, and all his lands between P^tely Gat9 
mid^^wdpn. . He was twice at Hyrusalem. 
' Ta this Roger succeeded !Nigoll bis Eldest Sonoj 
who died about 3 R. 1. 

To whom succeeded Wm. his eldest Soun. This 
Wm. was one of the Barous whp took up ye armea 
ugst King John for the confirmations of the King« 
dam's Liberty. He founded a Cbappele at TUrske; 
and also a Chantry therein, and dedicated the same 
to St. Nycholas, and agreed with ye liloqkes of 
Newbrough that although it was not a parochial] 
Church, yette ye Beles shd be rung nt ye Celebra* 
tiou of Mass there whensoever be or any of hi« 

guris should be pre^nt, abd on ye ffestival of J^t* 
icholas and ye Obittsof his Ancestors. AQdb^ 
died about yQ 7ofU.3|aad iirft9 buried at Mei^ 
brought 



¥o ikh Wm. succeeded l^igole his ddesf SdUtt 
ind die^ without JsSue ye ISth of Hen. 3. 

To whom sueeeedifd Rdger his SrotheriUid hfeifd 
who died je 51st of (I. 3 leavipg Jssue : 
' ftoger his ddest Sonn who sueceeded hiEil ifi \ik 
Lands and dignitys : This Roger about ye 10th of 
Ed. 1 entailed all hiis lands and Lordships in.Cbm. 
£bor. upon himself and heires of his bodye and foi* 
want of sure Jssue upon Henf*y de Lacy Eark 6( 
Lin^olne and his heirs i and died at Gaunt about y6 
fifitik ild* hy and wag buried at ye Abbey of fibun<* 
tiins leaving Jssue: 

John his Eldest Sonn aind h«ire to his fyiihft'i - 
lands and dignityes^ who for his rebellion against 
ye King in siding against ye Sponsors^ was iti yd 
battle at Bobroubridge, about, yif l4thof Ed. % 
taken and hanged at Yorke and his lands seited 
into Ve King's hands. This John left Jssue John ^ 
bis Eldest Soon Whom in ye 1st Ed. S^ had livery ot \ 5 ^ ^ 
all his lands, and died of ye plague at Yorke abottt 
ye 35 Ed. 3, leaving Jssue : 

John his Eldest Sonn arid heire who Was slaind 
liigh Constantinople in his passage to ye tlolf 
Land about ye 4S of Ed. 3, leaving Jssu^ : 

John his Boldest Sonn and heire Who at y^ dord^ 
iiacion of R. 3, was made EaHe of Notingham ; buf 
died soon aftet* (viz.) about jre 4 of R. 2 Without 
^ssuc, leaving his younger Brother Thomas to sui!' 
ceed him in his Lands and Dignitys,* and soon^ aftei*. 
he was mad^ Ld. Marshall of England^ by rcasoii 
of his being great Grandchild and heire to ThoSf 
of Bothereton, second Son of Ed. 1, (who was Earid 
of Norfolk and Earle Marshall of England,) vetf 
Sonn and heire of John ye 3, by £!liisaibeth his^ Wife^ 
who was daughter and heir to John Ld. Segi*ave b)p 
llargarett bid Wife^ who was sole heire Mfn 8K^ 
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Thomis^of Brbthertdfi. /Phis Thomas wa« an««> 
about ye 2D of K. 2, created Duke of Norfolk, Tett 
ufterwarda hafiislie^, during his Mfe^ and di^d of ye 
pestilence at Venipe about ye I H. 4, leaving J sstie 
2 Sonnes, Thoiiias and. John, and § dau^ht«rs, 
Issabell married to Sir James Berkley and Marga«- 
rett married to Sir Robert Ho\f ard. 

Thomas succeeded his ffathi«f and died without 
Jpsue abb'ut ye 6tli of H.- 4, beingr beheaded at 
Yorke for his siding ^ith Richard Scroope Arch- 
bishopp of 'Yorke; agst ye.K-ing and left John his 
brother to sncceed him, who about ye 14 H. 4, 
upon proof'of his age- had JJAcry of all his lands and 
was restored to his ffathef's dignityes by H. 5, and 
died aboqt ye 14' H. 6, leaving '. 

John his ^onn and heir to inherit all his lands and 
dignitys, who dying about ye 17 of Ed. 4, left Jssue 
onlv one d;iugb(er, who was married to Rd. Duke 
ofYonke, 2nd Spnn of King Edward 4, but dying 
without Js&ue all th^se and,other his great posses- 
sions descended to ye heires of y^ said Margarett 
and Issabell daijijhters of.Tiiomas de Mowbray first 
Duke of Norfoike, arid, upoij extinction thereof, ye 
^bovesaid Lordshipps of Thref^ke, andKirby Mala« 
zard amohgst other lands^ fell to ye parte of Wra. 
Marquess of Burkiey as'Sonn and heir of ye above- 
mentioned Issabell, which William was afterward 
created Earle ofi-Northampton and about ye 4 of 
Hen. 7, being likely to have no Jssue of his ownr 
bodye, gave not only divers lands and roannors to 
Sir Wnfl. Stanuly Ld. Cham berlayne of ye King's 
Household, but allsb to Thomas Stanley Earle of 
Darby yemahnor^of DonningtonThwHit^s Threske, 
Hoovingham, Kirby Miilazard and Burton in Lons- 
dale in (Com. Ebor. arid ye roannors of Wenge Se-' 
grave in Pen. and Marlow in Comm. Buck.^ ye( 
maniBor lof Denger in Com. Essex Egsworih^ 



i 



"ll^Itbii^ * Acl in' Chfhra. Lincoln;' Allspath in 
Mofed^Hin CJom. War. Slagham in Com. Sussex, 
ifec'tahold toyVsiiid Earle and heires of his body. 
This Eafle died about ye rtionth of October i50l, 
19th *H/7, and li^s buried in ye Priory of Burs* 
■oUgh nigh Latham, in Com. Lancas.* ' 



No. IL 
CHARTER OF BYLAND ABBEY. 



, CHARLES, by the Grace of God, of England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of 
the Fatth, &c. &c. 

To all to whom these pres^ent letters shall come— - 
Greeting. We have seen these Letters Patent of 
our Lord, Henry the Second, late King of Eno^land, 
our Ancestors made in those' words. HENRY, 
by the Grace of God, King of EagIan<J, Duke of 
Jiormandy and Aquistane, Earl of Ang. To* oup 
Archbishops, Abbots and Deacons, Deans, Earls, 
Burrons, Justices, Sheriflfe, Ministers, Mayors of 
Cities, Boroughs and Sea Ports, and to all our Sub-? 
jfects of England and Normandy— Greeting. Knowr 

: * Thetnas of Brotherton, son of Edward I. mentioned" 
ipthd above interesting document, Avas so called from thei 
irJlliage of Brotherton, in the West llidiog of YarksHire; 
where Margaret, wife of King Edward I. was obliged ten 
s^P; when huutiog, and was there delivered of a son, tif-. 
t^rwards named Thomas de BrptUerton ; he Wfes horq 
June 1, 1300. Not far from* tiie church is a piece of 
ground, surrounded by a wall and a trench, .wheuQ, aa 
traditipn says, stood the house where the ^tteei}^|oo^ 
^ he^, abode^-*-Xorkshire Gaa^etteerj 



you tftat live Abbey of Bvland,. B0i iJmA^MM 
tbe same Ahbi!y) and the Mpiiks and tb^se Qr^hc^^ 
serving God iherei», and tb^ Ifind and t^im^anenlsir 
men ,and possessions^ and aU the tbingf 1^eQ)fi|^, 
np^ed of the 9aid Abbey, in ray hand^; c|fttoii^,|tH4 
protection; wherefore I wiU find tttalj tSoiiuvaildU 
that as to the Abbot and Monk^ aiorenamed of the 
said Abbey, may hold and enjoy all the lands and 
tenuries, tenements and things, and possessions, , 
i\hich are as \vell in Churches as in Law roattersy 
well and in peace, freely, absolutely and quietly, 
wholely, fully and honourably, in woods, grounds 
and levels, in ^ecidows liiid in pa6tiitia|pe^^Tft lands 
and waters, in vintages and fisheries, in marshes 
and forests, in pools and mills, in tofts and crofts, 
iA : ways aftd bed|^§^ and iH all oth^ cttaenneiits, 
liberties a«ld free cBstoms ; and th«t they may be 
acquitted, as well their Heirs and . ^errants, ill 
cities, in boroughs, in market^ in fiurs, wber^soetrer 
they shall be ; and I will^ that they shall have frefS 
liberty in their passage of bridges and seapcHrtSy ioK 
ill places ttulougbout flngland. and Nornuiady, ap4 
ihroagb all my e^ates^ of and from ; to aaye fre# 
passage throngh all lollage, bridge tpU, footagV 
or libertj, and horses, carts or carriages of all sorti 
io pass through any forest : Liberty to keep and 
hnnt with greyhounds and bounds; all Uaae-ffettr 
shield money, thy de money or tribote ^n apis bido^ 
of land, trioute for lands in tillage, l^hearilF courts, 
assizes, pleas, complainis^ s^aoHnOBsesyfeaorAi, sail 
or service -at the cqunty wapontake, and tithitlff^ 
and of all oim* common a^siaes of the fmialty wfaidi 
to murderers and fugitives belong, as waH as froai 
dr of the aids of the i»faeri& aiid his baiHfi, iuid 
6f all things tbefrelo belonging^ and all other aida 
aftd esioonrts, and of waiids, wa^^es, and pleas of tbor, 
ibrest, and from servitudes and exactions secular^ 
Also I grant diat thev, the said MoViks or their^ 
saccessor^ may have lib^y of tbdr aoprts of atf\ 



4lietr lands nnA tenements with sorcage, and iesto-' 
vers, and stallage, and insang, of these to wit : alt 
privilege of some Lcfd? to pass judgment of theft 
^mtnitted bj their ^i^erratits within their own Ju- 
ifsdiction, and outsang thefc, to wit: a priviiegt' 
enabling a Lord to bring to trial in his own count/ 
per sopi^ tiving within his own Fee, that is appre<« 
nended for f^ony in anjr other place ; and ail torfi- 
tores of and concerning land and ail their appur- 
tenances wheresoever the same shall be, either in 
Uf> QO^rt or any other: And with prohibition 
concerning any man of theirs which they shall 
Implead w answer, unless before Me or my Chief 
^^sjticie: And th.at none of the aforesaid Abbots 
or'Monfks or their lands and possessions or their 
men, against this Charter of their liberty, may bo 
aggrieved, vexed, or' disturbed under the penalty 
4n Ten Pounds. ALL these 1 grant and confirm 
<ilitothem forever, AH Alms ^o& the 8oul i)F 
KiKO Hevrt, MT Geandfatueb, and fom 
TiiB SALVATION OF MY SOUL, amd o». 
At/Ci kr PaBHECfissoas and SuccBiisoas.— 4 
WiTNtss. Rithard of Wimbest&r^ J^S^lf 9f 
JBljfy John of Norwich^ Bishops Walter of Conr- 
Hanccy Master John Commain^ Richard of Lare^ 
Sir Ralph Ranoldt of Courtney y W. humkt/^ 
imd Thomas Bass^^ at Westminster: also the 
Xietlers Piotent aforesaid, and ail and every thing 
eofitained, have ratified and confirmed for 11s, our 
Itfeirs and successors, as in us laj^eth^ and the same 
we accept and approve, and to our beloved and 
Hmty 8ir Edwarcl Walton, now tenant of the afore*' 
sii;id Monastery or Abbey of By land, and to his 
heirs 1 ratify and confirm, and as the atoremen- 
tiofied Letters Patent to iae reasonably witness 
t6 «be made Patent; Witness ourselves at West- 
miiKter, ovejr JB^gfamd, Scotland;^ France and 

U 1 
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No. III. 



UURIAL GAKMNDS, IN TOPGLIFF 
CHURCH. 

" The Tirsjins to thy tomb will garlands bear 

Of flow'is, and with eacb flow'r let fall a tear.** * 

The following Extract from the Gentleman'^ 
lVfag;aziiie, tor June, 1747, may explain the naturd 
and intention of these ancient memorials* 



*' In this nation (as well as others) by the abun- 
dant zeal of our ancestors, virginity was held in 
great estimation ; insomuch ttiat those uho died in 
that state were rewarded at their des^ths^ witl^ a 
garland or crown on theit*. heads, denoting their 
triumphant victory over the inclinations of nature. 
These garlands were curiously wrought in fillagree 
work with gold and silvor wire^ in resemblance 
of myrtle,, whose leaves. were fastened to hoops 
of larger wire of iron. Resides these crowns, the 
ancients bad also their, depository garlands, the use 
of which were continued even till of Jate yearS) 
(and perhaps may still be, retained in some parts 
of the kint^dom) which garlands, at the funerals 
of the deceased, were carried, solemnly before the 
corpse . by two maids, and aft$r)vards hung up in 
some conspicuous place, within th^ phurch, in me- 
morial ot the departed person,. and w^re generally, 
made after, the toUowing panner.:-"the lower rim. 
#1: circle was a broad hoop of wood, whereunto w^Uii, 



fixed, at ih<!sk1e{; thereof, partoE two other hoops 
crosBinsr each other at tiie top, at ri«;ht aDi»:Ies^ 
which formed the upper part^ being about one-third 
lon«;er than the width; ^hese hoops -were wholly 
covered with artificial flowers of p^per, djed horn, 
or silk^ and ifiore or less beauteous, accord in *r to 
the skill or ingenuity' of the performer. In the 
vacaoc}' ot .the inside^ from the top, hung white 
paper, cut in form of glo\es, whereon was written 
.the deceased's name, age, <&c. together with long 
«lips.of various coloured paper^.orribons. These 
were many times intermixed with gilded. or painted 
eroptj .«iiell6 of blown eggs, as farther ornaments ; 
or, it roa^ be^ as emblems ot the bubbles or bitterr 
nesa of this life^ whilst other garlands had qnljr a 
solitary faour-^glass hanging therein,.as.a more.sig? 
nificaut emblem of mortality. In many churches 
thebo .garlands have l)een taken down by order. ot* 
the minister and churchwardens, being considered 
as unsuitable decorations tor so sacred a place as 
the ehurch/' 

". In addition to the above extract, it may be re* 
.marked,. thiit we. meet with the custom of garlands 
at funeral^ among the ancient Greeks and llomatis. 
.'V'^ll^y^.b^stowexi a garland upon the dead,", says 
Suidas, " as upon victors,. who had run tlie racQ, or 
fought it out*" They ireouently occur in the poets. 
Thus in Propertiusy Lib. o: Eleg. 16. 

•.•.-^— — -- sertUque.sepulchmm 
Ornabit,. castes ad mea busta ^ed^ns. . . 

Tibulhis, Lib. 2. Eleg. 4. 

— — -— Tcteres^yeneratus amoresy 

Annua constructo serta dabit tumult. 

«- fiesides these garlands, they strowed loose flow- , 
#r8 s^bout the monumient : 



las A#p««iHic» 

••••^— «... man^ttsdatelilUfieiiirt 
Puip«x»»s spacg&m flores ; animftiiiqiije «ep<>ii# 
bis saltern acciuauLem donls, et fiuigar inani 
Munere. Mn. 6* / 

Handful of lilies and of roies bring, 
With all the fragrant treasures of the Bpriag^j 
At least such offerings to his soul 1 owe. 
With beary heart such empty presents throw* 

It was a practice of high ^tiquity in the Eaii^ 
to plant herbs and flowers about the graves of tha 
dead. In modern times, the women in Egypt^ 
according to MaiUet,* . go, at least two days in tno 
week, to pray and weep at the sepukhres of the 
dead ; aodT the custom then is, to tnrow upon the 
tombs, a sort of herb, which the Arabs call rtMf8,and 
which is our sti>eet basil* They cover them also 
with the leaves of the palm-tree. Myrtle is also 
made use of to adorn the tombs. 

At the present day, there exists in Wales th# 
custom of dressing graves with flowers, weekly ; 
w)iieh exhibits scenes of the most tender uid inter* 
ostiog kind. - The following lines are from -a poem, 
eotitled, '' Pious Memory, occasioned by seeing the 
graves dressed with flowers, in Wales/' fr^]w ibe 
pea of the unfiNTtuoate Dr. Dodd ^•^ 

O 'tis delicious to maufp^jtaUi 

Of friends . deceas'4 a due respect t 

Then bring oie flow'rets, bring me greens. 
Straight shall niy parent's f^ve. be dedt'dj 

And many a friend% whom fcithfpl .la^ 
Still keeps alive within my breast, 

Luxuriously sad, PU see 
With choicest garlands, weekly dvest. 

♦ I^tt. X. p.Wf 



ItappeomlhmilMOetaviasof Mh^ Felix# 
an eoHiieot Cbrisiiati Apolo^t of the third dentury^ 
liiat the primkiye Christians refbsed to sjnbolt^if 
with the Heathen, as in other customs, so in that 
of phcing garlands upon sepnlchrefs^ in honour of 
the dead. Ceronof etiam sepmekrb denegathy ^* jma 
refuse garlands to the sepulchres," sajs the Pbgail 
to the Christian^ in the interesting diaWue to 
which we refer. Miiiutiiis, translatad t^ Keeve^ 



Ko. IV. 

We insert the fellowiag biographical sketch of ft 
respectable^ though rather singular, Lady^ wha 
formerly resided m some time at Thirsk, and welt 
ramembered by many ; froai the entertaining pen o( 
W. Button, t. A. 8. S. ki his « Trip to Coatham,^ 
$yo. 1810. 



Mrs Margaret Wharton watt^ll, tWti, andUyed 
to about ninety-one. 8h^ was satd to hafye beett 
possessed of £300,000. She had some ihoffensiyd 
oddities, but more excellencies. She modis ai pre- 
sent to h^r nephew of one hundred thousand; mm 
act of generosity practiced by few . — 

She dtose to be her own catetier. Putenasfng^ 
aone eela,' she put them in her pocket, entered her 
oMtbf and erileil npon at lady to take her an iitin^ 
Xhe nrwmdi^ Ihai b^ teyiytng th^ condessa^ 



priso'nei^, * one of ihm\i totok the* libwdfcy-of cw^epfeff 
put for a little air, being deprived of water. The 
friend cried oiit, in horror, *' MudAul ! ^roirbave^aa 
adder creeping about you!' . Coachmanvstop, stop^ 
let me get out."— " You need not.be trii^bteoed, 
madam," she said cdoUy : ^' i protest one of my 
eels is alive!" 

Though she resided in 'York, she visited Scar- 
borough in the season ; and frequently sending for 
a pennyworth of stawberries and a pennyworth of 
cream for supper, the people conferred upon her 
the name of Peg Pennyworth, whicli never forsook 
her, 

Her charities were boundless, but always pri-! 
Tate; nothing hurt h^^so much as to have them 
divulged. If any did proclaim them, she withdrew 
her benevolence; and nothing pleased her more 
than to be deemed rich. 

' An incident occurred, in which she displayed 
her ayersipn to public charity. Some gentlemen 
soliciting her favour, whom she could scarcely 
tfeny, (about the year 1774, when light guiiieas 
were in disgrace,) she pulled out a number of gui- 
neas, and, repeatedlj turning them ovei^, selected 
one of the lightest. This produced a few winks 
and smiles ; but the matter did not rest here. The 
celebrated Foaiey o( comic memory,' laid hold of the 
incidept, and drew her character in a farce, under 
the name of Peg Pennyworth; 

When she was informed of this circumstance, she 
•xclaimfed, with a smile, " I will see it acted, as I 
live." She did, and declared w ith joy, " They had 
done her great justice." A gentleman took her 
in his arms. before the whole audience, and cried^ 
"This the greatest fortune in Yorkshire!" which 
^elightpd bef more j ai^d pp dQ^bt ^he would bi 
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0f{Hally delighted, if living, with (lils concise His- 
tory of heir Life. The entertainment over, a cry 
wa«i repeated, " P®?'^ coach." They might have 
called roe Margaret, however, said she. 
' In one of her visits to Scarborough, she, with her 
usual economy, had a family pye for dinner; she 
directed the footman to take it to the bakehouse, 
who rather declined it, as not being his place, dr 
rather, his consequence would suffer. 

She then moved the question to the coachman, 
but found a stronger objection. To save the pride 
of both^ she resolved to take it herself ; and ordered 
one to harness and bring out the carriage, and the 
other to mount behind, and took the pye thus dig* 
nified to the bakehouse ; what pye had ever been so 
honourably conveyed! When baked, coachee was 
ordered to put-td a second time, and the footman to 
mount : and the pye returned in the same honour- 
able state. Now, says she to the coachman, you 
have kept your place, which is to drive; and yours, 
to the footman, which is to m ait. 

A clergyman's wife having kept up a visiting 
connexion in York, the clergyman dying, and leav- 
ing the lady in affluence, she retired to Thirsk , 
with four daughters, and solicited Mrs Wharton to 
pay her a visit. She consented, took her carriage 
and servants. After sotae time, the lady began to 
think the visit rather protracted, particularly as she 
had a iamily of her own to provide for ; but Mrs 
Whartoii thought that treating the young ladies 
with a frequent airing in the carriage was an ample 
recorop^^nce. 

A growinff discontent cannot be smothered. 
Thc» my could neither find a remedy nor complain. 
At length she ventured to hint to. Mr Wharton, 
'* That the pressure was great." " Be silent, 
nmdam/^ said he^ ^' let my aunt have her way* 

X 
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I will pay you two hundred a year during the tifSf' 
of my aunt; and one hundred during your own, 
should you survive her." 

Mrs Wharton ended her days with ,tbi8. lady, 
and I believe the hundred a year is paid to this 

day- . ' 

Mrs Wharton's nephew, mentioned above, is 
John Hall Wharton, Esq. of Skeltou Castle, M. P. 
for Beverley ; who, by the mother's side is said to 
be descended from the witty Dute of Wharton. Hi» 
grandfather^ John Hall Stevenson, Esq of Skelton 
Castle is well known in the literary world, as the 
author of Crozy Tales^ and other pieces. He was 
the intimate friend of Sterne, and his Eugenius^ 
the continuator of his Sentimental Journey, and 
mentioned in several of his letters. He wrote a 
Creek Poem, descriptive of Cleveland ; with an 
English translation. The latter is inserted in, 
Graves's History of Cleveland.* 



No. V. 



TIMBER TREES. 

Extract from Mr John Tuke's Survejr of the 
iiigriculture of the North Riding of Yorkshire, - 



^^ Most people, I think, concur in this point, that 
for the last half century, the wood in this kingdom^ 
has been terribly on the decline. 

» I P * 



♦ Young's ilist. of Whitby, 2. 849. 



APFCKDIX. 163 

^'That gloomy prospect is now become tremen- 
dous, and sufficiently visible to awaken the fears 
of every thinking person. The axe is often heard, 
but the planter is seldom seen.' Let us cast our 
thoughts towards the future support and welfare 
of our navy — our sole' protection !— and we must 
trejnbie at the continual disappearance of pur oak. 
Some speedy method must be adopted to remedy 
this great national evil; or, besides the danger 
fi*om fierce external foes, we must determine to go 
barefoot : we should never ^think of looking to 
foreign countries for a constant supply of oak- bark 
to tan our leather. Let Britain help herself! Each 
nobleman and gentleman should insert, in the 
agreement with his tenants, a clause to compel them 
to plant and protect, in the corner of their fields, 
and upon pieces of waste ground, a certain number 
of good oak, elm, and ash trees, annually. These 
trees should be found by the landlord ; and he 
should enforce the performance of this clause as 
rigidly as the payment of the rent; then will the 
rising generation have cause to bless the wisdom 
and policy of the present age.'* 



No. 71. 



Roger de Mowbray founded no fewer than 
thirty-five Religious nouses, such was the fashion- 
able zeal of those times ; among which was the 
priory of Newburgh, founded in the year 1145. 
The following Charter forms ap interesting Ap- 
pendix to our -History :-"- 

^2 
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The Charter of the Fouadation of the Prioiy 

of Newburgh, translated from the 

Latin of Dugdale. 



To all the Sons of our Holj/ Mother Churchy 

Roger de Molbray sendethe greeting,— -Be it 
known to you that I have given and granted to 
God and the church of St. Mary of Newburgh, 
sind to the Cannons there serving God, the place 
in which their abbey is built, and all the ground 
>vhich lies to the East of Cukewald beyond the 
Vivarium, (the park or pond.) The church of 
St. Mary of Hode with the ground belonging to 
it, and the woodlands on the declivity of the neigh- 
bouring mountains, in the same manner it was 
before held by the Monks of Byland. The cburch 
of Cukewald, . with nine oxgangs* of land arid the^ 
tofts and crofts, in that village, and with .the 
chapels belonging to that church, namely 'the. 
chapel of Kilburn, with one carucale of iand,-gjicl- 
the chnpel of Thurkilby, with thiee oxgangs of 
land and certain tofts and crofts, the chapel of 
Hilton with two oxgangs of land, the church of 
Tresc (Thirsk) with one carucate of land in that 
village and tofts and crofts in the borough, also 
the chappel of St. James with two oxgangs of 
land in the village with two tofts in the borough^ 
also one carucate of land in Tresc, which Bartho- 
lomew Gigator held or occupied, with thQ tofts 
and crofts thereupto belon«;ingw Also I grant to 
them and their tenants who live in the borough^ 



♦ Oxgang of land, as much as one yoke <rf oxen 
can plough in a year. 
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all the liberties and easements which my burgesses 
have in the said borough of bying and selling in 
the matket and'out of the market, without paj^ing 
tool or stallage, one oxgang of land in Tresc, 
heretofore in the possession of William the sou 
of Catellus, which he had in exchange for one 
oxgang of land in Colton and one toft in Tresc, 
near tlie bar towards Kiivington between the 
house of Robert Colier and the house of Humphrey, 
also another toft between the toit of Helias, the 
son of Elwin, and the tofl of William, the sou 
of Robert, also the island of Trcsc, which was the 
property of Richard the Priest, &:c. &c. Also five 
acr^ of land in the teritory of Ragbj, near tba 
road which leads to St. Felix, &;c. &c. And 
whatsoever is reasonably confered bj the Freemen 
of my Fee, I do, by the testimony of this present; 
writing, confirm and appoint to be held and pos« 
sessed by the Church ^iforesaid in perpetual righf^ 
quit of homage, forfeits, foreign sleryice, and all 
other secular service and demands^ well and 
quietly, freely and honourably, as my just and 
If&wftU gift or alms. Those being witness, 

Phillip de Mowbray, my brother 
Kobert de Mowbray,, my brother 
Roger d6 Daiville, my steward 
Hugh Patric 
Roger de Fontibus 
William de Busie 
Robert de Trihamton 
Hugh, the son of WiUiam 
Samson, Clark of Masham • 
Benedict, Clark of the Dean of York 
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No. VII. 



T!XTJ1ACTS FROM DOMES-DAY BOOK.* 

<T&AN6IiATI0N.) 



Manor. In Tresche. Orm had eight carucat«s 
to be taxed. Land to four ploughs. Twenty 
shillings. 

Manor. In Tresche. Tor had twelve^carucatea 
of land to be taxed. There is land for six ploughs. 
Hugh has there ten villaines having two ploughs^ 
and eight acres of meadow. Value in King Ed- 
ward's time four pounds, i)ow ten shillings. 

Perhaps the above ancient oirthographj of Tresche 
may suggest a probable etymology of the name; 
from the British Tre a town, and esk (wiske) a 
river; thatis, a town by theriver. 



♦ This ancient and valuable record is »ow made public 
by order of the House of Lords. It was traascnbed, 
and most aqcuratelj revised through the press by 
Abraham Farley, Esq. It has beea translated by 
the Rev. W. Bawdwen, Vicar of Hootoa-Pagnall^ 
Yorkshire, under the title of ^^ Dom B0C3 a Traaslatioa 
of the Record; called Domesday." 4t». 
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APPEMDIX. 



No. IX 



UPSAIi CASTLE. 



Fuit Iliam, et ingens 
Gloria Teucrorum. Viraf, 



My muse, that loves to dwell in pensive mood, 
On nature's beauteous scenes and prospects fair; 

That sometimes wanders thro' th' embow'ring wood* 
Or climbs the hill to breathe the healthful air. 

Now take thy stand amidst these rnin'd tow'rs, 
Where desolation holds h^r dreary reigu ; 

Where earthly grajid^iir wa^tiT»g time devours,* 
And mouldVing walls proclaim its honours vain. 

Where Upsal's stately -mansion once could boast 
Magnifkence,4ind wealth, and noble fame; 

Where guests illustrious met their generous host, 
Well pleas'd to houour MGWBilAY'S. princely 
name. 

In later days, when civil discord spread 
Thro* all the land its mischiefs and alarms ; 

Then Upsal's lofty towers bow'd their head, 

And conquering time completes the work of armi, 

O Hist'ry 1 what a bloody page is thine ! 

What else but wars and miseries can'st thou boast ! 
If in their laurelM honours conquerors shine, 

What fathers, husbands, brothers, sons, were lost f 



My muse, ihat desolation's waste now sings, . 

O thiuk of scenes, and wariiors, now no more I 
Lnamt the woes tkat citU discord brings, 

And let thy tear Britannia^s lot deplore* 

Soon come the peaceful efa, when no more^ 

Shall war beat out her hateful, deadly spear ; * 

When amity shall join each distant shore. 
And men to men affection shall endear. 

Since earthly grandeur boasts no lasting clate^ 
And ^^ gorgeous palaces,*' thtis ruinM lie ; 

Let me aspfre to seek a nobler state. 
Nor rest in happiness' beneath the sky. 
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ADDENDA- 



Page 18. 

Not many y«arg ago, in one of the Western 
Windows of Upsal Castle, was to be seen cut out 
in relief, in stone, the representation of two persons 
in the aot of raising up a pot or vessel, supposed 
to have a reference to the treasure found at Upsal, 
by which the castle was built. 

Page 2T. 

Our historians have given the names of most of 
he great persons who died at Acre, 12th July, 
1191, under Richard 1. Among them, those which 
are interesting to the English reader, are, Ralph, 
Archdeacon of Colchester, Silvester thei Seneschal 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury, William Earl 
Ferrers, Robert Scrope of Burton, Henry Pigot 
Seneschal of Lord Surrey, Walter Scrope, Mowbray, 
Talbot, and 5t. John. 

Y 2 



17^ ADDENDA. 

Pa^e 37. 
Half a dozen copper coins, were harrowed up, oa 
the West side of the Watch Tower Mount, neaF 
{SowerbjTj about iO jj^ears ago. 

Page 43. 
About the year 1673, Sir Thomas Ingram, Knight, 
was one of the members in parliament for the bor* 
qngh of Thirsk. Possibly Ingramgatc may have 
obtained its name from that gentleman, or some of 
^is fattiily. 

Page 54. 
From a similar iriscription in Havant church, 
Hants, given in the Gehtleman's Magaisine, April 
1795, we have been enabled to cortiplete two of the 
ipiperfect lines, which' are a sort of Mbnkis^ 
rhymes : ....;' 

Es testis X'te q*d noh jacct hie lapis este, 
Corpus ut oroetur, sed mor§ utpraemeditetur. 

Page, "7. . 
^*,Thrusk, a small borough town, which electeth 
Parliament Men, where there was once a most 
strong castle, bath a little market on Monday8| 
and is at present of some note for its good aleJ'*"r 
^loome's Britannia^ 1673. 

Page '9S. 
In the mptio, AmorenimoSy the painter whd 
executed the hatchment seems to have omitted » 
fetter : perhaps the latter ^ord should be animpsi. 



Poge 105. 
After the year 1326, Sir Thomas de ColeviJle, 
Lord of Cukewold, Jone wife of John de Mowbray, 
William son of Hugh de MalHbiSJte, Guido d« 
Halebeck, Henry de Moutfort, William de Pley- 
dun, and Roger de Maltby, were all intcurred at 
Byland Abbey* Peter de Richh^l, Chaplain, by 
will proved 1359, was burJed before the altar o^ 
St. Mary. William Triplady, by will proved 
1426, was buried in the G^liilee* of St. MaryV 
Abbey of Byland. 

Page lOS. 
Among the gentlemen of fortune, who amuse 
themselves by an occasioni^l application to the 
mechaaical arts, we are pleiased to find the name 
ef Sir Thomas Frankland; whdse ingenuity has 
not only afforded a rational and pleasunt.rela:(- 
ation to himself, but has been productive of a 
cjiscovery useful to the public. In the " Repertory 
of Arts and Manufactures/' vol. V* we fiud an 
ingenious paper entitled, " 0« Welding Cast Stkek 
By Sir Thomas Frankland, Bart. F. R. S. Frooi 
the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society 
pf London.^ 



* Sic, in two MS. copies. Perhaps gallery may be 
intended. The gallery of an abbey was very different 
from the gallery ti a nHodern parish church. The word 
^as fewerly applied to the *' part of a buildiog made 
further than the rc5t ef the heiue/' a sert of pprtice* 



}7<& ADDENDA. 

Page US. 
<«The Life of King David I. written bjr Aired, 
Abbot of Rievaulk/' is now preserved in manu^, 
f cript, among the Harleian MSS. Gent. Mag. 

Page 115. 
Another form of the proverb omits the latter 
:vrords " to seek Old Byland," which perhaps ma/ 
^ more proper. 

Page 181. 
Th^ more ancient name of Felixkirk was simpljr 
that of St. Felix, on account of the church being 
^dicated to that saint, as the present name im- 
plies* 

Page 123. , 
St. John^s Motlht is the seat of the Rev. Heneeg# 
Elsley. 

Page 126. 
Dr. Bfamhall, Archbishop of Armagh, an emi- 
nent prelate, was once Rector of South Kilvingion. 
He was bom at Pontefract, and died in 1663* 

Page 131. 
New Building in its present state retains » 
jpart of the more ancient mansion, particttlarly* a 
lofty tower. The late Francis Smyth, Esq. F. A. S. 
had collected an extensive and valuable library, 
posseBsing eon^e rare specimens of early typogra- 
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ADDENDA. 



175 



phy, and historical prints ;. with some curious 
antiquities ; among which are, a kuitting-shtetli 
of Queen Elizabeth : it is of steel, heart-shaped, 
about two inches in length ; with the royal arm^y 
and initials E« 11. 1581 — a strong Ibck and key, 
of singular construction, which once belonged to 
a neighbouring abbey — a brazen dish, about two 
feet in diameter, embossed in the centre, with an 
inscription in Saxon Capitals — ancient armour, &c. 
JT^w Building was once the property aijd residence 
of Sir Thomas Rokeby, Knight, a Justice in the 
Court of King's Bench, and an ancestor of the 
present family, who have in their possession an 
original painting of the Judge in his robes of office. 
Besides his professional talents, his Lordship was 
eminent for the piety of his sentiments and cha- 
racter, as appears from some valuable manuscripts 
left behind him. 

Page U3.\ 
The peculiarly affecting casis of Lady Alicia 
Lisle, may be known to some of our readers. She 
was tried in 1685, by Judge JeSeries, for concealing 
in her house Mr« John Hickes, and another person, 
adherents of the Duke of Monmouth. The jury 
thrice returned not guilty, but Jefieries by threats 
and scnrrility obliged the jury to find her guilty. 
She was. sentenced to be burned^ but in respect of 
ker rank, she was beheaded at Winchester, univer. 
•ally pitied«'^«'a venerable widow, more than seventy 
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Crosses • • • 81 

Curfeu Bell 50 

Curiosilies, natural • . 69 
Church Lfviogs, &c« . 1.67 
Dan Doty- Hall . • • • 145 
Domesday Book • • • 166 
Edgar the Peaceable • 11 
Elm-Tree, ancient . . 45 
Encampment, ancient • 6& 
Espec, Walter Le . 18, 1 12 

Felixkirk 121 

Fountain's Abbey .... 49 

Flood, remarkable .... 41 

Font, at KilYington . . 125 

from Hood ••• • 117 

Fossils 70 

Franklaiid, Sir T. 107, 173 
Garlands, burial .... 1 56 

Geese 73 

Gormire, lake 118 

Granite 71,129 

Graves, position of • •• . 63 
Green,, St. James's . . , • 44 

Gryphite^ 4.... ^(i 

HambletoD A Hills .%.«.' 17 
Harrison, William .. 123 

Henry II 1 

Hickes, Dr. Georgo . . 142 

John 142 

Hill, Matthew 64 

Hinderskell Castle .?... 2C 
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Hospital, Bagby .... ill 
Inscriptions, monumental 64 
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Pag-e 
Kilvington, South .... 12'4 

KirbyKnowte 132 

Wiske 140 

Knight Templar 122 

Lady- Well ...... 66 

Lascelles, Christopher 80 

Leake 133 

Leeming Lane 147 

Letter, curious ...... 90 

Lisle, Lady 175 

Longevity 44 

iVIagnus, Thomas .... 9i 

Maiden-bower 86 

Manor of Thtrsk^ Lords 
of .......... 39,149 

Mineral Water 69 

Monasteries, abolished 104 

Mountgrace Abbey .. 136 

Mount St. John .... 123 

Mowbray, Roger de .. 14 

16,21,27 

family of 31, 149 

' death of .. 106 

disinterred .. 29 

106 

Robert de . . . 12 

John de 23,33,35 

Vale of 12P 

Nayigation, Thirsk ... 42 

Nevison-Hall 1 30 

New Building .. 131,174 

New6u'>iJ> Aj^bey .... 102 

Charter of . 163 

William de 102 

Nighting;^1e9 72 



IHC, JHS 96 



Johnson, Dr. 



37,67 



on Bells 4f^ 134 Norby ..... 65 



Northum. Household B. 84 
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Jordan of Ec^land .. seJOctagonal Font* ..60,121^ 
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itiPMTi SylAiid • • • • 103 Benefactions 
FooDtaio^s 
Mx>nntgrace 
Newbnrgh , 
RieTalx • , 

Acre, siege of 27 

Agincourt, battle of . 34 
Alnetto, Robert de . 
Albani, Nigil de • • 
Architecture, Gothic . 

134, 141 
Norman 114, 138 
Saion . • 80, 106 



2 • . • 6a 
49 Benefit Clabs • • • « • 7d 

136 Birdforth 0^ 

102 Bosworth-field, battle of 84 

112 Brackenhni^h 14J» 

Bramhall^ Archbishop » 174 
Breakfast, E. of Northtim84 
Brotherton, Thomas de45S 
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Armorial Bearings • 52, it 



109, 139 
Ascham, Roger * • • • 140 
Anthony • • 142 

Austin, St. • 8h 

Baptism, Wonderful i 

Bagby Ill 

Barbiciiit •••••••• 43 

Bamaby • •••»•»• 77 

Begar Priory • • • « • 137 
Bell, John Esq. •••••. 39 

IIIbIIs, baptism of . • . 49 

mscriptioiHi on 49, 134| Creoy^ battle of 



Busily Stoop • • • * 146 

Byland Abbey • • • . 105 

Charter of • .155 

CaWert^ James • • • • 94 

Carrhig, ancient < • • • 47 

Chaml^r, John a • • » • 35 

Chantry ef St. Anli . . 59 

St. James . 44 

St. Nicholas 15 

Chapels, Dissenting • • 74 

86] Churches, position of • 63 

Codbeck Riter • • • . • 40 

Coffins, stone < : 118,13(1 



Coins • . 70, 98 

Cornna-ammonis • • • • 70 

Coxwold . IdO 

Craike Castle. • • • • ^ 24 
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t;RRATA« 



fttgt 16 line 23, for got&ic, feSid thdf. 

35 14^ during th6 (progress of tike Work tbrongfi 

the press, an error has crept in, relatM 
to the battle of Bmmham Moor^ which 
is there called the Whitb Battle. The 
, sentence beginning * On ac^count of th4 

number of ecclesiastics,' should hare 
been inserted in page 33, after the quo^ 
tation from fl&rdyng's chronicle, respec« 
ting the baftle of Myton. 
64 l9» in sdme copies, for initis, read initio* 

80 18, forapitrt 6f, read connected with, 

S4 17^ in some copies, for Jadafcorum, rea^' 

Jddaeortfm. 
105 lO, for Wismond; r64d WimUnd. 
ill 17, for 10, read 6 miles. 
i^'8 note, for Biredale, read Basedale* 
"1 32 19, for abutments, read'btttments. 
142 22, in some copies, for Thesausus, real 
Thesaurus, and fdrGraninatiea, Grainp 
matica. 
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